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SPENCER'S PROGRAMME: 



The following is faithfoUy copied from the papsr 
found in Spencer'i locker. 

To fie tcewl 



Stflaip 
n Snsvctq 

V'aXeg . * 



Aovl^itX 

UMgov + 

Vaqvoq 
rqsBv 
rsdvev 
Vav VsXaoq 
SvHivay — 
rodt^qtsy 
raXUa'^ + 



voXeps voktvs 
Si^Xev 
SlgsfAsX 
Snott 
Vav BqvpI 

UUlfiOQS 

ral^sXv 
BlttKveXX 
'^ QodiAav 
XXaqK 

XvspXeg 

XsXevv 

SsXaoQ 

XOQVBV 

jdtxsvaov 
Be donleQ 
raQQS^gavli 
UaXX'afi 






4. 



irzC 



UssX - - 

Xa^iv - - 
JJaqd goofi, - 
ShsgotyB - 



M'Xsa 
M'XevXv 
r Snspxeg 
\ SnaXX 
i UiXXgov 
SnevxBQ 
/ SnevxBQ 
) SfiaXX 
i UiXXgov 



Bogs 3ovlq)vX, fiaqned -f* ^'^^ nqo^a^Xv 
Pb ivdvxBd lo Foiv, pstfOQB 6b ngoyexl &g 
xaqgiBd ivlo bxbxvIiov, 

08 gBfAaivdoQ <Hp Ob dovlq>vX, viXX xgofia^Xv 
roiv VBV Ob Oivy ig 9ove ; tq> vol, Osv fivgl 
fis ipoQcsd, 

Iij^ aw vol fittQXBd 9ovv, vtg*^ lo Tmv 
oiplBQ tl $g dovB, VB vtXX ntx ov/ 6b 
fisgl avd dtgrtogB o<p 6e qbsI, 

In the above it wiU be seen that the Roman 
Xtalic capital S ii always used instead of the 



Greek Sigma (£), and the Roman Italic / instead 
of the Greek tau (r). The following is an accu 
rate translation of the characters into English—' 
letter for letter. It will readily . be understood, 
bearing in mind that the Greek v v* (p and F, an- 
swer respectively to the Roman y to/ and j :— 



SerZain 

P Spencer 
E Andreus 
D M«Kenlu 
Uhales 



"'^t 



Doo^oi 

TJiUson ; X 
M'Kee X 

Uarnor ^^ 
Green "^*^ 
Gredneu 
Van Velsor 
Sulliuan 
Grodphrey 
GaUia X 
Houard X 

Ueel - . 

Arm chesZ 

Chabin 
Uard room 
Steerage • 



To be kept 
nolens volens 

Sibleu 
SZremel 
Sko^ 

I Van BrunZ 
Smith* 

[Uillmore 

Gazelu 

Blakuell 

rodman 

Chlark 

Chnenles 

Cheleun 

Selsor 

Chomen] 

Dikenson 

The DokZer 

GarrebranZz 

UaUham 
M^Chee 
M*Chenlu 
C Spenker 
? SmaU ' 
( Uillson 
Spenker 
C Spenker 
? Small 
( UUlson 



Thoee douZphul, marked X uill probablu 

be induked to Goin, bephore the progekZ is 

karried inZo ekekuZion. 

The remainder oph the DouZphul, uill probablu 

Goin uen the thing is done ; iph no^ then mual 

be phorced. ^ 

Iph anu nol marked doun, wish lo Goin 

aphZer iZ is done, ue uill pich ouZ the 

besZ and dispose oph the resZ. 

The following is a fac simile, both as to shape 
and size, of Smairs name, erased under the word 
'Steerage* above: — 





THE SOMERS MUTINY. 



FIRST DAY. 

WEDNESDAY, Dec, 28, 1842. 

The Court of Inquiry, appointed by the Secreta- 
ry of the Navy to examine the facts connected with 
the recent alledged attempt at mutiny on board the 
U. S. Brig-of-War Somers, met to-day at 11 o'clock 
A. M. on board the U. S. receiving ihip North- 
<]!arolina, at the Navy Yard. The Court consists 
-of the following distinguished officers : 

The President, Captain Charles Stewart, 
commander of the Home Squadron. His flag-ship 
is the fine razee Independence, temporarily at this 
port, and under sailing orders. 

The second member, Commodore A. J. Dal- 
las, commander of the Fensacola Navy Yard, and 
attending the session of this Court under special 
orders from the Navy Department. 

The third. Commodore Jacob Jones, Port Ad- 
miral, commander of all the vessels afloat in this 
harbor. His flag ship is the North Carolina, on 
board of which the Court is held. 

The Judge Advocate is Hon. Ogden Hoffman, 
now U. S. Attorney for this Southern District of 
New-York. He was formerly attached to the Navy 
for some yeais, and was on board the United States 
with Decatur in his celebrated action about the 
middle of the last war, in which he captured the 
frigate Macedonian. 

The ship North Carolina, on which the Court is 
held, lies at a few yards' distance from the wharf 
in winter quarters, and has on board about 900 
persons, including a large number of boys at the 
Naval School. About 150 of these, embracing 
those who have parents or fi lends in the vicinity, 
were dismissed on Saturday for the holidays ; and 
as we went on board, about 25 others were re- 
ceiving their two shillings each with liberty till 
svnset, for holiday diversion. 
The ship is in her winter trim, with hatchways 

B , 



housed and every part pade a? comfortable as 
stoves and abundant fuel can possibly effect. She 
is kept in the neatest order, her armory is well 
filled and the arms burnished and well arrayed, and 
the strictest discipline is maintained throughout. 

Commodores Jones and Dallas were preseat 
at an early hour, and the Judge Advocate came 
in at some fifteen minutes before 11. Capt. Stew- 
art came on board at 11. There were present at 
the opening of the Court quite a number of officers . 
among whom we noticed Captains Ferry, Sands 
and Cooper, Pursers Stockton and Buchanan, and 
Messrs. Sanders and Campbell of the Army. Of 
the officers of the North Carolina were present the 
courteous Captain Francis H. Gregory, Com- 
mander Wetmore, Lieutenants Hunt, Gibson, Gray 
and Ward, Acting Sailing Master, Passed Mid- 
shipman Eld, Purser Macauley, the Chaplain, 
Stockbridge, Surgeon Jackson, and Capt. Douglass 
and Lieut. Kintzing of the Marines, and S. Clax- 
ton. Commodore's Secretary. 

Commander Alexander Slidell Mackenzie 
of the Somers, appeared in full uniform. He is a 
man of medium hight, with a fine head covered 
rather thinly by light auburn hair, a high forehead, 
and of an amiable and pleasing rather than stern 
and commanding presence. 

After administering the oath to the several mem- 
bers of the Court, the Judge Advocate read the 
warrant from Secretary Upshur, constituting the 
Court, and authorizing it to inquire into all the facts 
touching the alledged mutiny on board the Somers, 
and the conduct of Commander Mackenzie in 
ordering the execution of Midshipman Fhilif 
Spencer and of Samuel Cromwell and Elijah 
Small, and to report to the Department its opin- 
ion as to the right and propriety of those pro- 
ceedings. [This gives them far greater power 
and invests their decision with far greater conse- 
quence than usually belong to the proceedings ef 



Tht Swiuri Mutiny tend 



Cotuti of Inquiry. Their judgenietit will, in pinii 
of foct, decide (be qucition. Tba law ii ibalthe; 
■boll have ho pswer to eipress ait opinion on tbe 
ineriti of the ciBsunIeBB BpEcialljprdered so lo do, 

Some converssiion then took place conceraing 
the arrangenientB for conducting the inquiry. The 
Judge Advocate aaked Cem. Mackenzie if he had 
diawn up a oamtive of the trsDMCtion. 

Ha replied that he had prepared bb ofGcial atate- 
ment which he had forwarded loth* Navy Depart- 
ment at Washington, and ef which he had a copy. 

The Judge Advocate laid chat it appeared no 
original papers were here — that they were on file 
in the Navy Deparlinent aidnighc now be en their 
my to this city, as they had doubtlsBS be«R for- 
warded, and he believed no mail bad arrived lUi 
morning from South of Fhlladelphla. 

Cam. MiciiRZiE Biid that all the witMesMa In 
the ca*sbut two were present, and aaked leave to 
im aaeisled in his defence by Mr. John Hone, not 
M Couniel, but to uke minulei of the proceedings 
of the Court. 

He waa allowed by lb« Court to de ao. Ar- 
langementa were then made for future sessions of 
die Coart. The Judge Advocate wished that as 
late an hour in the morning for their meeting as 
would be conveaienc might be appainUd, as all 
his official carrespondence with the autboritiea at 
Woshiogtaa must be attended to befoie he could 
oonTeniemly attend. It waa arranged that ihi 
Court ahoulil Eseet at half-past 11, and coBtinm 
its aeasions till half-pait 3 er 4 o'clock, according 

Tbe Csurt then a4jovmed till Thursday, at II 
o'clock, A. M. 

The proceKlings ef this Court will be of the 
moat important nature, not only to the nputation 
knd inlereala of then imraediately concerned, but 
to the honor, duties and rights of all oSeers of the 
Kavy. The following are tbe namea of the crew 
now in irosa, of whom the Gnt four were brought 
kome in irons, and tbe oihera arrested immedi- 
ately on the arrival »f the Somers : 



of the United Sutaa in refer 
board of men-of-war: 

M-Liw or 1789-JUkltnf ■«{ Si 




1 skull inffict. 

AincLE IS-liw oi 
iraay HT100 Id tbe Navr shsU mak 
.D> naallAous assembly, be ifaaU.oa c 
oiri minlil, nnr deatli 1 udirc" 
■ r my scdlUoManl 
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iMlDcUitbe encMinierhbe^ 

■hall tie imntslKil Bl the dlsere- 




SECOND DAY. 
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Dsnlel Mi:*Kinley. 


so 


Bosun 
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PonlKid 
New.Vork 


ss 


miw 






iss! 


Appjenict 




SffiS.'vS' 




New-Tork 


do 






do 


do 




nelnrd Hunili™, 










0«9r|[e Kan<e:i, 




New-Bivia 






■dmSDd ClILa, 
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Mill* 


OMkiibsi 




s:.TwJ^--?' 


IT 


PcoHdeKC 


XSS. 




The following 




the officers of tbe Somer 






exa 


mined: 







aaiUM Msstn- H. c. I>errT, 

MMiUpmea Snry R(i([e^igtien ThMopsoa, C. W. 

Aeli^ UMiblpiiiFn A. Deloode, John TiUouoB, 

Olert O. H. Penr, 

PaiiH'sSKwlr/j.W. Wilts. 

The fellowinc are the aiticlei of the Naval law 



After a short time spent in conaultaiioa in an 
adjoining room the Court assembled at half paat 
II, in the Captain's Cabin on board the Nortll Car- 
Commander MicsiHZiE said he wished it dis- 
tinctly understood that he asked tbe aid of Hr. 
Hone only to aseist in taking minutes ef the pro- 
I coedings, as it had been said he had asked for 
I Counsel. 

The Court said thatMr,H. coaldberelalned for 
any purpose Capt. Alackenile tnight require. 

Capt. Macsenzii said ke asked no aaslstanco 
in cross-examining wttnessea or for any other pur- 
pose than i« taking minutes of the proceeding* oT 
Ihe Court. 

Capt. StIWibt then presented the paper* that 
had been received from tbe Navy Department. 

The Jmox Advoci.t> read die minutea of lb» 
proceedings of yesterday, 

Capt. Stiwirt aaksd if Capt. Maekemie haA 
I yet prepared a narrative of the transaction. 

Capt. MiCKENZEE : J have ; but I forwarded the 
original dacument to the Department at Washings 
ton, J have sent out for a copy of it which will be 

Capt. STKWiRT — Nb narrative ha* been re- 
ceived from the Department. Are there any wit- 
nesses in this case preaentl 

Capt. MiCKEiizii — Nons but one or two amn- 
moned to prove matter* not connected with tbe 
transactions on board the ship. 

Capt. Stkwist— All vriloesaea present will W 
roqulr*] to retire from the Court. 

Capt. Grioort waa ivqunked to detail an 
officer to altand ihe Court for tbe presarvBtioa of 
order, &c. A packet of papers waa produced by 
the Judge Advocate, which had been received 
from the Department; but on BKamlnalion they 



Execution of Spencevj Cromwell and Small. 



yiere found to have nothing to do with the ease 
and were ordered to be sealed and returned. 

Capt. Stewart handed to Capt. Gregory a list 
of men and officers of the Somers, whose attend- 
ance he was directed to summon. He ordered 
also a proper watch to be kept up on the Somers 
where the prisonena were in irons. 

The copy of Capt. Mackenzie's narrative was 
then brouglk in and produced. 

The Judge Advocate proceeded to read it, which 
he did in a low tone of voice and with great ra- 
pidity. As the Court decline to allow either this 
or any other official docun^nt to be copied for the 
press, we can only present a sketch of it, from such 
notes as we could take under the iHifavorable cir- 
cumstances already mentioned.* 

Capt. Stewart suggested the propriety of 
not proceeding farther with the narrative, since 
it was evident that the copy had not been 
compared with the original ; and he preferred that 
its reading should be delayed until an authentic 
copy should be received. 

The Judge Adv6cate said that it would be a 
safer course to do so ; and it was resolved upon. 

The officer announced that the officers of the 
Semers were all present, and brought forward Mr. 
Wales for examination. 

- The Judge Advocate suggested that the whole 
statement of Capt. Mackenzie ought to be made be- 
fore any witness should be examined. He said 
that Capt. M. was supposed not to know whether 
any part of his statement would be contradicted or 
not ; and if he should first present the whole of it 
he would be liable to whatever contradiction should 
afterward appear. But if only a part of it should 
be read, and then the rest postponed till after the 
examination of witnesses, this rule would be vi- 
olated. 

The President of the Court thought Capt. Mac- 
kenzie could withhold whatever part ef the state- 
ment he chose. 

Com. Dallas was in favor of suspending pro- 
ceedings until the rest of the statement should be 
read. 

Capt. Mackenzie said that half an hour would 
be sufficient for him to procure the desired copy. 

The Court was accordingly suspended for half 
an hour. 

At the expiration of the half hour, Capt. Mac- 
kenzie said some confusion had occurred which 
prevented his producing the draft of the narrative 
at present. He said that he did not know until 
yesterday that the copy of this document would be 
required before the Court ; and in the haste with 
which it had been copied by his friends, unavoida- 

* Owing to an imperfection in Commander Mackbnzie'8 
Narrative its reading wis interrupted, and that portion 
whicli properly belongs here as a part of the Conn's pro- 
ceedings en the Second Day we have placed among Uie 
business of the day following', when the reeding was re* 
samed and cmiclnded. This is done in order to impart to 
the docament that interest which a separation must neces- 
sarily lessen^ 



ble errors had occurred which he greatly regretted. 
It should be ready, he said, to-morrow. 

After mailing up the record of proceedings the> 
Court adjourned to Friday at 11 J o'clock. 



THIRD DAY. 

FRIDAY, Dec 30. 

The Court reassembled at 11 o'clock, and was 

called to order by the President. 

Capt. Mackenzie cane in and, in answer t« 
the President, said that his narrative was now 
ready. 

The Judge Advocate read the minutes of yester- 
day, and Capt. Mackenzie presented his narrative, 
which he said would be found both accurate and 
complete. 

Ihe Judge Advocate then proceeded to read th« 
narrative, of which we present as accurate a sketch 
as possible. 

OoBi. Ilackenzie'e Narratire. 

U. S. Brio Somers, New- York, Dec 19, 1842. 

Since my arrival at this port I have been dili- 
gently engaged in preparing for the Department at 
Washington a full and detailed narrative of all the 
circumstances connected with the mutiny on board 
the U. S. brig-of-war Somers on her recent voyage 
from Africa; but having been frequently inter- 
rupted, especially by the solicitude of friends, I 
have been forced to relinquish my first intention 
and to confine myself entirely to a sketch of the 
principal occurrences. After leaving the Azores 
and Madeira in October I proceeded, accord- 
ing to orders, to Teneriffe and Porto Pray.a— 
Thence I went to Liberia expecting to find the U. 
S. sloop-of-war Vandalia. But on arriving there I 
learned that she had sailed on the 5th of October 
for the United States as I understood. The des- 
patches with which I was entrusted for her being 
thus rendered of no use were left with the U. S. 
Agent, whose receipt for them is enclosed. On 
the 11th of November I sailed for the United 
States via St. Thomas, where I thought it ne- 
cessary to take in a supply of bread, water and 
other refreshments. Ob Saturday, the 25th of > 
November, Lieut. Gansevoort came into the cabin ' 
and informed me that he had learned from Mid- 
shipman Wales that a conspiracy existed on board 
the ship to capture the vessel, to murder the Cap- 
tain, bring over as many of the crew as possible, 
murder the rest and convert the vessel into a pi- 
rate ; and that Midshipman Spencer was at the 
head of the conspiracy. This, Lieut. G. said, had 
been told to him by Midshipman Wales, whose 
narration was as follows : 

On the night of the 25th of November, between 
6 and 8 o'clock in the evening, Wales said he was 
aroused by Spencer, who asked him to go upon the 
booms, as he had something to say te him. He 
got up, and, on arriving at the booms, he was asked 
by Spencer, " Do you fear death ? do you fear a 
dead man 7 do you fear to kill a man f " Wales, 
with admirable coolness, induced Spencer to go 
•n, took the oath of secrecy, and entered into all 
his plans. Spencer told him that he had about 20 
men in his plot ; that they would easily get pos- 
session of the ship, murder the Commander and 
officers, and commence piracy. He gave Wales 



The Somers Mutiny and 



ftll the details of bia plan, which were admirably 
suited for his purpose, and. arranged much better, 
Mr. Wales said, than he could have done it him- 
ielf. As an inducement to embark in the enter- 
prise, Spencer said that a large box of wine on 
board contained a large amount of geld and other 
treasure. His object was to go to the Isle of 
Fines, where one •f his associates, who had been 
a pirate before, had a confederate *, that he would 
attack CO vessels that he could not capture, and 
destroy all he captured ; that he would select from 
them such fenales as were proper, use them, and 
then dispose of them ; that he had all the details 
of the plan drawn out on a paper, which was in 
the back of his cravat. He showed money to Mr. 
Wales, and, before separating, threatened him 
with instant death if he ever revealed what he 
had told him. 

Such, proceeded Capt. Mackenzie, was the pur- 
port of the information which I received from laeut. 
Gansevoort. To me the whole affair seemed so mon- 
strous that I treated it with ridicule, and believed 
that Spencer had been amusing himself and Wales 
with some story of piracy he had learned from some 
novel or tale of murder. Still I could not help feel- 
ing that it was sporting with a serious subject and 
that my duty required me to be upon my guard, and 
I resolved closely to watch the movements ofSpen- 
cer. I directed the first Lieutenant to observe him 
very narrowly. I learned that in the course of the 
day Spencer had been in the ward-room for some 
time, and had busied himself in examining a chart 
of the West Indoles, and that he had made some 
inquiries concerning the isle of ^ines. Tbe Lieu- 
tenant told him that he believed it was a place much 
frequented by Pirates, and drily asked him if he 
had any acquaintances there ? Spencer passed the 
day sullenly, and was often observed to be examining 
a paper, and writing with a pencil, and making 
rings with his penknife. Lieut. Gansevoort soon 
after made some excuse for following him to the 
foretop, when he found him engaged in working 
some love devices upon his arm. He expressed a 
desire to learn the rate of the Chronometer, and 
was referred to the Master of Maiines. He was 
frequently seen engaged in holding secret confer- 
ences with Boatswain Cromwell and Small, and 
was known to have given money to different per- 
sons of the crew. He had also incited the steward 
to steal brandy, which he had given to the crew, 
and with which he had once or twice got drunk 
himself. 

Capt. Mackenzie thought it due to the ward- 
room officers to state the circumstances connected 
with their having brandy on board. When the 
vessel was first equipped, I told the first Lieuten- 
ant that it was my desire that no liquor should be 
used in the steerage of the vessel ; and gave as a 
reason for this that the obligations of hospitality 
always fell upon the Captain and his under officers, 
and that upon such occasions all should have their 
share. This hint had its intended effect, and I 
never had occasion to use compulsion. Knowing 
fiiat Lieutenant Gansevoort viewed the matter in 
the same light, I did net interfere witb the ar 
rangements of tbe ward-room; and if I had done 
so it wpuld only have been in the way of friendly 
advice. It now appears that when the vessel was 
oredred to the Coast of Africa, a supply of brandy 
iMkd been ordered on board by some who had pre- 
viously been on the same voyage, and who thought 



it would be a good defence against the malaria of 
that coast. By accident, as I then thought, but 
by design, as subsequent developements have made 
probable, the steward ordered the brandy from two 
different grocers, so that double the quantity re- 
quired was brought on board. None of this was 
used by the mess pr by any others than Spencer 
and those whom he endeavored to corrupt. 

Spencer had the faculty of throwing his lower 
jaw out of joint and of thus playing with it a va- 
riety of musical airs ; and he was frequently found 
thus amueing the crew. In his intercourse with 
me he was servile to the last degree ; but among 
the crew I learned that he was loudly and blas- 
phemously vituperative against me, and that he 
had often abused me in the most outrageous and 
violent terms, and declased that it would give him 
real pleasure to roll me overboard from the round 
top. I found that he had drawn a representation 
of a black flag and asked members of the crew 
what they thought of it ; that he had often said 
the vessel could be easily taken ; that he had not 
long before examined the palms of the hands of 
one of the midshipmen, to tell his fortune, and had 
predicted for him a speedy and violent death. 

These things induced me to look back over all 
I had heard or observed of the Somers. When 
young Spencer first reported himself to ^m» for 
duty on board my vessel I gave him my hand and 
welcomed him on board. I heard not long after 
that he had been involved in difficulty when on the 
Brazil Station, and that he had been dismissed for 
drunkenness. Upon hearing this I earnestly de- 
sired his removal from my vessel — principally' on 
account of the young men I had with me ',^ two of 
whom were connected with me by blood, two by 
alliance, and four were entrusted to my especial 
The circumstance of his connection with a 



care. 



high and distinguished officer of the Government, 
by enhancing, if possible, his baseness, increased 
my desire to get rid of him. 

On this point, I beg that I may not be misun- 
derstood. I revere authority, and in this Republi- 
can country I regard its exercise as an evidence 
of genius, intelligence and virtue. But I have no 
respect for the base son of an honored father. 
On the contrary, the conduct of that man who sul- 
lies by his crimes the pure fame and the high 
honor of his parent seems to me to be far more 
base than one equally guilty from an humbler sta- 
tion. But I wish nothing to do with baseness in 
any shape ; least of all on board a vessel belong- 
ing to the United States. On this account I wished 
to get rid of Spencer. Two others poon after 
joined the vessel, and thus seven were obliged to 
occupy the space fitted only for five. I had heard 
that Spencer had expressed a willingness to be 
transferred and hoped that he would now consent. 

J desired Lieut. Gansevoort to state to Mr. 
Spencer that if he would apply to Commodore 
Perry to detach him from the Somers I would sec- 
ond his application.^ The application was accord- 
ing made and I seconded it, earnestly urging that 
it might be granted in order to secure the comfort 
of the young officers. Commodore Perry, howev- 
er, declined to detach Midshipman Spencer but 
said he would consent to detach Mid. Rogers. I 
could not, however, consent to part with Mr. Ro- 
gers, whom I had long known to be an accomplished 
seaman, a gentleman and an officer of the highest 
attainments both in and beyond his profession.— 
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The Somers accordingly sailed with seven in the 
steerage; they could net all sit down together at 
the table ; two of them had ne lockers but slept 
upon the steerage deck, and subjected themselves 
to considerable inconvenience, to all which, how- 
ever, they readily submitted without the slightest 
murmur or complaint, and performed every duty 
which fell to them to the perfect satisfax;tion of all 
the officers. 

All these things I called to recollection and en- 
deavored carefully to review the whole conduct of 
Spencer. I had treated him precisely as I treated 
other Midshipmen ; though I had perhaps reproved 
him somewhat less than the others for slight devi- 
ations from the strict line of his duty. This arose 
from my conviction that there could be but little 
hope of essentially serving one who had proved to 
be so decidedly his own enemy. I observed that 
he was in the habit of associating but little with 
the other officers, but that he was continually inti- 
mate with the crew. He was often in the habit of 
joking with them and smiling whenever he met 
them, with a smile never known but on such occa- 
sions ; and I had frequently observed in him a 
strange flashing of the eye. 

Recalling these things in addition to what had 
been revealed, I resolved at once to make myself 
sure of his person, though I thought that I would 
first let Mr. Wales have another interview with 
him and obtain further knowledge of his mutinous 
plans. If he was really in earnest enough, how- 
ever, was already known. 

In the evening I gave orders to Mr. Perry, my 
Clerk, to have all the officers come aft upon the 
quarter-deck. When they were brought up, I ap- 
proached Spencer and addressed him thus: ^'I 
understand, sir, that you aspire to the command of 
the Somers." With a deferential air he replied : 
" Oh, no, sir!" "Did you not," said I " tell Mr. 
Wales that you had a mutinous project on foot — 
that you intended to kill the Commander and the 
officers of the Somers, and such of the crew as you 
could not seduce to your plans, and to enter 
upon a course of piracy?" "I way have told 
him something like it," he replied, " but it 
was only in joke." ** You admit, then, that 
you told, him of such a plan." " Yes, sir," *' This, 
sir," I continued, " yeu must know is joking upon 
a forbidden subject. This joke, sir, may cost you 
your life. Be pleased, sir, to remove your neck- 
handkerchief." He did so. I took it and opened 
it, but there was nothing in it. I asked him what 
he had done with the paper that was in it ? " The 
paper," he said, " which had been in it contained 
my day's work ; and I destroyed it." '*It is a 
strange place, sir,'* said I, ** to keep your accounts." 
He acquiesced with an air of the greatest deference 
and blandness. I said to him, '-Your design was 
to make yourself commander of this vessel. You must 
have been aware that you could compass it onlj by 
passing over my dead body and over the dea^d bo- 
dies of all the officers of the Somefs. You had laid 
out for yourself, sir, a great deal to do. It is my 
duty to confine you." Turning to Lieut. Ganse- 
voort, I said, ** Arrest Mr. Spencer, and place 
him in double irons." Lieut. Gansevoort stepped 
forward and received from Mr. Spencer his sword. 
Mr. Spencer was then ordered to sit down : he 
did so. Double irons were then put upon him, as 
were alse hand-cuffs for the sake of greater securi- 
ty. I directed Lieut. Gaasevoort to place a watch 



over Mr. Spencer, and to give orders to put hint 
to instant death if he was detected in speaking or 
holding any communication with any of the crew. 
The nature of these orders was told to Mr. Speib- 
cer. At the same time, I directed him to allow 
him every possible indulgence consistent with his 
safe keeping. The task was executed by Lieut. 
Gansevoort with the greatest kindness and human- 
ity. While he watched with an eagle eye over all 
his movements, and was ready at a moment*! 
warning to take his life upon a vidation of those 
conditioni on which his safety depended, he at- 
tended to all his wants, covered him with his own 
garment from the squalls of rain by which we were 
visited, and ministered in every way to his comfort 
with all the tenderness and assiduity of a woman. 

The officers were then remanded to quarters; 
the crew and batteries were inspected, the orders 
were repeated, and the retreat was beaten. The 
officers of t\ie watch were all directed to be fully 
armed with cutlasses and pistols, with rounds ef 
ammunition, and every thing was put in order for 
the night. 

Ob searching the locker of Spencer, a razor case 
was found in it, which he had recently drawn from 
the Purser. On opening it there was no razor 
within, but in its stead a piece of paper in which 
was rolled asother. On the inner paper was writ- 
ten a string of characters, afterwards found to be 
Greek letters, with which Spencer was known to 
be familiar. It fortunately happened that there 
was on board another individual who was well ac- 
quainted with the Greek— one whose knowledge 
of this as of everything else, was devoted wholly to 
the service of his country. The Grreek characters, on 
being converted into our own language by Mr. Henry 
Rogers, proved to contain the plan for the pro- 
posed mutiny. There was a list of the different 
members of the crew, some of whom were marked 
certain and others doubtful ; some were marked to 
be kept at all events, and others to be destroyed. 
These were designated who were to do the work 
of murder in the various apartments ; others were 
to open the arm-chest, and the stations of all were 
assigned. 

The following day was Sunday, and all were to 
be inspected at 10 o'clock. I took my station 
aft for the purpose of observing Cromwell and 
Small as they should come along upon the quarter- 
deck. The persons of both were faultlessly clean 
and neat — they being determined that their ap- 
pearance should provoke no reproof on account <^ 
a fault in that particular. Cromwell stood up to 
his full stature, carrying his battle-axe firmly and 
steadily ; his cheeks pale, but his eye fixed to 
starboard. He wore a determined aud a dan- 
gerous air. . Small presented a very diffwent 
figure. His appearance was ghastly, his manner 
uneasy ; he shifted his weight from side to side, 
and his battle-axe from hand to hand. His eye 
was never for a moment fixed, but always turned 
from me. I attributed his conduct to fear ; though 
I now believe the business upon which he bad en- 
tered was repugnant to his nature, bitt that his 
love for money and rum was too strong for his 
fidelity. Five bells, or 10 o'clock* was the time 
for Divine service. The First Lieutenant asked 
if he should call the roll. I told him. it would be 
best to wait till the time was up. Five bells truck 
and all were called to muster. The erew were 
all present, were unusually attentive, and their re- 
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sponsea were more than ordinarily full and audi- 
ble. In the examinatioB their countenances ex- 
hibited nothings to excite distrust. 

In the afternoon the sky-sails and studding-sails 
were set. Gasely, one of the best of the appren- 
tices, was sent aloft on the royal yard to make 
tome alteration in the ringing. At once a 
sudden jerk was giyen to the brace by 
Small and another, who has net been discovered, 
and the fore-topmast, with the topsail, gallani- 
Btaysail and head-gaff-topsail, at once came down. 
Gasely was on the royal yard. I scarcely dared to 
look to see the spot where the boy should fall. — 
The next moment his shadow appeared at the 
mast-head, and I presently discovered him exam- 
ining, with admirable coolness, what was to be 
done. 

I did not dare to believe this carrying away of 
the topmast the work of treachery : but I knew 
that an occasion of this sort, such as the loss of 
the boy, which should create confusion and inter- 
rupt the duty of the officers, would be sought by 
them if they were bent on the prosecution of the 
enterprise. All possible measures were taken to 
prevent confusien. The rigging was immediately 
restored and the sails bent afresh. Every member 
of the crew was employed, and all things were 
made to go on with regularity. To my astonishment 
upon the occurrence of this disaster all the con- 
spirators who were named in the programme of 
Spencer, no matter in what part of the vessel they 
were engaged at the time, immediately mustered at 
the mainmast — whether animated by some new- 
bom fltal to serve their country, or intending to 
carry out their designs, I cannot say. This cir- 
cumstance at once confirmed my belief in the con- 
tinued existence of the danger. The eye of Spen- 
cer traveled continually to the mast-head, and he 
cast quick and stealthy glances about, as he had 
not dune before. The wreck was soon cleared 
away, and supper piped. 

After supper the same persons mustexed at 
mast-head, and the sails were set. After quarters 
they dispersed. Still I did not think it safe to 
leave Cromwell at liberty during the night, 
which was emphatically the season of danger. 
After consulting with Lieut. Gansevoort, I deter- 
mined to arrest Cromwell. An officer was sent to 
guard the rigging. I met Cromwell at the foot 
of the Jacob*s ladder, going aft, and stopped him. 
I asked him about the conversation he had had 
with Spencer. He denied that it was he, and said, 
" It was not me, sir; it was Small." (Cromwell 
was the tallest man en board the vessel and Small 
the shortest.) Cromwell was immediately put in 
irons. Small being thus accused by an associate, 
was also ironed. The utmost vigilance was en- 
,Toined upon the officers. All were armed, and 
either myself or the First Lieutenant was con- 
stantly on deck. 

The next morning, which was Mcnday the 28th 
of November, two crimes of considerable magni- 
nitude came to light One of the men had been 
detected in stealing from a boat and the Steward 
had stolen money and given some of it to Spencer. 
This was no time to relax the discipline of the ship, 
and both the men were punished to the extent of 
the law. It was soon after found that a man 
named Waltham had told McKinley where three 
hottles of wine were placed and offered them to 
him. McKinley was stationed near the arm-chest || 



and reported this to the First Lieutenant. Pun- 
ishment of Waltham, however, was postponed till 
the next day. Punishment of the other two being 
over I thought that a fit opportunity to endeavor 
to make an impression upon the crew. I had 
good reason to think that the danger of the con- 
spiracy was not over. I believed that a majori^ of 
the crew might be said to be in general disaffected 
and disposed to resist discipline. Some mysteri- 
ous agency had evidently been at work since the 
departure of the Somers from New-York ; and this 
was now disclosed. I explained to the crew the 
general nature of Spencer s plot afid the atrocious 
charaeter of the designs he had formed. I took 
especial care no^ to betray a suspicion that I 
thought any particular one of them was deeply im- 
plicated, but exhorted all of them to repent of 
their intentions and attend faithfully to their duty. 
I took good care to assure them that the majority 
of the crew must at all events share the fate of the 
officers. I strove to divert their misds from the 
pictures of successful vice which Spencer had pre- 
sented to them. I brought up before them the im- 
ages of friends at home ; I endeavored to impress 
upon their minds the endearing nature of those 
ties of kindred frgm which Spencer had sought to 
sever them forever, and expressed the hope that 
within three weeks we should all be again among 
our firiends. I thanked God that he had provided 
them all with dear friends who were deeply inter- 
ested in their welfare, and that they had the pros- 
pect of so soon being once more among them. 

The effect of my address on them was various. 
Many of them seemed delighted at their narrow 
delivery, and others seemed struck with horror at 
the thought of the terrible danger they had es- 
caped. Some seemed overwhelmed with tenor at 
the anticipation of punishment that awaited them. 
Others were overcome by thoughts of returning 
heme, and wept profusely at the mention of the 
friends they hoped so soon to see. I could not 
help believing that all the crew were now tranquil, 
and that the vessel was again safe. Having ob- 
served that Spencer was endeavoring to hold intel- 
ligence with some of them, I directed the faces of 
all the prisoners to be turned aft, and that no to- 
bacco should be allowed them when the supply 
they had upon their persons at the time of dieir 
arrest should be exhausted. I told them that I 
would see that they had every thing necessary for 
their comfort ; that each should have his ration ; 
that they should be abundantly supplied with every 
thing necessary for their health and convenience. 
But I told them that tobacco was only a stimulant, 
and that, as I wished their minds to become as 
quiet and tranquil as possible, I could not allow 
them to use it. 

The day after Spencer's tobacco was stepped, 
his spirit gave way. He would sit for a long time 
with his face buried in his cloak, and when he 
raised his head his face was bathed in tears. He was 
touched by the kind attention of Mr. Gansevoort. 
He told him that he was not then in a state te 
speak of anything, but that he would the next day 
tell him sil — ^would answer any questien that 
might be put to him. 

On Tuesday afier quarters, all hands were again 
called to witness punishment, a«d Waltham was 
punished to the extent of the law for offering three 
bottles of wine to McKinley. I then spoke to the 
crew of the necessity of conforming in all particu- 
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I told ihem ithkt evmj punlahsient inflicted on 
-bmrd miut be made knawa to the Secretaiy of the 
Navy, and that the lex they were in aminiiit tlie 
jlreater woitld be the credit that would attach to 
tbe Commander and the crew. But the whoU 
■crew, I <oon found, wore far from tranquil. Thej 
elected in knots upon tlw deck ; sedilioui woidi 
were beard among them, and they asaumed an in- 
solent and menacing tone. Some of tbe petty ofd- 
cera Ware examined and found to be troe to the 
-eolort, but it tvai the general impregeion that the 
veisel was far from being safe. — There wai tiision 
(ofear that on that verynigbta rescue would beai- 
tempted. I obtained a variety of intalUgonco con- 
cerning conferences among the disaffeoted. Indi- 
viduala whom I had not auppoied to be implicated 
were found cloiely aMOciated with aevara] who 
were known to be among the disafiected, and 
■eversl limes there were symptoms that ihey were 
about to strike the blow. Mr. Wain, once de- 
tected C. A. Wilson In drawing out a hand-apike 
from iu place ; and on preseatiag his cocked piitol 
■t him, he only oflered some lame excuse. I be- 
came exceedingly anxtoui, and remained constantly 
on deck. At IS o'clock (he watch was called. 
HcKioley, Green and one or two others missed 
iheii muster : ihey could not be asleep, and why i 
they should be absent just at that time, when they 
never bad been before, was not easy to be seen. 
When they appeared, thev all bad some lame ex- 
cuse. Tbey probably had agreed to meet at that 

Oreen said he couH not get tSt. I seat him for- 
waid and ordered him to take the forward look- ^ 
out !n feur hours. I directed a close watch to 
be kept up and distributed the ethers in a similar | 

At 4 o'clock others missed Iheir master. I 
beaid of ibii with the greatest uneasiness. Where, 
I adied, was this to end t If the men upon a 
luight night like Ibis seem tnutinouB and disposed 
to undertake the rescue of those conEoed, on a bad 
night, in a slorm, in the midst of utter darkness, 
bow much greater will be the probability ef a res- 
CHbT It all suspected should be ironed, would the 
danger be over 1 What sympathy might not be 
felt for the prisoners! These matters crowded 
upon my mind. I conaidered tbe imminent peril 
imcbbung over the lives of the ofGcen and crewj 
I thought of tbe seas travened in every direction 
by merchantmen, unharmed and defenceless; I 
thought of what was due to the interests ef commerce, 
to the safety of tbe lives of^ouiaads upon the deep, 
to die sanctity of the American Flag entrusted to 
my care, and to my own honor. All these con- 
■iderations impressed me with the absolute neces- 
■ity of adopting some farther means ef Mcurityfot 
the vessel which had been given tomy charge. 

I took counsel with ibe First Lieutenant, and 
was fortified in my purposes by Gndiag bis opinion 
Idenucal with my swn. In so grave a ease, in- 
Tolvbg BO many interests and such high responsi- 
bilities, I fell desirous of having the opinion ef all 
■lav officers upon the matter, though aot a abadow 
of doubt remained on my mind oF the guilt of the 
ptisoners, should their execution be deamad ae- 
-cessary. I did ret forget thst ibo officers were 
■till boyi, and that all the respensibilily of the 
pmeeeding must rest upon the older and higher 
oflicen. Still 1 felt desirous to have their •pinion. 



and accordingly addressed them the following let- 

V. B. Baia SoMaas, Nov. so, 1M3. 
Ontlam; lam. datrsas of avalUag miself of nor 
cooDfll ID UH verr reuoaiuue poallhiB La whtea 1 flwf mt- 
sdrpleeed. Toasre aware of^lbe elicu>Ma«e< wU& 
haveroBlKd la itte eeaCaeiMBt ofMldsUpiBU Suiicaa, 
oTBouswalii^maleCKOitwiLL, and of amaa emu, j 
snd I parpOMir abitala thn cMatlag laB ilolaUs eoneen- 
iBftbem. Hecfoarlh lgaonat,MTan,nr UweMeaCof 



Unpercd wltlii a*d kaoirinK Ibe ■^eion wilek al- 
KcsbeslosomeoflbeetBwwka are at larn, 1 addna Te> 

bepsrsnedi and I esltspaaTaii Intake lnlo(Mlb«M*aad 
JUtiasiliiiisfs eeaHderaUen. the condacl wbkA wUl be ■•• 
cmarT Ibra Me cenllnDuaa ef the renalnder ofonr emne, 
sad to enllghJen me wUfa youi o^nksi ai la Ibe proper 
mrUtod [D bE pDnued. 

Zarul. Oomtvct^t, anl olbers. 

After I had written this letter, but before I had 
sent it, at about 9 o'clock, Wilson, being failed In 
his attempt to get up an outbreak at nighl, and 
feeling that be was natiowly watched and wa* no 
longer left at liberty, came forward and madesomo 
lame and worthless confession, and requeswd that 
he might not be put in irons, 1 lold him that if 
he bad made any real confession, in sincerity and 
truth, he should not be molested ; but that it waa 
an insult to hii officer to offer him so lame a story 
as that he had told. Nothing more could be got 
I out of him, and he was immediately put in irooB. 
White on the African coast I knew that he had 

Secured an extraordinary knife, broad m the mid- 
e, and running to a point. He bad made it very 
I sharp on both sides. It was a singular weapon, of 
I no use except to kill. He had been seen also ths 
day before sharpenmghisbatde-tote with a lite, and 
had brought one part of it to an edge. This waa 
a thing never allowed or known before on board. 
McKinley was now arrested. He was evidently 
, the individual in every way the most formidable WF 
allconcemed. McKee wasaliopulinirons. They 
I were made to sit down ; and when the Irons were 
, put on, I walked around the batteries, followed by 
I Lieut. Gansevoort, and made a careful inspecci™. 
I On the ivceipt of my letter the officers imm*- 
I dialely assembled and entered upon the examina- 
tion of wimesses, who were sworn and their testi- 
mony written down. Jn addition to this each wit- 
ness signed the evidence he gave. In this em- 
ployment the officers passed the whole day with- 
out inlflrruptioB,andwlthout taking the least food. 
I remained, myself, in charge of the deck. Tb» 
officers were excused from watch duty and the 
watches were so arranged that two in succession 
fell to me. On the 1st Deoember the First Lieu- 
tenant presented me with the following letter: 

U. a.Baisaonas.Deceaiba'l, IM£ 
8t« i iB answer lo yoar leuerreqnWae onr wnaid as IB 
ibebeilanmelobepBnKdiriih regard lo tlirprisoMn 
Bniicaa, CaoHwau., aad Bsull, we have ibe lioBOr to 
Male, Ibat Ibe e^dance wUeb bai come to oirkainrlcilK 
after lhefnOilcareAl,deUberaU and dIspassioBBn consid- 
eralioB wUelilbetBiieDcy wosManaw/isoiBiclianBtBS 
nlocaUltatliaBiosrdecliled sell™. We ai* eomjaeed 
tbailDlbeeiditlsEiaiaer Ihiogs U wiU be InpesAlew 
canrtbeprfaDMnMllNlJnliedinUs. Weihiakihalnftly 
ovHft*, and hmer to Ibe Osg eatniled ui oorebaiie, 
rrqalRsiballln priwen be pat tadealh,as the coarse 
bestcaJcBlsied tomakea sainlaryiaipreiiHmwpoa Ibertat 
of tbe crew. la ttali decUoo we insi we ba*e been called 
1^ aBrdBlvloOed,laaBrConiitty,Bndlolbe8er>lce. 
HeipEclflill)', joar oliedicnl lenaiiu. 

Obkl. Maikaiit. 

I at once concurred in the justice of this opin- 
ion, and made preparadona to cany tha recon- 
mendalion into effect. Two other ccaspirator* 
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were almost as guilty as the three singled out for 
execution : they could be kept confined i^thout 
extrenae danger to the ultimate safety of the ves- 
sel. The three chief mutineers were the only ones 
capable ef navigating and sailing the vessel : by 
iheir removal, all motive to capture the vessel and 
carry out the original design would be at once 
taken away. Their lives were justly forfeited and 
the interests of the country, the safety of the sea, 
and the honor of the flag required the sacrifice. 
In the necessity of my position I found my law: 
and in that necessity I trust for justification. I 
thought it best to arm the petty officers : on this 
point only the First Lieutenant differed from me ; 
and I found that he was of the same opinion with 
acme of the petty officers themselves ; — they said 
that since I could not tell whom to trust, it would 
be best to trust no one. I made up my own mind, 
and judged of the characters whom I could trust 
and determined to arm there. I ordered te be 
issued to each a cutlass, a pistol and cartridges. I 
ordered preparations also to be made for the exe- 
cutien of the three. All hands were called to 
witness punishment. The whips were arranged, 
the officers were stationed about the deck, and the 
petty officers were directed to cat down every one 
who should let go his whip or fail to haul when 
ordered. 

I put on my full uniform, came on deck and pro- 
ceeded to execute the most painful duty that ever 
devolved upon any officer in the American Navy — 
the announcement to the prisoners of the fate Uiat 
awaited them. I approached Spencer and said to 
him : " You were about to take my life, Mr. Spen- 
cer, without provocation, without cause or the 
■lightest offence. You intended to kill me sud- 
denly— in the night while I was buried in sleep, 
without giving me a single moment to send one 
word of affection to my wife, one prayer to God 
far, har welfare. Your life is now forfeited : and 
the necessity of the case compels me to take it. 
J do not intend, however, to imitate you in the 
mode of claiming the sacrifice. If there be in 
your breast one feeling true to nature, you will be 
j^ateful for the premature disclosure of your hor- 
rible designs. You surely ought to be thankful 
that you have been prevented from the terrible 
deeds you meditated. If you have any word to 
send to your Father, any satisfaction to express to 
him that you were not allowed to become a Pirate, 
as you ought te do, you will have ten minutes 
granted in which ^. write it." Midshipman 
Thompson was then^tected to note the time and 
nform me when it had expired. 

Spencer seemed overcome with emation. He 
burst into a flood of tears, sank on his knees, and 
■aid he was not fit to die. I repeated to him his 
catechism, and begged him to e»ffer sincere prayers 
for the divine forgiveness. I recommended to 
him the English Prayer-Book, assuring him that 
he would find in it something suited to all his ne- 
cessities. Cromwell fell upon his knees, protest- 
ing his innocence, and invoking the name of his 
wife. Spencer declared that Cromwell was inno- 
cent, and begged that this might be believed. — 
This, I confess, staggered me ; but the evidence 
of his guilt was conclusive. Lieut. Gansevoort 
said that there was not a shadow of doubt of it. 
The petty officers said he was the one nan from 
whom real apprehensien was entertained. He 
was at first the accomplice of Spencer, and was 



then urged on by him, and had keenbyhimtumedr 
te his account. I tried to show him how Spencer 
had endeavored to use him, and told Spencer that 
he had made remarks about him he would not 
consider flattering. He expressed great anxiety 
to know what they were. I told him Cromwett' 
had said of him and another person that there was 
a " d— d fool on one side, and a d — d knave on the 
other," and teld him that Cromwell would have 
allowed him lo live only so long as he ceuld have 
made him useful to himself. This roused him^ 
and from that time he said no more of CromwelFs 
innocence. 

Subsequent circumstances made me believe that 
Spencer wished to save him, probably from the 
hope that he would yet get possession of the ves> 
sel and carry out his original design ; and perhaps 
that Cromwell would in some way effect his res- 
cue. He endeavored at the same time to per-^ 
suade me that Small was only an alias for some 
one else, on his list — though this was proved to 
be false. Small alone was the one we had set 
down as the poltroon of the three ; yet he received 
the announcement of his fate with great compo* 
sure. He was asked what preparations he wished 
to make. He said he had none : '' Nobody cares 
for me," said he, •' but ray poor old mother, 
and I would rather she should not know what has 
become of me." 

I returned to Spencer. I asked him what mes- 
sage he had to send to his friends. He said "None. 
Tell them that I die wishing them every blessing^, 
and happiness. I deserve death for this and my 
other crimes. There are few crimes I have not 
committed. I am sincerely penitent for them 
all. I only fear my repentance is too late." X 
asked him if there was any one whom he had in> 
jured to whom he could make reparation — any one 
who was suffering obloquy on his account ? He 
said " No ; but this will kill my poor mother." I 
did not knew before that he had a mother, and 
was touched by his allusion to her. I asked him 
if it would not have been far more dreadful if he 
had succeeded in his attempt— if it were not muck 
better to die as he would than to become a pirate and 
steep himself so terribly in blood and guilt. He 
said, ** I do not knew what would have become of 
me if I had succeeded." I told him that Crom* 
well would soon have made a way with him, and 
that McKinley would probably have destroyed 
them both. He said he '* feared this would injure 
his father." ** Had you succeeded," I replied, 
" the injury you would have done him would have 
been much greater." If it had been possible ta 
take him home, as I at first intended, I 
told him that he would have got clear, as 
in America a man with money and influen- 
tial friends would always be cleared ; * that 
the course I was taking would injure his fa- 
ther less than if he should go home and be con- 
demned yet again escape. He said that he had at- 
tempted the same thing on beard tho John Adams 
and the Potomac ; but had been unsuceessful. He 
asked if I had not exaggerated the danger. I told 
him ** No ; that his attempts to corrupt the crew 
had been too widely successful ; that I knew of the 
existence of the conspiracy but did not know how 
extensive it was." I recapitulated to hira his acts. 

* Perhaps this is an extreme and erroneoos opinioD, and 
not jDst Bat I am merely slating &cts— what passed on. 
the occasion. 
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He was startled when I told him of bis stealing 
brandy. He admitted the justice of his fate but 
asked me if I was not ** geing too far and too fast. 
Does the law justify you? '' said he. I replied 
that his opinion was not unprejudiced ; that I had 
consulted all the officers and they had given their 

Sainton that it was just— that he deserved death, 
e asked ** what would be the manner of his 
death.'* I explained it to him. He requested 
that he might be shot. I told him that it could 
not be — that he must be hung. He admitted that 
it was just. He objected to the shortness of the 
time and requested that an hour might be given 
to prepare. I made no answer to this but allowed 
much more than the hour he asked for to elapse. 
He requestdd that his face might be cm'ered. I 
granted his request and asked him what it should 
be covered with. He said a handkerchief. In his 
locker was found a black one which wus put on his 
face. Cromwell and Small made the same re- 
quest, and frocks were taken from their lockers 
with which their heads were covered. 

Spencer asked for a Bible and Prayer Book : 
they were given to him. He said, "I am a be- 
liever — but do you think that my repentance will 
be accepted 7 " I called to his mind the thief on 
the cross, and told him that God's mercies were 
equal to all his wants. He kneeled down and read 
from the Prayer Book, and asked again if I thought 
his repentance woulJ be accepted, saying that his 
time was short. I teld him God not only under- 
stood his ease but could suit his grace to it. He 
begged that I would forgive him. I told him I did 
most sincerely and cordially, and asked if I had 
done any thing which made him seek my life or 
whether his hatred was unfounded. He said be 
thought it was only fancy. " Perhaps " he added, 
** there was something in your manner which of* 
fended me." I read over to him what I had writ- 
ten down. He wished me to alter the passage in 
which I said that he " offered (U an excuse, that 
he had attempted the same thing on the John Ad- 
ams and Potomac.'' He only mentioned it as a 
fact, he said. 

More than an hour had now elapsed. Spen- 
cer, as he met Cromwell, paused and asked to see 
Mr. Wales. As he passed Cromwell he said not 
a word of his innocence, nor did he make any ap- 
peal in his favor. Spencer said, " Wales, I hope 
you will forgive me for tampering with your fidel- 
ity." Wales replied, overcome with emotion, ** 1 1 
do forgive you from the bottom of my heart, and I 
hope God will forgive you also." Wales was weep- 
ing, and Spencer in passing met Small at the gang- 
way. He extended his hand and said, " Small, 
forgive me for having brought you into trouble." 
Small answered, ** No, by G — d, Spencer, I cannot 
forgive you." Spencer repeated his request. — 
Small said, ** How can you ask that of me after 
having brought me te this ? We shall soon be be- 
fore God and shall there know all abaut it." Spen- 
cer said '^ Yeu must forgive me — I cannot die with- 
out it." I went to Small and asked him not to 
cherish any resentments at such a time, and asked 
him to forgive him. He relented — held out his 
hand to Spencer and said, " I de forgive you — and 
may God forgive you also." * 

Small then asked my forgiveness. I took his 
hand and expressed my forgiveness in the strongest 
terms. I asked him what I had done that he 
ahould seek my life ; if I had been harsh either in 



deed or word to him. He exclaimed, ** What have 
you done, Capt. Mackenzie 7 What have you done 
to me ? Nothing— but treated me like a man." 
I told him of the high responsibilities under which 
I acted ; of the duty I owed my Goveniment and 
the ship with which it had entrusted nv9 ; of his 
offence toward his Commander and the boys he 
intended to put to death, and of the high duty I 
owed to Uie flag of my country. ''Right!" he 
exclaimed , ** God bless that flag and prosper it !" 
"|Now," said he, " give me a quick and easy 
death." Spencer said to Lieut. Gansevoort that 
his courage had been doubted ; but he wished him 
to bear witness that he died like a brave man. He 
askod what would be the signal for his execution. 
I told him that I was desirous of hoisting colors at 
the instant to show that the flag of the Somen 
was fixed to the masthead ; and Uiat I intended to 
beat the call to hoist colors and then 'roll off; and 
at the third roll a gun would be fired as the signal. 
He asked leave to give the signal. I at once ac- 
ceded. He asked if it was the gun under him. I 
told him it was but one removed. He asked if it 
would be fired by a lock and wafer. I was told 
that preparations had been made to fire it with a 
match; and immediately ordered a supply of live 
coals and fresh coals to be passed constandy ; and 
then assured him that there should be no delay. 

The time was now wearing awa^. Small re- 
quested leave to address the crew. Spencer hav- 
ing had leave to give the signal, was asked if he 
would e;ive Small the leave he asked. He said 
yes. Small then said : 

*^ Skip-mates and top-mates: Take warning 
by my example. I never killed a man but only 
said that I would do it, and for that I am about 
to die. Going in a Guineaman brought me ttf this. 
Take warning and never go in a Guineaman." 
Turning to Spencer, he ssid, '' I am ready to die ; 
are you 7" 

fromwell's last words were, '' tell my wife that 
I die innocent ; I die an innocent man." From 
the appearance of this man in assuming to be in- 
nocent, it would seem that Spencer took all the 
risk of the affair, and Cromwell intended to profit 
oyit. 

I placed myself where I could take ia the whole 
deck with my eye. No word was given by Spen- 
cer. He finally said he could not give the word, 
and wished me to do it. The word was accord- 
ingly given and the execution took place. 

The crew was} ordered^ aft when I addressed 
them. I called their attentien to the fate of the 
young men who had just been hung in their pre- 
sence. I spoke of t^B distinguish^ social posi- 
tion Spencer had held at home, and held up be- 
fore them the career of usefulness and professional 
honor to which a course of faithful duty would 
have raised him. After having been but a few 
months at sea, he had criminally aspired to sup- 
plant me in a command I had earned by thirty 
years of faithful service. Their own future for- 
tunes, I told them, were within their own control ; 
I opened to them the stations of respectability and 
of fiiture honor to which they might rise, but told 
them it eould only be step by step, in a regular 
course. I called their attention also to Cromwell's 
course. He had received a handsome education, 
and his handwriting was even elegant; but he had 
also failed through his love of gold. The first 
$15 he had received from Spencer had bought 
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him, and the hope of great plunder had secured 
the purchase. An anecdote had been told to me 
by Collins of Cromwell, which carried its own 
moral with it, and which I desired Collins to re- 
peat. He did so: he told them that he once went 
to India with Cromwell, and that they took on 
board there a keg of doubloons for Mr. Thorndike. 
Collins alone knew of its being aboard, and kept 
it a secret till they went ashore. He then told 
(Cromwell of it, who laughed at him, and said that 
if ** he had known about it, he would have run 
away with the keg.^' I told the crew they had 
only to choose between the two — Collins and 
Cromwell. Small also had been brought up to 
better things, but had not been able to resist temp- 
tation, andhad died invoking blessbgs on the flag 
of his country. 

All hands were then called to cheer ship and 
gave three hearty cheers. Three heartier cheers 
sever went up from the deck of an American ship I 
In that electric moment I verily believe the purest 
and loftiest patriotism burst forth from the breasts 
even of the worst conspirators. From that mo- 
ment I felt that I was again completely master 
of my vessel, a^d that I could do with her what- 
ever the honor of my country required. 

Dinner was piped, and I noticed with feelings of 
pain that some of the boys, as they passed the 
bodies, laughed and sneered at them. I still de* 
fired that Spencer shonid be buried in a ceffin, and 
gave orders to have oae built. But Lieut. Ganse- 
voort offered to relinquish a mess chest he had for 
that purpose, which was soon converted into a 
substantial coffin. The wateh was set, and the 
bodies were lowered. They were received by their 
messmates, to be decently laid out for burial. The 
Midshipmen assisted in the duty. Spencer was 
laid out clothed in his complete uniform, except 
his sword, which he had forfeited the right to wear. 
I noticed that upon the hands of one of the others 
a seaman had tied a ribbon, with the name upon 
it of that Somers who so distinguished himself by 
his gallantry, patriotism and skill. On Cromwell's 
face a sabre-cut was visible, and on removing his 
hair four or five more were discovered ; which 
shewed that he had been where wounds were 
given. He was said to have been in a slaver, and 
in Moro Castle in Havana; and it was the general 
impression that he had been a pirate. 

A squall of rain soon sprang np, which rendered 
it necessary to cover the bodies with tarpaulins. 
They were arranged according to their rank,and all 
hands were called to bury the dead. The Ameri- 
can Ensign was lowered to half-mast. Night had 
now set in« All the lamps were lit and distributed 
among the crew and placed in the hews, in the 
gang-way, and in the quarter boat. The service 
for the dead was read and the bodies were com- 
mitted to the deep. The offices were clesed 
by reading that beautiiul prayer, so suitable to the 
occasion, " Preserve us from the dangers of the 
seas and the violence of enemies. Bless the Uni- 
ted States :— watch over all that are upon the deep, 
and protect the inhabitants of the land in peace 
and quiet, through Jesus Christ our Lord.'' 

In reading this I sincerely thanked God for the 
protection of the Somers, and felt a firm faith that 
he would sanction the deed of that day. On the 
following Sunday, the 4th of December, after the 
laws for the government of the Navy had been 
read, according to invariable custom on board the 



Somers, I took occasion to allude to the lessons to 
be drawn from the fate of those who bad suffered. 
I led the minds of the crew back to their youthful 
days and showed them how they had trampled under 
foot the wise counsel and admonitions of their 
friends. In Small's locker were letters from bis 
mother, expressing the joy she felt that he was so 
happy on board the Somers. (This was befiire 
Spencer had joined.) There was also a Bible, in 
the leaves of which he had copied some verses from 
the Sailors' Magazine, in praise of its holy precepts. 
These verses I read to the orew. I thus showed 
them how Small valued his Bible, but that he did 
not resist temptation. I urged them to read it 
closely and attend faithfully to its precepts. I en- 
deavored to show that there could be no such thing 
as honest Atheism. I held np before them how 
Spencer had injured many people, and especially 
his parents. He had lacked filial piety and piety 
towards God — two principles which would never 
have suffered him to go astray. In conclusion, I 
called on them, as they had given three cheers for 
their country, now to give three cheers for God-- 
as they would do by singing his praise. The colors 
were then hoisted, and above the American Ensign 
was raised the Banner of the Cross— the only flag 
that ever floats above it from any vessel under my 
command. The 100th Psalm was sung, after which 
the crew dispersed. I could not help, on that day 
ef peaceful Sabbath worship, contrasting the con- 
dition of my vessel with that she would have pre- 
sented had she fallen into pirate's hand. Nor could 
I avoid observing the marked effect produced upon 
the ship's company by the proceedings. I was 
satisfied at once that all danger was past and tho 
mutiny broken for ever. 

In closing this Report there yet remains the 
pleasing duty of adverting to the conduct of the 
under officers. The first Lieutenant, throughout 
the whole difficulty has borne himself with cour- 
age, and sustained a lofty and chivalrous part. 
Always armed, his pistol often cocked— -only in a 
single instance has any accident occurred; and 
that arose from the accidental discharg'eof his pis- 
tol while arresting Cromwell. Next in rank to 
the Commander on board the vessel, he was my 
equal in the discharge of every duty. Never since 
the existence of the Union has a commander been 
more ably and zealously seconded by a First Lieu- 
tenant. Where all behaved so well, it may seem 
invidious to particularize; yet I cannot avoid ref- 
erence to the conduct of Parser Heiskell, and Sur- 
geon Hicock. Both were in delicate health, and 
the latter especially was not in a fit condition to 
go to sea. He had returned in the Dolphin firom 
die coast of Africa, and had suffered from the fe- 
ver in the River Nunez. But he did duty through 
the difficulty. Both obeyed the order to go armed 
and keep watch without the slightest murmur. 

I would respectfully suggest that the thanks of 
the Department be presented to all the officers of 
the Somers. The opinions they gave were theit 
own ; if they were erroneous — the responsibility is 
not theirs. The opinions, the acts and the respon- 
sibility are mine alone and I freely meet that or- 
deal to which my conduct will undoubtedly be sub- 
jected trusting to that consciousness of rectitude 
in my own bosom which has never for one moment 
forsaken me, or wavered in the slightest degree. 

1 submit that J. W.| Wales by his coolness and 
presence of mind and firm integrity, has rendered 
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to the American Navy a memorable service. I 
had some difficulty with him at Porto Rico ; and 
GD that account be was singled out and tampered 
with ; but he remained true to the flag of hit emxM' 
try. A Purser's post or a handsome pecuniary re- 
compense {would be a small compensation for the 
tervices he rendered. 

Sergeant Gartry proved himself worthy the no- 
ble corps to which ne belonged. He rose from his 
hammock, where he had beenconfintfd by sickness, 
and did duty through the whole affair; and when 
this was done his malady returned and he was 
again disabled. I respectfully suggest that Ser- 
geant Gartry he promoted to a Second Lieutenancy 
in the Marine Corps. I also recommend t)ie other 
officers to the notice of the Department. I believe 
that their promotion will be beneficial to the Navy. 
If they prove to be unworthy of It, the service the^ 
have now rendered cannot be injured by that. It 
win be remembered in the Navy that when a ra«- 
tiny occurred and they remained faithful to their 
trust, their services were not forgotten; if they 
prove unworthy of it, this will not bo recorded 
with it. 

If it be deemed that I have had any merit for 
the preservation of the Somers from the treacher* 
ous toils by which she was surrounded, both since 
and before her departure from the United States, 
I respectfully beg that it may accrue without re| 
serve to my nephew, Mr. Perry ; and that he be 
placed in the situation left vacant by the death of 
Mr. Spencer. I pledge myself for the entire 
faithfulness and zeal with which he will discharge 
its duties. For myself, I only ask that, whatever 
may be thought of the services rendered to the 
flag of my country, which should be the first con- 
sidered, my own honor may also meet with due 
consideration. I ask only that I may not be de- 
prived of my command until I am found to be 
unworthy of it. 

ALEX. SLIDELL MACKENZIE. 

The reading of the narrative occupied till 1 

o'clock, after which the Court proceeded to the ex- 
amination of witnesses, as follows : 

EXAMINATION OF WITNESSES. 
James W. Wales, sworn by the Prssident, tes- 
tified as follows : I was Purser's Steward on board 
the Somers in her late cruise. I was informed on 
the night of the 25th of November last of 
an intended mutiay on board that vessel. I 
was standing forward by the bitts when Mr. Spen- 
cer came forward, and, after some few remarks 
relative to the weather, requested me to get on top 
of the booms,telling me at the same time that he had 
something very important to communicate to me. 
I accordingly got on top of the booms with him and 
he commenced the conversation by asking me if I 
' was afraid of death?' I was then alone with him. 
" Was I afraid of death— and did I fear a dead 
man and dare I kill a person," were the questions 
he asked me. I was very much surprised at these 
remarks and looked up to see if he was in earnest ; 
I found that he was very serious and very much 
in earnest in what he said. I replied that I was not 
particularly anxious to die quite yet, that I had no 
cause to fear a dead person and that did a man suffi- 
ciently abuse or insult me, I thought I could muster \ 
sufficient courage to kill him if necessary. Mr. Spen 
cer replied, " I do n't doubt your courage at all; 1 1| 
know it." ''But," said he, " can you keep a secret ? I 



and will you keep one ?" ** If so," he added, *' take 
the oath." He then dictated an oath, of which lean- 
not recollect the whole; but the purport of it was that 
I should never make known to any person the con- 
versation which was about to take place between 
us. I took the oath as directed by Mr. Spencer. 
The oath was merely admministered by word of 
mouth, no Bible being used. He then went on to 
state that he was leagued with about twenty 
of the brig's company, to take her, mur- 
der all her officers and commence pirating. 
The plan and stations of the men, he said, he had 
all arranged in secret writing, done up in his nedk 
handkerchief. He requested me to feel of his 
neck-handkerchief. I did so and there was a rusm- 
ling which showed that there was paper in toe 
back part of it. He went on to state to me the 
plan ne should pursue. The affray would com* 
mence some night when he had the mid-watch.— 
^me of his men would get into a fight on the 
forecastle. He (Spencer) was to bring them up 
to tho mast and call Mr. Regers, the officer 
of the deck, to pretend to settle the difficulty.-- 
As soon as Mr. Rogers had got to the gangway 
they were immediately to seize and throw him 
overboard. They would then have the veseel in 
their own possession. The keys of the arm-cheety 
he said, he could lay his hands on at any moment* 
The arm chest was to be opened and the arms dis* 
tributed to his men. He was then to station his men 
at the hatches to prevent any one ffom coming up 
on deck, and he should proceed to the cabin ana 
murder the Commander with the least noise possi- 
ble. He should then proceed with some of his 
men to the ward room; and then murder the 
ward-room and steerage officers. He stated that 
the officers had no arms in the ward room with 
the exception of the First Lieutenant, and all the 
arms that he had there was an old cutlass, which 
he should secure before the affray commenced. 

This accomplished, he said he should go on 
deck, have the two after guns slewed around sons 
to command, from a raking position, the deck. 
He would then cause all the crew to be called on 
deck, and select a number from them such as 
would suit his purposes; the remainder he should 
cause to be thrown overboard. (The words " suit 
his purposes " were the very ones he used.) This 
done, he should commence clearing the deck, be- 
ginning by throwing overboard the launch and all 
the spare spars and rigging of the vessel, as they 
only tended to lumber up the deck ; that should 
they stand in need of any spare spars or rigging, 
they oould take them from vessels that they would 
capture. 

This done, the brig was to proceed t9 Cape San 
Antonio, or to the Isle of Pines ; and there take 
on board one who was familiar with their intend' 
ed business, and who was ready and willing to 
join them. The name of this person was not men- 
tioned. This done, they were to commence 
cruising for prizes ; that whenever they took a ves- 
sel, after taking from her that which would be of 
use to them, they were toi murder all on board and 
scuttle the vessel, so as to leave no traces of her. 
Should there be any females on board of the ves- 
sels they would take, they would have them re- 
moved to the brig for the use of the officers and 
men — using them as long as they saw fit, and then 
making way with them. 

Spencer then called up Elisha Small, seaman 



10 



The Somers Mutiny and 



on bo&rd. He came and stood by the railing, but 
did Bot get up on the booms. (This was before I 
made any reply to what he said — because I could 
not reply.) He cemmenced talking to him in 
Spanish, but I could not tell what they were talk 
ing about, as I did not understand the language. 
Small looked surprised, however, at what he told 
him. I saw Small's face very plainly. Spencer 
then remarked to Small, in English, ** 0,youneed 
not be under any apprehension of fear on his (wit- 
ness's) account, as I have sounded him pretty well 
and find he is one of us." Small seemed pleased, 
and remarked that he ** was very glad to hear it." 
Small was then called away to execute some order. 
Before going Spencer told him that he (Spencer) 
should have the mid- watch that night, and wished 
to have some farther conversation with him (Small) 
relative to their plans; and desired Small to 'see that 
fbretop-man ' meantime. (He did not name him.) 

Small then left. Spencer made overtures to me, 
saying that if I would join them he would give 
me the post of third officer in command. He then 
went on to state that the Commander had a large 
amount of money on board. This, he said, with 
what the Purser had would make a pretty little 
sum to o«mmence with. He then asked me what 
I thought of the project. I thought it prudent to 
dissemble as much as possible in order to gain fur- 
ther information, and told him that I was favora- 
bly disposed towards it. My duty then called me 
away. Spencer remarked that we would have an- 
other interview on the mwrow, when he would 
show me the plan he had drawn up. He followed 
me to the gangway saying thai if I lisped a sylla- 
ble of what he had communicated to me I should 
be murdered ; that if he did not do it himself those I 
connected with him would; that go where I might 
my life would not be worth a straw. I said ** No, 
I would net make any mention of it." This con- 
versation lasted upwards of an hour — nearly two 
hours. It was contrary to the rules of the ship to 
sit OB the booms at all; we were on the centre out 
of sight. I recollect no other part of the conver- 
sation which occurred tbeie. I took the first op- 
portuni^ that I could to make the matter known 
to Commander Mackenzie. It was about 9 o'clock 
at aiffat when I left Mr. Spencer, and he went be- 
low to turn in. It was very light-^moonlight I 
think, though I will not be sure. I proceeded as 
far aft as the cabin, intending to communicate the 
intelligence to Commander Mackenzie, but I ob- 
served that Small was watching me closely. See- 
ing this I turned back and thought I would try to 
CDt into the wardroom,but there I was again put off; 
tor Spencer put up his head and wanted to know 
" what the devil I was about, cruising around 
there," or sametking to that amount. Spencer's 
hammock was hung right over the ward-reom 
door, and to reach the door I had to pass by it. I 
made no reply but pretended to be getting 
into the Purser's stere-room. I then went on the 
£rst deck again. About one hour after I went 
again to the steerage and found Spencer still awake. 
I had returned there with the intention of getting 
into the ward-room. I taw that the lights were 
oat and that the ward-room gentlemen had retired. [ 

I then let the matter rest till morning, but did 
not go to sleep, though I tried. Ib the morning, 
as soon as I could get iu, before breakfast, (about 
7 o'clock I should think,) I communicated the 
matter to Purser Heiskell| and then went on deck 



and told the First Lieutenant that the Purser 
wished to see him immediately in the ward-room. 
I merely gave the Purser to understand that there 
was a mutiny on foot, and wished him to get it to 
the Commander as soon as possible. I condensed 
Spencer's statement, and went up to the First 
Lieutenant of my own accord, for fear the Purser 
would neglect it. I was watched as closely as 
possible by Small, Cromwell, Wilson, McKinley 
and Spencer, and therefore kept out of the way of 
the officers as much as possible. These men I 
frequently noticed clubbing together, and I believe 
they knew I was playing them false. I had no 
farther interview with Spencer, though I en- 
deavored to do so. He was continually engaged 
with the forecastle-man — Benj. F. Green — on the 
foretop, so that I could not see him. Spencer was - 
arrested on the evening of the 26th November. I 
could get no chance previously to talk with him. 
Green was an apprentice on board. Spencer was 
put in irons, and was immediately asked if such 
a thing had occurred. 

Previous to the arrest of Mr. Spencer, I had 
heard nothing from any of the other men nor had 
seen any thing to implicate them— after my con- 
versation with Spencer ; though I had on the 26th 
seen him talking with Cromwell, Small, Neville, 
Wilson and McKinley, near the Jacob's ladder. 
They were all collected together ; I was in the 
gangway, and could hear none of their conversa- 
tion, wlUch was carried on in the usual tone. 

I saw Conunander Mackenzie and Spencer to- 
gether on the quarter deck just previous to Spen- 
cer's arrest. The conversation which occurred 
between them, so far as I can recollect, was this : 
The Commander told hint that he understood he 
(Spencer) aspired to the command of that vessel ; 
and that ne did not know how he could accomplish 
his object except by riding over the dead bodies of 
her officers. I heard nothing more of the conversa- 
tion except that Mr. Spencer said * Yes, sir,' and 
then I was sent away to attend to getting out 
some irons. That was all of the conversation I 
heard. I brought the irons on deck. After they 
were brought up no conversation took place.— 
Spencer's sword was taken away, and the irons 
put upon him, to which he appeared willingly 
to submit. At the time the irons were put on, 
some of the officers were on the quarter deck. 
The men were at quarters; the officers were 
all called out — and sonae of the men, I do not re- 
collect who they were, were stationed at the guns. 
After he was ironed, Spencer was taken to the lar- 
board arm-chest. This was about 6 o'clock, I 
think — the time for evening quarters. Mr. Spen- 
cer was then alone. 

After this I observed dissatisfaction among the 
men. When an order was given it had to be re- 
peated several times, and even then they obeyed 
it sullenly, as if they did not care a fartldng 
whether the order was executed or not. Crom- 
well, whose hammock was slung next to mine, was 
called by some officer to go on deck, and went 
muttering — but I could not understand what he 
said. The same evening I observed Wilson, 
McKinley and three or four others collected on the 
forecastle talking together : and when the officers 
went toward them they would separate and go to , 
other parts of the ship. I h^ard nothing at all of 
their conversations. Nothing else occurred that 
night, !• my jrrnowledge. 
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The next day I noticed nothing suspicious in the 
conduct of the men, except that they were surly 
about doing their duty. This surliness was gene- 
ral among the men. I think that on that day 
Cromwell and Small were put in Irons, though I 
will not be sure. 

After these three were in irons I saw that the 
crew was disorderly. In the morning, while holy- 
stoning the deck, I being offic&r over the prison- 
ers, I observed signs passed between Spencer, Wil- 
son and McKinley ; they put their hands to their 
chins and Cromwell, who was lying on the arm 
chest, rose up. I told him my orders were to 
shoot him down, and I should de so if he did not lie 
itill. He lay down. I then went back with my 
pistol cocked, to the launch, where Wilson was 
poking about, and faund that he had a number of 
the holy-stones out and that he was taking out a 
hand-spike. I told him that if I saw him making 
any farther signs I would blow his brains out. He 
said nothing, did not put the hand-spike back but 
went to draw seme water. I put the handspike 
back myself. I expressed my fears to Comman- 
der Makenzie and the First. Lieutenant, telling 
them that I thought it dangerous to leave the holy- 
stones about, as they might be easily used. I 
went to the Commander to tell him this. While 
Spencer was in irons, near the 'battle-axe rack, 1 
observed him trying how he could work one — 
moving the axe up and down. Cromwell and Small 
were at this time confined. After I told this to 
the First Lieutenant he told it to the Commander 
and the battle axes were removed to the arm-chest. 
That momin gWilson,McKinley,lVfcKee and Green 
missed their muster and congregated round the 
stem of the launch. The next day, at morning 
quarters, they came forward and made some ac- 
knowledgement ; they were then put in irons ; it 
was then 9 o'clock. After they were put in irons 
I could see that the men and boys were still surly ; 
they went te work, when orders were given, with 
evident dissatisfaction. I heard nothing said among 
them, however. This dissatisfaction kept on till 
the execution, when the whole feeling changed. 
Those who before had been slow to execute an or- 
der were, after that, the first to run to obey it.— 
After the arrest of Spencer and previous to the 
execution this dissatisfaction was evidently on the 
increase, so much so as to be perceptible from day 
to day. More than half the crew, I should think, 
exhibited it. 

I was present at the time of the execution. I 
did not hear any conversation between Command- 
er Mackenzie and Speacer and Cromwell, though 
I heard him ask Small to forgive Spencer. Small 
sat on the gangway. Spencer said " Small, I hope 
you will forgive me;'* Small replied, " Mr. Spen- 
cer how can you ask me that when you have 
brought me to this?" Commander Mackenzie 
said to Small " Don't go out of the world with any 
hard feelings at your heart — forgive hini." Small 
replied " Since you request it, sir, I forgive him." 
Small then bade Lieut. Gansevoort farewell. Com* 
roander Mackenzie said " Small, what have you 
against me that you will not shake hands with me 
and bid me good bye?" Small said, " Nothing, 
sir, only I did aot think that you would shake 
hands with a poorfellew like me and bid him good 
bye." He reached out his hand, shook diat of 
Commander Mackenzie very cordially, and bade 
him farewell. I heard Small say, looking up to 



the flag, ** God bless that flag !" He was then ad- 
dressing his shipmates, having asked permission to 
do so of the Commander which had readily been 
granted him. I cannot recollect the words of his 
address though I heard him warn them from his 
fate; and heard him say that his sentence was right 
and just, and that it was right that he should die. 
He then looked up and said ** God bless that flag !" 
and asked Mr. Spencer jif he was ready to die — 
saying "/am." Spencer made no reply at all. 
He had permission to give the order to fire the 
signal gun, but waited some time, not being able 
to do so. 

Previous to this Commander Mackenzie told me 
that Spencer wished to speak with me. I went up 
to him, and he said tome, "Mr. Wales 1 sincere- 
ly hope that you will forgive me for tampering with 
your fidelity."— Commander Mackenzie was stand- 
ing by his side — I replied that I did, and hoped 
that God would forgive him. He then shook my 
hand and said farewell. I had no other conversa- 
tion with either of them. 

While we were at Mesurado, going ashore la 
the boat, en the 11th of November, Spencer was 
officer of the boat, and I was with him. I believe 
Mr. Rogers was also in the boat, though I am not 
sure. The Commander bad told Spencer before 
be got into the boat that he was not in uaiform.'- 
He was jast going into the boat as this was said. 
He muttered some reply, but I could net hear what 
it was. After we- had get some 20 or 30 yards 
from the Brig the Captain hailed us and asked if 
we had the American ensign in the- boat. Spencer 
replied that he had not got it, and added, (not, 
however, so the Captain could hear) that he 'd 
" be G— -d d — d if he was going back after it either, 
for the d — d old humbug. Go to h— 11." He con- 
tinued cursing all the way to shore — though I can- 
not call to mind the particular ekpresiiona that he 
used. I think McKinley was in the boat, and 
Golding also— though I am not sure. This was 
the second cutter. This was all that took place 
at that time. Spencer's remarks seemed to please 
the crew. 

About two weeks before the revelation of the 
mutiny was made, while bound from Mesurado to 
St. Thomas, Mr. Spencer having the watcb on 
deck, (though I do not recollect the day or the 
place of the vessel,) Mr. Rogers sung out to let 
go some brace. Spencer was talking with Crom- 
well, (who was boatswain's mate of the watch,) 
and some others of tlie crew. None of them paid 
any attention to the order. Mr. Rogers called 
out again and again. They paid no attention. 
Mr. Rogers then came forward and gave the or- 
der himiielf. (I was forward standing by the Jacob's 
ladder. They were as near Mr. Rogers as I was 
and could hear as well.) Capt. Macken^e, who 
was on deck, noticed it, and sent for Spencer te 
come aft. I did not hear the conversation between 
them, but when Spencer came forward he was mut- 
tering curses against the Commander. I asked 
him: " Spencer, what's the matter?" Said he, 
" the Commander says that I don't pay attention 
to my duty, and urges me to pay better attention 
hereafter. G — d d — n him, I'd like some of these 
dark nights to catch him on top of that round- 
house, and plunge him overboara. It would be a 
pleasing task for me, and (he muttered between 
his teeth,) G— d d— n him, III do it yeV' I 
made no reply. He went forward and began 
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talking with some of the m^eii — ^four or five. I 
went below. I did not repeat this language to 
any of the officen. I have had frequent conver- 
sations with Spencer on general sabjects, but no 
others which would throw light on the matter. I 
did not know at the time that there were mutinous 
expressions. Other officers were n^r and must 
have heard his words. 

Spencer had a picture in the ward-room at one 
lime. Once the Parser called the trysail the 
mainsail, and they had quite a dispute about it. — 
Spencer brought out a picture of a brig, with a 
black flag flying at the peak. He made no re- 
marks at that time or any other to me about the 
picture or the color of the flag. 

At Madeira, when we were getting under weigh, 
Cromwell spoke against Commander Mackenzie. 
Capt. M. asked why some rigging had not been 
attended to. Cromwell was stationed forward and 
Capt. M. went aft. Cromwell then said he ** did 
not care care a d — a about the rigging : Captain 
Mackenzie was desirous of getting too much work 
out of the crew ; that there was no necessi^ of 
getting under weigh that night at all," at the same 
time wishing the " Commander and the Brig farther 
in h — ^11 than they were out." This he said loud 
enough to be heard by all forward. Several «f the 
officers were forward at the time, but in the hurry 
of getting under weigh, paid no attention to it. — 
Shortly after we left New-York, Cromwell, while 
giving some money to the Sergeant of Marines to 
take care of, told me that Spencer had given him 
$15 ; he mentioned no purpose, though he said 
something about its being a '^pretty good present." 
Spencer also drew some $15 or $20 worth of to- 
bacco and cigars during the cruise, which he dis- 
tributed to the crew — the tobacco rather to the 
boys than the men. He gave Cromwell a bunch 
or two of cigars at one time, and also to Small. I 
saw him give money to small at Santa Cruz, while 
going ashore. I saw two silver pieces, though I 
could not see how much there was. I have seen 
Spencer give Green and Van Yelcher a pound of 
tobacco at a time, and to others smaller amounts. I 
recollect no other conversation or facts that would 
thiow any light upon the mutiny. 

CROSS-EXAMINATION. 

The President informed Commander Ma^cken- 
ZIE that he had the privilege of cross-examining the 
witness, by questions in writing, to be approved by 
the Court. He handed the following questions : 

Q. Did you ever hear Cromwell speak of his wife? 

A, I have. Two or three days after we were out 
we had a heavy gale. Cromwell came down and 
began to speak about friends at home. He spoke 
of his wife in a very light manner for a man who 
has just been married, at least. [The words he 
used indicated that he cared nothing for her chas- 
tity while he was gone.] 

The Judge Advocate objected to the question, 
and asked why Com. Mackenzie wished to ask it. 

Com. Mackenzie said it was merely to counter- 
act any feeling of sympathy that might be sought 
to be drawn from his wife and family. 

The Judge Advocate said that purpose was 
already sufficiently answered. 

Q* Was it not en the occasion of your interview 



with Spencer on the boems, that he complained of 
Com. Mackenzie's treatment 7 

A. He did say something about it then, though 
I do not remember what. He said, I believe, 
that Capt. M. was proud of his command. 

Q. Did Mr. Spencer state that the pistols al- 
luded to in his conversation on the booms were 
loaded? « 

A, He did, and also a musket. 

Q. Did you hear Mr. Spencer make any remark 
about dead men telling no tales ? 

A. I did. He said that his motto was "dead 
men tell no tales." He alluded to this in connec- 
tion with what he said of scuttliag vessels that he 
might capture. 

Q. Was any thing said about ' small fry ' and 
' eating biscuit ' in that conversation ? 
^ A. Yes, sir. He said that they would eat con- 
siderable, and that he would make them walk the 
plank; they would be useless on board. He 
meant the small boys— the smaller apprentices. 
There were some very small on board. 

Q. What effect, if any, did Mr. Spencer's re- 
mark about throwing Com. Mackenzie overboard 
have upon the crew ? 

A. It rather pleased them. I saw smiles upon 
the faces of several of them ; Cromwell and Small 
were among them. 

Commander Mackenzie said that the officers of 
the Somers had been charged in the official journal, 
in an article supposed to have been written by the 
Secretary of War, with harshness and cruelty, and 
asked if there was no way of shewing that this was 
untrue ? He wished to ask the witness a question 
concerning it. 

The Court said that no notice could be taken 
of it. 

Com. Mackenzie said that the source from 
which it was supposed to have come was so high 
that he wished to notice it. 

The Court said that it must be regarded as only 
a newspaper report, and that it did not come 
within the scope ef the inquiry. 

The Judge Advocate thought a question might 
be put which would answer the purpose of Com- 
mander Mackenzie. The question, as at first 
handed in, was therefore modified as follows: 

Q. What was the conduct of Commander 
Mackenzie generally duiing the difficulty on the 
Somers ? 

A. He appeared to labor under no fear, was hu- 
mane, and did everything he could for the comfort 
of the prisoners. 

Commander Mackenzie said he would waive 
these questions altogether, as he only wished to 
ask them to meet a particular case, which he waa 
not allowed to do. 

The following question was then allowed : 

Q.' During the continuance of the difficulty en 
board the Somers did you observe any conduct in 
Commander Mackenzie exhibiting unmanly fear, a 
despotic temper or any quality unbecoming a com- 
manding officer and a gentleman ? 

A. (Withmuch energy and decision.) NO! Sir, 
I did not. 

Q. Judge Advocate — Did Spencer tell you 
where he was to cruise after turning pirate ? 

A» He did not. He said he would cruise where- 
ever he could pick up the most prizes. 

After making up the record of proceedings the 
Court adjourned till to-morrew. 
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FOURTH DAY. 

SATURDAY, Dec 31, 1842. 

The Court met at 11 o'clock, punuant to ad- 
joumment, and the minutes of yesterday were read 
by the Judge Advocate. 

J. W.- Wales was recalled and asked by the 
Fresidtnt whether since the adjournment he had 

thought of any thing material to the case which he 
had omitted in his testiolony yesterday. 

He said he omitted to mention yesterday the 
difference in Cromwell's treatment of the boys. 
When the vessel first sailed from New-York he 
was very tyrannical toward the apprentices, having 
no conversation with diem, and keeping aloof from 
them altogether ; and when called upon to inflict 
punishment he would strike with all his might> as 
though it was pleasing to him to whip them. He 
whipped them hard, the same as though they were 
men instead of boys. I have frequently heard 
Commander Mackenzie censure him for whipping 
them so hard, and he has often ordered him to step. 
Just previous to our arrival at Madeira I noticed 
a ludden change in his manner toward the boys : 
he then ' made free * with them, and let them uik 
and play with him and pull him about. I have 
lieard Mr. Spencer remark to the crew that Com. 
Mackenzie gave orders to the crew merely to see 
them work— that there was no necessity for taking in 
sail and making sail. And when he gave the to- 
bacco, of which I spoke yesterday, to the men and 
boys, he would say that if Capt. Mackenzie would 
not let them have it he could accommodate them. 
Cross-examination.'— Commainder Mackenzie 
desired to ask the following questions, and was al- 
lowed : 

Q. — Did yeu ever hear Commander Mackenzie 
reprove Cromwell for cursing the boys ? 

A. — Yes, sir ; I have known him sevsral times 
send for him aft and reprove him in my presence. 

Q. — Did you ever see Spencer give money to 
others than Cromwell and Small ; and if so to 
whom? 

A. —I have seen him at several times thorw money 
upon the deck — a shilling or so — and tell the beys 
to scramble for it. I can't specify to whom he 
gave it. Though I do not knew that it would be 
of any interest to the Ceart, I will mention that 
Small and Cromwell have frequently told me of 
their having been in slavers. 

The Court requested Mr. Wales to confine him- 
self te what he knew, not to what he had heard. 

The Judge Advocate said he certainly consid- 
ered this evidence. 

A. Did you before you replied to Mr. Spencer's 
catechism in the interview you had with him 
pause to see whether he was in earnest or not ? 

A, I did, sir, for some time and found him very 
serious indeed. Witness was allowed then to 
state that Cromwell and Small had frequently told 
him of having been in slavers. Cromwell said he 
had been taken in a slaver, carried to Havana and 
confined in the Moro Castle. He was there for 
some time and was finally liberated by a woman 
who had considerable influence with the Governor 
of the Islaud. He did not specify what kind of 
a vessel he was taken by. 

Q. Will yeu from recollection repeat the oath 
adndnistered te you by Spencer 1 

A, I can only remember that he said I was nev- 



er to reveal any thing that he should tell me— '*So 
holp me God.'' He Lnvoked Um name of God. 

Q. What was the state of the crew as to good 
conduct and subordination between New- York and 
Madeira when outward bound, anj what was it 
afterwards ? 

A, Between New-York and Madeira it was very 
good indeed ; but after we left Madeira for Santa 
Cruz it could be seen that dissatisfaction was aris- 
ing, and it continued to increase during the whole 
interval up to the execution of the men. I noticed 
a change instantly after that. Those who had 
been the most surly immediately turned about. 

Q. Was there any motive, so far as you know, 
for this discontent, arising from the treatment of 
the crew ? 

A, I think not. The treatment, after leaving 
Madeira, was the same as it had been before.— 
The same rules and regulations were enforced and 
the same duties were performed. 

Q. Did you ever see the paper purporting to be 
the list of persons engaged in Spencer's plans 7 

A, I saw it the night it was taken out of his 
locker. Previous to seeing the list, I had noticed 
that in most cf those who were found to be on the 
list were disorderly and disobedient before the mu- 
tiny broke out ; and I had brought up one or two 
of them for it. At that time the Master-at Arms 
was sick, and I attended to his duties and h<^ 
charge of the berth-deck. 

Q. How soon afber your interview with Mr. 
Spencer did you undezstand the mutiny was to 
take efiect ? 

A, J understood that it was to be very shortly ; 
—before our arrival at 8t, Thomas, 

Q. Did Cromwell tell you at what time he had 
been in a slaver ? 

A. He did not, but enly that he had been in one 
and had been taken. 

The testimony was then read over and Mr. 
Wales was dismissed. 

Lieut. GaERT Gansevgort called and sworn : 

I was First Lieutenant on board the brig Somers. 
There were on board the following ofiicers — twelve 
in number, viz: Commander Mackejizik, First 
Lieut. Gansevoort, Dr. Lincock, Purser Heiskell, 
Acting Master Perry, Midshipmen Rogers, Thomp- 
son, Hayes, Do Long, Tillotson, Spencer, and Mr* 
Oliver Perry who did Midshipman's duty. 

We sailed from New- York on the 13 th of Sept. 
and arrived at Madeira — I de not clearly remem- 
ber at what date, but about the 5th of October I 
believe. I first heard of the mutiny on the 26th of 
November and Mr. Spencer was ironed on the eve- 
ning of the same day-~at about sundown. Cromr 
well and Small were arrested on the next day— the 
27th. I believe, they were all executed on the 
1st of December. We arrived at 8t, ThomcUf 
on the 5th of December — / thinkf though lam 
not positive, [Commander Mackenzie said 
this was amistidce, and the Judge Advecate 
said he only wished for general dates.] In the 
morning at about 10 o'clock I met Mr. Wales at 
the fore-hatch. I was teld by him that the Purser 
wished to see me. I went down to the ward-room 
a(id found Mr. Heiskell. He asked me if I was 
aware that a plot existed on board to take the ves- 
sel out of the hands ef her efiicers and murder 
them all ? I told him that I was not aware c^ any 
thing ef the kind. He then gave to me the infer* 
mation that Mr. Wales had given him. He (Heis- 
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kcU) told me that Mr. Spencer had taken Mr. 
Wales en the booms between the hours of 6 and 8 
of the previous eyening, and had there, after swear- 
ing him, made known his plot. He told him that 
there were twenty men concerned with him in the 
plan of taking the vessel out of the hands of the 
elBcers. The plan was to make a row on the 
forecastle in his mid-watch, and then to call Mr. 
Rogers te quell the disturbance. They were then 
to seize and throw him overboard— te go aft and 
enter the cabin, and murder the Commander and 
officers. I think that was all Mr. Heiskell told 
to me — so far as I can remember. I was anxious 
to make it known to the Commander, and did not 
stay to hear all he had to say. I* immediately en- 
tered the cabin and mentioned the circumstunces. 
He received it with great coolness — said that the 
vessel was in good discipline, and expressed his 
doubts as to the truth ef the report. I asked him 
if I should see Mr. Wales mystslf and get the in- 
formation from him. He said no— he did not wish 
me to do so, or to say any thing about it. He 
assigned no reason at this time for this, but or- 
dered me to keep a strict look out upon Mr. Spen- 
cer and the crew generally, which I did. About 
dinner time I missed Mr. Spencer from the deck. 
This was about 2 o'clock. I discovered that 
he was in the fore-top, and immediately went up to 
see what he was about. He was sitting on the lee 
side of the top, with his chin resting on his breast — 
apparently in deep thought. He did not observe me 
till I had got into the top and was standing erect. 
He raised bis head, and as soon as he discovered 
me got up and evinced some confusion. He asked 
roe some questions about the rigging, and about 
the foremast head, which I answered in my usual 
manner. I think he asked how the lower shrouds 
answered, (which were fitted differently from any 
I had known,) and something about the top-mast 
stays. The pennant of the after shroud was fitted 
with a square spar. I observed to him that, as I 
came through the steerage, I saw dinner was 
ready, and asked him if he didn't dine. He said 
he didn't care about it just then. I came on deck 
and left him in the top. I should think it was 
about an hour after that I discovered Green in the 
top with him. He appeared to be engaged in 
pricking India ink in ^Spencer's arm. The crew 
were employed in slinging clean hammocks. I 
hailed the top and ordered Green to come out. 
Mr. Spencer put his head over the top-rail, and 
from his manner 1 thought he wished Green te re- 
main^ though he asked no question. I repeated 
the order, and then ordered Spencer to send Green 
and other mea that might be in the top on deck. I 
Gieen came down immediately but no others.- 1 
Spencer remained in the top. I had not ordered 
him to come out. I saw no others in the top. I 
ordered Green to sling his hammock. He answer- 
ed that he had done so already. I was engaged in 
mustering the men for the purpose of having the 
hammocks stowed. When I got abreast of the 
Jacob's ladder on the starboard side forward, I 
observed Mr. Spencer sitting on the ladder. I 
turned my eye towards him and immediately caught 
his eye, which he kept staring upon me for more 
than a minute, with the most infernal expression 
I have ever seen upon a human face. It satis- 
fied me at once of the man's guUt. As soon as 
die hammocks were stowed, I reported the cir- 
cumstances to the commander, and told him that I 



thought something should be done^ in order to se- 
cure him. He replied that we woald keep a sharp 
look out — that he did not wish to do anything 
hastily : and that by evening quarters he would 
decide what it was best to do. I think it was 
just before the drum beat to quarters, that 
he asked me what I would do if I were 
in his |situation as Commander of the vessel. I 
told him that I would bring that young man aft 
(alluding to Mr. Spencer) and iron him and keep 
him on the quarter diuk. He told me that that 
was the course which he intended to pursue ; and 
that he was very glad to find that I agreed with 
him. The drum beat to quarters, and after the 
officers' reports were made, he directed me to or- 
der all the officers aft except one, which I did— 
leaving Mr. Hayes forward on the forecastle. — 
When the officers had assembled aft on the star- 
board side of the after deck, the commander said 
te Mr Spencer, '*I understand that you aspire to 
tjie command of this vessel. How you are to ar- 
rive at it I don't know, unless by walking over ray 
dead body and those of my officers." I think 
Mr. Spencer said, "No— it's all a joke." The Com- 
mander said'' It's a very serious joke, sir, and one 
which may cost you your life. Do you deny having 
had frequent conversations with Small and Crom- 
well ?" 1 thought Mr. Spencer appeared confused. 
He said *' No — it was all a joke." The Com- 
mander asked him if he had not a paper concealed 
in his neck-handkerchief. He replied ** no."— 
His neck-handkerchief was then overhauled, and 
there was nothing found in it. The Commander 
then ordered me to iron him. I laid my hand upon 
his sword, disarmed him, and ordered him to come 
out from amsng the officers. He did so and I or^ 
dered a seaman doing the duty of armorer to bring 
up the irons. Mr. Spencer commenced rolling up 
his sleeves as if te bare his wrist, and was first 
put in hand-irons. When these were on I asked 
him if he had arms concealed about him. He said 
he had not, but perhaps I had better overhaul him, 
as he supposed 1 would not believe any thing he 
said. I searched him but found nothing except a 
few scraps of paper. I think the retreat was men 
beaten. The Commander ordered me to arm the 
officers of the deck with two pistols each— and) I 
think, with cutlasses, though I am not positive. — 
The officer at the forecastle had one pistol 
and a cutlass. The orders were, if Mr. 
Spencer attempted to make bis escape 
or to communicate with any of the crew, to blow 
out his brains. I told Mr. Spencer these orders 
and the reason for doing so — that he might avoid 
breaking the rule. 

The next day in the morning I had a conversa- 
tion with some of the men — whom I suppose to be 
true : the Carpenter's mate Dickerson, and the 
Gunner's mate. King ; thongh I am not positive that 
it was not the evening of Spencer's arrest. I think 
the Carpenter's mate said " that big fellow for- 
ward is more dangerous than the rest ; he ought to 
be confined." I asked him whom he meant — and 
he said Cromwell, the Boatswain's mate. I think 
King was then present. I cannot recollect all the 
conversations I had for I was constantly passing 
about the ship. I am positive that Dickerson and 
King, in that and all other conversations I had 
with them, up to Cromwell's arrest, impressed me 
with the belief that it was necessary te have him 
coitfined; and after that they appeared to bereliered. 
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They said that they believed him to be daBgerous 
and desired that he might be ironed. 

The carpenter told me that once when he had 
made for me a single stick, he told Cromwell that 
he was going to put it in the Boatswain's store 
room. Cromwell said he should nol. Dickerson 
•aid it belonged to me (witness). Cromwell an- 
swered that no ''did n't care a d — n," (or some- 
thing •£ that sort), and that it should n't go there. 
He put it there, however, and it was allowed to 
remain. As he was coming up the ladder, Crom- 
well said, " V II pay you for this before long,''^ or 
words to that effect. 

In the afternoon of that day (the 27th) while sit- 
ting in the ward-room I heard the officer of the 
deck, Mr. Hayes or Mr. Thompson, sing out ''Be- 
lay," " Belay," several times; ahd I think I heard 
the Commander repeat the order, I looked up the 
hatch and found main royal mast was gone. I went 
on deck immediately, and the Commander ordered 
me to take charge of the deck. In looking aloft I 
saw Cromwell, Small, Wilson, I think Golding, 
and some others, whom I had previously suspected 
of being engaged in the plot collected about 
the mast-head and in the cross trees. I think the 
commander observed it also. They did not ap- 
pear ta be very active in clearing away the wreck. 
Cromwell, who was generally very noisy and blus- 
tering on occasions of that sort, now said very lit- 
tle ; I do not recollect hearing his voice. The 
men seemed to have gone aloft more for conver- 
sation than for work. I think I had before men- 
tioned the suspicions of the men in reference to 
Cromwell. A short time after the Commander 
said he thought it necessary to confine Cromwell. 
I told him that [ agreed with him, and tliat I be- 
lieved him to be a dangerous person. My mind 
had been carried back to many things that had oc- 
curred before this thing was known^ which I nev- 
er could account for till the disclosure of this plot ; 
such as Cromwell's absent mabner. [This, how- 
over, it was thought best to omit for the present.] 
I was about to hall the top and order him to come 
down ; but the commander told me to wait till he 
did come down, and then tell him that the Com- 
mander wished to see him. 

As soon as he came upon the Jacob's ladder I 
cocked my pistol and pointed it at him, and when 
be got on deck I told him the Captain wished to 
see him. When he came to the Captain he was 
ordered to sit down. The Commander told him, 
in effect, that there were many suspicions about 
him, and that he considered it necessary to confine 
him. He was told by the Commander that he 
would be confined in the same way with Mr. 
Spencer, and taken home, where he would be tried 
by (he laws of his country and acquitted if he was 
innocent ; if guilty he would be punished. He re- 
plied, " Yes, sir ; but I do n't know any thing 
about this ; I assure you that I don't know any thing 
about it.'* Something else passed, which I do 
not at this time recollect. The Commander then 
said something to me about Small, and asked if I 
did not think it best to coafiae him. I told him I 
thought it was, and he then told me to order him 
aft. Nearly the same ccmversation then passed as 
wiUi Cromwell. The Commander told him he 
wovJd be confined as the others were, brought 
kome and tried. Small did not deny hav- 
iag had conversation with Spenrer. The 
Captain Mod te him, "Spencer has talked with 



you about the plot," in which Small acquiesced 
and said Yes sir. He did not deny it and made 
no objection to being confined. The night Spen- 
cer was confined I think Small admitted he ha4 
talked to him about the nutiny. Small was diea 
confined in irons. All the officers were armed 
when Cromwell first came down from the ri^ 
ging ; and were stationed about the mast on difier- 
ent parts of the deck ready for action in case ui. 
any attack. They wore their arms afterward un- 
til their arrival here. 

On the 28th or 29th, I think Wilson, McKinley, 
McKee and Green were confijied. Wilson hail 
had a knife in a bag, which he bought mi the coast 
of Africa, and King told me that the night before 
he had kept it concealed about the guns. I came 
up and found King and Dickinson talking together. 
King said to me " Has Wilson drawn two or 
three knives from the store-room lately ? " I 
told him none that I knew of. He said, *' I heard 
that he had several knives in his sail-bag, and I 
think it would be a good plan to over-haid it ; he 
has had his bag there at the after part of that gun 
where Mr. Spencer is, nearly all day, and a kni& 
hid away in the rigging," which he thought he »it- 
tended to put into the hands of Mr. Spencer, loyer- 
hauled the sail-bag, and found no other knife than am 
African dirk, very sharp, and having the appearance 
of having been lately sharpened. This is the knife. 
[It was produced; tha blade was about six inches 
long and an inch and a half wide near the hafb— 
sharp on both sides and pointed. It had a sheath 
and a boae handle.] It had the appearance of 
having been recently sharpeaed. I was told that 
there was another knife in the possession of War* 
ner. That was sharp only en one side and curved 
on the back. I had seen it before. I ordered It 
brought to me and placed both in the arm-chest for 
safe keeping. 

I think it was at the same time that I said to 
Dickenson, (King having left,) " What do you 
think of these fellows?" alluding to Spencer, 
Croaiwell and Small. His reply was, that in his 
opinion " the d — d fool was on the [larboard, 
and the d — d scoundrel (or rascal) on the star- 
board arm* chest." Small and Cromwell were 
both on the starboard side, and I said to him^ 
" You mean Cromwell," being pretty well satisfi- 
ed of Che same thing in my own mind. He said, 
'* Yes, sir, he is the most dangerous man on board 
the ship. ' ' I recollect nothing ©Ise that happened, 

I had several conversations with King, Dicken- 
son, I think Browning, and Anderson, Captun of 
the forecastle ; and they all thouffht Cromwell the 
most dangeorous man concerned in the plot.^^ 
I had several conversations with them every 
day ; and used to ask them what they saw about 
the vessel. They teld me what they had seen 
— that before the affair they had seen Cromwell 
talking frequently with Spencer; that they were 
very intimate, 6bc. King told rae that he thought 
there was a collection ef arms iu the store- 
room. I overhauled it but found none. I then 
collected all the monkey-tails, holy-stones, 
marlingspikes, and such things as might be tised 
agamst us. They were locked up in the store-room 
and otherwise secnred. I did not know then thai; 
any other of die crew were implicated ; but I thiiik 
it was King who told me that he thought all tiM 
older boys were. 

After making up the record the Court adj. 



The Somers Mutiny and 



FIFTH DAY. 

Ths Court met at tke usual hour md wait called 
to ordar by tbe Fteaideni. 

Umc GderT GinsiVQoitT was tbe n recalled. 

' Bdbn proceeding witb hii ifstimony: Commander 

Hacfaeoilfl requeited ef Lho Court thai the wU- 

■apaiate from ihe crew of the North Carolina and 
■unested that tkey be kept on board the Somers 
until called for. 

The President replied that the oflicers and cren 
ti tbe Somen, wbo would be wiueaieii in this oasr 
were oov usdec command of Capt. Mackeniie u 
Commandat of the Somen, and that bis requcsi 
would be idbmitteJ to Com. JoNE^, as liii Coin 
mandlng Officer. 

Hii requeat was granted, the Court iajing tha 
tlie witneaiei had li&^n brought on board the Kuril 
Cftralina that they might be at hand au soon a: 
wCBteil. Com. Mackemie then banded to thi 
Coort B commuDication of which tbe roUowIng i: 



Jto UrEWH !*• Owrf.-Ai In gli 

nwdll tg''" ■'>" theybBve I 



ten, Bi near at I can recollect, were that if thej 
fBW an attempt made to rescue Ifae piisoiera, to 
blow out the braina of both the priaooera and thoae 
making ih* attempt ; if their saw the priaonera tbi- 
ward of the mainmasl and in communication with 
[he crew, ibey were to deitroy tham ; they ware 
tn keep a watchful eye upon the crew, and if they 
61W any mutinous attempt they were to use their 
upon them. He then ordered them forward. 
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:ion that 
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wasnmikeilbTaliniKCoiineofErienneeitMdallbDBgli 
Ibe principal olftnhn win nmnail, tbe gllemcn were 
lAefwardi redrcaed t>y tbe action ef iba proper CoDrt— 
Re maUBjifre* oalorthe lyMemUe craell]' of Ihe Cap- 
nb, and minemAed Inunedtatity by an act of crarlly, 
wUcta mAaiitt lh« deilh tf iwa mei;. Tbe mmlay on 
baud Ihe Biltlib MHateBsnaly crew oDiof Ebehrnlanii 
tftte flmaia and dOKtlr out of ao iosalt la are of ihe ot 
flMH. T^twUoti ateie^aimne Ibe crew of IbeFrauL 

neainf* a« ef l&B cnw ultaliaeEafmntiiiT. Uyi^iiecl 
lA Uhb ^mUeaUan la I4 slate tbat Lleui. cbu-tea Heiuy Da- 
Tk> wbo ua b»a ftir two Tesm apoD Ibe laaie v»nel wlih 
^••IMaiaw In thecLly and on bis waj; loWittiiBulen 

lEat aRA aa btttaiQiiy of Uenl. BmieToort ti eloaed , Mr. 
Datliiiay be eaai^ned, Alex. Slidell Hiokeiiiig. 

The Jodfa Advocate said that as noibine could 
bedaQeafaiintthiaundl Mr. Gansevuort's testimo- 
l^akiMUbecdoaed, and asbe wished to say a few 
wotda eonnacning the principle involved in the up- 
^ua^on, be thought tbe application iraelf should 
fca paa^oned uniU that lime. The Court asaent- 
•d and it WB> aeeoril ingly postponed. 

LieM. QanieTOort then proceeded with his tai- 
lamoay si fotlowa ; 

On tha •OMTDing of the lit. the day on which the 

dared me to arm all the peiiy oi1i<:er9 whom I 
thsafht to be true to the Sag. He had oipressed 
• wlah that they should be armed before, but not 
hiring myaeU foil confidence in them, I had nntil 
maw diacouraged it. On that tnoroing I obeyed tbe 
order and armed the petty officers that were true ; 
there wera Mven of them. Tbe Commaader or- 
dcridme, after tliey were armed, to report to him. 
He iben addieased them and gaie them their or 
dtra. I had na means of telling whether the oHi- 
.c«a were true or not oncept by judging from mj 
•CODftraation vlib them, and this in a great mea- 
MoA removed my suspicions that they weru not 
<nie. Tbe orders of Com. Mackeniie to tha oSi- 



by Commander Mackeniis to the oflicetB and si 
tbe day before, the 30ih, oidering us to give him 
DUr opinion as to the guilt of Spencer, Cromwell 
and Small and aa to the best course to be putaned. 
We collected in the ward-room where we »pentth« 
day in examining witneisea. It was at aboat S 
I [i'clock, I think, that the Commander ordered me 
to break up the Council, as he considered ihe vea- 
icl in danger and wished to show a force about 
tke decks. In examining the witnesssa I admin- 
I iitered an oath e( which I have a copy, and look 
I down the teatimony as they praoeded. After 
I hearing them read three of thoie who could write 
signed the depositions — those who could not, made 
I their marks. The original minutes are in the 
! Iianda af Mr. Heiskell, the coplei are m the psa- 
' session of Com. Mackenzie. [The papen aUadeil 
ID were then aent for,] Commander Machemlo 
intimated that the danger he apprefaendad waa 
trem the crew, not fron theelemeola. 

The inrestigatioa waa eeatinoed on ihe next 
moraing at about 9 o'clock, I believe. On tbe 
pievioui day ne exaniined eight or nine of tbe 
crew I believe. Moat of them were petty oScera : 
sonae frem among the apprenUces whom I sui- 
peoted to be concerned in the plot. Tha Com- 
mandet waa exceedingly anxious to know the result 
of the iavestigation, which occupied not a great 
ivhile tbe next day. I was not present during tbe 
nhole ef it, it being necessary for me to be on 
jeck. Tbe witnesses examined on the aecond 
lay were not the same as had been on the 
day previous. As aeon as the Council came to a 
decision, I repealeiJ the result to the commander, 
telling him that 1 would hand it to him in writing 
It soon Bi it was published. I told bim what 
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d a wish that the tetter ws 
mid be put immediately into 
.vaj considerable delay from 
dstakes made in copying. When it was done I 
handed it to him. He read it and showed it to 
Midshipman Spencer. The Commander has the 
original letter. [Commander Mackenzie here left 
to produce the leiler, and proceedings were ana- 
pended until his return. The oriiinal letter ad- 
drassed to tha oiGcera by Com. MackeDzie waa 
then produced, as was ^so the original of the 
aniwer. Bath these letters were read, and have 
been already published,] I went forvrard ta my 
duty and len the Commanderin conversation with 
Mr. Spencer. I waa not near enough to hear the 
reply whieh Mr. Spencer made to Com. Macken- 
tie's remark. When I saw them again Mr. Spen- 
cer had a Bible in his band and the Cemmander 
was aeated near him with a paper upon which be 
appeared to be writing, I did not bear the coo- 
versation then' The Commandarbaddetiiledtke 
difierent men who were to take tbe men under the 
main yard, on which they were to be executed. He 
told me that tha two of the higheic rank wne ta 
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take Mr. Spencer. Juat berore lie bmd ordered 
me to take the men ihsre ; iben I applied to him 
for permiMion to lake leave of Mr. 9p«ncer. 
He gave me permlMion. I wont up to Mr. 
Spencer, wbo took my huid in balh of hb, 
tin(lbe^;ed tne Teryearneitl; tofo»itehin ferthe 
many injuria* be liad dona me. He aaid he did 
not object to the (enlenire — helhoujht il wairiglii: 
add tbat bis pnniihmenl was jnit. He taid Ibai 
he deaeried dflntli but did not like the nay which 
the ConmandsT had chosen to put bin lo death ; 
or vordi to tbat eRett ; and added that he Bbonld 
tlaTe been elad to hsTe s lonfer time to prepars. 
Tliey were Iben loken to the gangway ; Mr. Spen- 
■cerand Small in the starboard gangway and Crom- 
weUin the larboard. Wbilef wasatandinglntbi) 
pangway near Small he asked mo if I would bid 
him good-hyo, and if I would forgite him. He 
told me that he waa guiity and deafTred his pun^ 
lifament. I think the Commander aaid to him 
"Smalliwhat have f done to yen ihaljoa won't 
bid roe good-bye?" Small replied "I did net 
know ikat you weald bid a poor buggir like me 
geod-bja sir." I tliink the Commander asked 
him if be bad ever treated bim badly or iotnetbing 
la (hat efiect and told him tbat be wa> aorry b? 
had to lake the coane he did but tbat the honor of 
the Bag and the lafely of the ci«w required it — o r 
aomething to that amouot. To which Small re- 
plied " Yf.tir, and Ihonir you for it; Ood 
ileit tkatfiag!'' 

Mr. Speocei' (hen asked Small if he nouldn'i 
forgive. Edsi. Small replied " Ah Mr. Spsacer 
that'a a hard thing for me to do. For you breugh t 
me to this." The Commander aaid "Forgive Mm 
Small ; den't go out of the world with any hard 
feelings in your heart." I did nothear Smdl'are* 
ply, but went over to the other side of the deck. 
Cremwell waa aittiog on the hammock cloth* 
with ihe whip aroandhia Deck. I bade bimgiKid- 
bye. He asked me to forgive bim, and aeiied my 
hand, graipiog it very violently. He add that ht 
waa innocent, and hoped that we 'd find it out be 
fore lix noDlba; or words to that efecC. 1 ibeti 
went over into the starboard gangway again, aod 
Ht. Spencer called to me, Mr. Spencer aaid, ai 
Dear aa I can recollect — " Vou may have beard 
that Jama ceward, and you may think that I 'm 
□at B brave man. Yoa can judge for yourself 
whether I die like b cowsrd or a brave man." At 
(hi( time I was ainiog in the gangway. I aleppni 
-daWDthe ladder, and Small asked peTmiaiion t» 
addreai ihe crew. The Commander gave peimis- I 



yard ; the wbipa were belayed, and the eider given 
to pipe down and pipe ta dinoer. Previso* te tha 
men going to dinner the Cominander uked how I 
thought it would da to gtvo three oheer* i I told 
bim I thought it would do well, aa it would beawy 
perhapi to tell from that among tboaa Ma 
were left who were wrong aod who were righti^— 
When the men aaaembled aft he toU tharo to rii« 
I three cheers for the American flag, wMchthef did, 
I] and hearty onea ihay were. 

They then went to dinner, aad after the vriaol^ 
—J bad hung aboQt an hour the Cunmandin •»■ 
dered me to deliver them over to their leapactiv* 
mesamatea and have thetndecantly laid out. Aftac 
they ware laid ,eut, the Commandai and' mJEiaif 
walked round aod inspected them. Theyiten 
afierwarda sewed np inBamitiodta, and Mr. S^aa- 
cer laid in a coffin which lutd been made from two 
mess-chests. They weieburiad by candle liahtMflB 
the second day watch — at ahoat 7 I ahenM tUok, 
when it was aa dark tbat you could not read ptiat. 
It had been acjuallf ia the sftemoaR, and we hid 
covered the bodiea over with tarpaulin, 
t omitted a conversation I bad with S 



■" Small, you 
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atbers that are at 
ptehend danger 1 ' 
thing for him to 



we have taken ma 

after McKlnley and On 

I asked — " Do you knoir of ■ 
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" Meaa-matea and Ship-mates !— I am no pirate. 
I never murdemd any body, but I only said I 
neuti. Now lee what worda will do. Take 
vaniagby me." He aaid that hia punlabment was 
■just, one ; tbat he did not object to it ; it was all 
right. He said ■ometbicg elM, which, though I 
hrard hia voice, I did not underataad. Mr. Spen- 1 
cer had asked permiasion lo give the order to Gre I 
the gun. The Commander gave him permissiaa to I 
_ do ao. I heard Small tall Spencer after bia apaecb, 
that he wai all ready. Mr. Spencer afterwards , 
told BroaiBlng, the Boaltwsin^ mate, who was I 
helding him in the gangway that he had net pow- 
er to give the order, and wished the Commuder ! 
taciva it. The Commander immediately gave the ' 
orwr, 'jtr*i' or ' itand ly— ^ra' — I forget which. 
I HBgeiK'iiri^i'aai the men were runup the nudn | 



I then asked him if Oram- 

igaged vriih Mr. Spencer la Mm 

plot. He replied — " That 'a a hard thing for nn 

[o say, Sir : and added tbat they were InthiJaM 

logedter, and be bad seen Spenosr gtvd CtotaM'd 

more mooey than iU 'd like ts give him or lead 

him, either. I aaid to bim— "That's not tb« 

ibioE : I want a plain answer to a plain quettltn. 

imweil deeply engaged with Mr. EkwB- 

' ~ lencer'a le take the vaasefwit 

officers! " He replied — ''U 

I <my body aboard af the brig la, ht is, St." I wU 

I thdnght •□ — and remained b few moments bj Ui 

^ide. . He made no feither commanioation ahotit 

it. At this time, Wilson, McKlnley, McKee anal 

Green, beside* Spencer, Cromwell lutd Small ware 

1 also omitted a conversation I bad with Ur. 
Spencer some time alter he waa confined, two cc 
three daya af^r, I think. He told Die that b* 
wiabud lo have a convaraation with me. I MU 
him that I was ready to hear it. He aaid hIa aiai 
ivaenotthen in a proper state to talk about it. :- 1 
nsked him if be would send for mewhenhewa* 
disposed to bold Bay convaraBiion. He raid h* 
would. The neit morning I went to bim at abatt 
ID ('clock, and asked bim ifbe was ready to coo- 
verse with me. He comiaencsd by laying that ha 
Il ad formed this plot on board of every vessel ha 
hsd boan in-^^eth in the Joho Adams and in the 



if it— bulit'vraaimposiible: U vai a laaniimiiH 
him. I think be wished na to mention it to A* 
Commander. I did«o — though I think not imiM- 
rlialely. I am not pofltive bow soon after. 

Jiidga Advoeatt.—VIn there any change in &» 
L-mduct of Ihe crew after the exoeutioo from whM 
it had been before? 

Ant. There wa*, air. I thuik ordera wata. 
obeyed with moM alaoityi aiKt there w«f liu 
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■■UiBDHa than there had been before ia the innn 
Dir of lorne of the men. 

Judge Adv. Wkit wore ihoie ihlrgi to whid 
jan leid your mind was cairied back when joi 
^nkecfCromiraU'i arreetT 



in article of clothing thoy would do it nadil; ; 
ifter that ttiey paid no attention to it. 

Judge Adv. — At Iha time of the eKeculianhow 
far were you from St. Thoma. 7 

Aa».—l «i 



r time, between Madeira and M^au- if for ihopurpow ofu.ing it. J Im mediately went 
Ted an abee»t manner in him. He I'P"? ■*^'='* »"<' •»" ^^ bave hold of the aae.mov- 
^artho fo™<,a.tte; I called to hi™ ;:-?;] ll',»f^,/°r!:.tP?ff!!f[^.il'V.1^?f^rJL* 



A*!. I alluded to thinga which bad occurred n« '. five ot.ii hundred miles, 
fcrbackaiMadeirawbonnoonebut myatlf, Mr,!' Jiidgi ^rfu —Have you mentioaed all the con- 
Spencer, Cromwell and Wales were onboard.— ' veriatiena you had with King and Dicketaonl 
IWe waa a good deal of work to be done— tei- ' ^»»— No, lir ; but all I can recollect, 
tine ia water, proTiaioni, Sib. Cromwell v.a- ' Judge Adji.—AfLer their arretl what cireiim- 
nombllDE abent the amount of duty required. J ! ttancet led ^oa t» Ikinlc a teicue vat intrnitd f 
Eeard hltn Bay that "it wa«"d— d hardaiage:" hp . j4B».*-Tho men whoac Dames were in the pepei 
■•id that to the ciew. He did not appear to drive j found in Spenoer'a looker, were McKinly, MeK«, 
«otba duty and assist in carrying out my orders ai Green, Goldeman and Sullivan, and lome uheri I 
In had done before, He would repeat my ord i^t9 " <la not recollect I had seen looka pasaing be- 
and then stand on the forecaalla without makir,(! tweon Mr. Spencer and McKee, McKinly. Mr. 
^ly altoropt to ae* them executed : he would dn Wslei reported to me one morning that Mr Spen- 
nothing more than repeat what I t»id tn bim. ter was exerciaing bis handa u^o- ■ i— •'- ~ 

At another t -'t— .1- 

ndo, I obserred ai 

waj sitting near the iu™ii»»uo , t tnji.u lu inwi,, -,, ■ , , . ■.,■;. . ■ ,„., , , 
three or four tdmea, to order him to pipe the bi,^. '■ f '^''^ "^« °J « with b,a irons on ; Wilson . hav- 
down. Ho got up very laaily, with a pipe in l.in , '"S C""™ "led the knifel have mentioned wa.al.0 
nwuth. His manner waa Siirespoctfulf and i:. ■ • •uap"!ious c'rcun.slj.nce. Mr, Wale. I thiak, 
- . . .r .... ™»n^joned Wilson's having been about iho lauach, 

McKioly's having hu hand upon a band- 

leBtfir."'d^7agoftomli^mo'amall''ma7- ! 'P'''^ '" ^^>^'J ■"«" '""''"g "bout for soma 

«r, and « timea used most outrngeou. and bk^- ■■ "*»P?J- Hi. manner.waa so threatenmg a, to m- 
pbonou. language toward the boys. I recollect ^"" "'" "^^" '° '^"'' ^" P""'' ""* ^^"P "^ 
•ne night wlule hauling down the head sails, 'Jit "pon him. „, , , , . 

Ucing. got iammed in the .tayi. He.aid^G— J!| ^'•^S': Adv.—W^ the conduct of the rest of 
d~n the jib and auv and the d-d fool that inven led '''" '"^ *''" '^^ " '"" of Spencer, CromweU and 
it," er something like that. I reproved him :i^. Small, improved or olherwise. ■ 

mnlyforthia; he knew that the CororaandetlaJ , -*■ Otherwi.e, decidedly ; and from them I drew ^ 
Moaed it to bo so fitted, aa I had told him of 1. "^ co^clu'ioo *»' a rescue waa intended. They 
before. When I reproved him for ibis and other i font'«™lIy Coveted about the mrinmaat, collecting I 
dSences, lus aaanner waa autlen. Such instance^ "■ '"""' '■"^ '""""S toSBtber on the forecaatle and 
ware continually eccurring— «U ef which it is im- ' '° Ba°8»"'J». '"d oilen separaiing on my appear- 
/ poaiible for mo to r«oliecl. A change of man „e, ■ "=": "'^ "«™5 «""'i"B »" '^"- ' could hear. So 
•n board ship ia very oa«ly ebserved, and I l.i.l ! f" " I could judge it K-oi anil nay Jim heh^ 
ohierved it in this case, but eonld not trace it w 1 '*"' "" ""<"* "'"' " ""^^ "^^ if't^'^ 
kny causa until I waa totd that there was a mui^n)' ' Judge Advocate. How was the top-gallant maaC 
no board, and then my mind turned back id lasiL^ I carried away on the occasion you allude tol 
> iaaUneea which had occurred. A. I was ia the ward-room and did not sea it. 

Judge Ade —Was there any changA observable Mr, Haya or Mr. Thompson waa officer of the. 
tij you in tha conduct of any ethers of the crew ! Meek. 

Aw.-Ihad obwrved aeaman Small and tl,e ' .J'^g' advocate. CromweU asked you lo for- 
fteernge ceok Gallia fr.qoently utlking together >n f "}""'■ D«* >" 'P'"'y "r what ha asked jour 
Spanirii; and carolesiness on the part of Sciall ™'«"™'""' 



•boat doing his duty. On soaepartof the nasaBco, i , ' , ^ ^'j "Ji 1 ,. . 

• aheet wtS carried away. The yard w„%lev»' d , -^"i^' "'''',■ "V" >"" I^" ''« *"*' "" '"^^ 
aama, and the Commander ordered me te shiA lb.- -"'" Spencer s locker, and were you present when 
lulnrds end for ead. Small, Godfrey, Goldeman " ™,' . u ■ , t 

W Sallivan wera then deing diily. I ordered , '*■, ^ *" PV","" "''" " "" "''«>'■ ^ I' "" 
lliem I. mahethe necei.ary chtnges, but they w.re I ^"""^ °" '^^ ""S''^ ">!" Spencer was confined; In 
l-ey while about it, and I finally had to go ahifi S" l™''"' c"""'"^ '" » PSP^-- looking-gla.s case 
■J-lf, 1 found they had done the work in such ' ^"""•h'd with a drawer was a raroi-case -hieh I 

• alovenlj manner thai I had to do it all over ■■ oP*"*'* »""* """ 'o™" such a piece of paper a> 
The manner of aU except Gooftey waa very -Lift-: "f"" "T ""■"" ""? '"''''•' "^ '^ V?!',.7V 
anddiareapectftil. r } j .jthelist. No raiorwas in ihecase. I abouldlhink 

t,j.. jj. -a 1 . , , lithe ramr-caaeshown was theone. fTho list wa« 

*r^l^fVZrl7 l?" ^"*^ any chang^ ..> ■ here produced,] This waa the list fennd in Ibe 
XJ^^^J^^ f ^ crew-and M *hni. e.«. [The names were in Greek character., ]- 

,dM.— Befoni we reached Madeira their condiiCi ^ of his own which no one else could read, I thowad 
waa very good, but after letvhig there the crew , the list lo the Commanderimmediataly, but notto 
■swre TO17 slack, and 1 had frequently to drive t Mr, Spencer till some day. after. I had ptovions- 
?" "t?!^'™'^" ThSjwonlf&eqiientlydiso-Sly told Mr. Spencer that those paper* had bem 
h«y small o^dere, such as putting eloihas away, lound. He answered that ha presumed so. A 
Ao., and this canliBBed to inereaae up te the day amaUerpieer -' ^■■- - 

• «Mouu<n>. Bebre, if I toid them to pat a*.ay ten on it, ai 
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>««8e; but as none of the namei were those of officers 
•on board, I thought it had no connection with the 
matter. I showed these papers to Mr. Spencer on 
the dOth, I think. He then read off the names in 
English, and Mr. Delong took down the names as 
^e read them off. I recollect nothing else that 
would throw any light upon this inquiry. 

Cross-examined.— C^pt, Mackenzie proposed 
to Mr. Gansevoort the following questions : 

Qtt6«^»<?n.— Was there or was there not a writ- 
ten routine of duty to be carried on on board of the 
Somers, and did or did it not forbid the use of to- 
bacco by the apprentices, and were not the officers 
ordered to copy their routine into their journals ? 

^n#.— -There was such a notice, and I gave the 
order from the qommander to have it copied into 
the watch-bills of the officers. A copy was in the 
watch-bill that was kept on deck, for the use of the 
officers of the deck. 

QttC«.— Did not a number of the crew in one 

watch break their liberty at Santa Cruz, and thus 

prevent others from going ashore, and were there 

net among them those whose names were on Spen- 

^:er's list? 

Ans, 'Some did break their liberty, and among 
them were McKinly and Green, whose names I 
believe were found on the list. 

Ques. — Was there any bright work about the 
Somers, except the arms and the fixtures of the 
guns necessary to be kept bright ? 

iln«.— None that I know of. 

Ques. — After the discovery of the intended mu- 
tiny and before the examination of the ringleaders, 
was the Somers in a condition to go into action 
with any prospect of sustaining the honor of the 
American flag ? 

iln«.— No, sir, I do not think she was, and I 
•hould have been vexy sorry to have had her make 
'the attempt. 

Q. From what you observed and knew of the 
spirit and feelings of the crew and of the progress 
of the mutiny up to the time of the execution of 
the ringleaders, did you then, or do you now be- 
lieve that the Somers ceuld, or could not have 
been safely brought into port unless the ringlead- 
ors were execut^ ? 

A, I did believe that she could not huve been 
otherwise brought ifUo port, and I do believe so 
now, I think she never could have reached port 
in the hands of her Officers, if the execution had 
not taken place. I thought so then ; I think so now. 

Q. Did you distinctly recollect that the Com- 
mander gave orders to blow Mr. Spencer's brains 
out, or to put him to death, if any rescue was at- 
tempted 7 

A. The language I used was my own. The 
Commander's orders were to destroy them'^to put 
them to death. He did not tell me to give the or- 
der to blow out their brains. But I passed the 
order in that form because these were yoang Offi- 
cers, and if an attempt were made to rescue the 
prisoners I felt the importance of putting them to 
death. I thought that if the shot was wasted, and 
the prisoners only wounded and taken forward, 
this might excite and drive on the mutineers to 
the accomplishment of their purpose. My object 
was to have them killed at once that those who 
were attempting the rescue might see it and be de- 
terred from their object. My purpose was to save 
jhot— (as we had none to waste,) and at once to [ 
•dostroy the dangeroas persons. 



Q. Did you see in the Comnuinder or any of 
the officers of the Somers, during the difficultieSv 
any traces of unmanly fear, of a despotic temper^ 
or any qualities unbecoming an American officer t 

A. I saw nothing of the kind. The conduct •f 
the Commander throughout the whole wsu of ike 
most unexceptionable character, and I eonnder 
the country fortunate in having had such a Com^ 
mander, a man of so much decision, at such a 
time and under such circumstances of respontp^ 
bility and danger as then esfisted. Too mticli' 
praise cannot be awarded to all die officers. 

Q. After the confinement of Spencer and be- 
fore the execution did you meet anv vessels 7 

A. My impression is that wo dii not. 

Lieut. G. was then dismissed, and aftir making 
up the record the Court adjourned. 

SIXTH DAY. 

WEDNESDAY, Jan. 4, IMBL 

The Court assembled at the usual hour, and thift 
record of the preceding day was read by the Judge 
Advocate. 

Some sealed letters were handed into Court by- 
Captain Gregory, found en the person of Walchuiy 
one of the suspected persons. Waltham, it was 
stated, said that they were letters handed to hioi 
by persons in Liberia, addressed to their friends ini 
this countrv. The Court decided that they kad 
nothing to do with them, and th^ were ordered to 
be forwarded to their destination. 

M. C. Perrt was then called, and sworn. He 
testified as follows : 

I was on board the Somers on her late cruise, fi» 
the capacity of Acting Master. The discipline on 
board, after leaving Madeira, was good umtil 
reaching Porto Praya — after which time, uiitii 
the execution of Midshipman Spencer, it wai not 
so good. Tb^^elder portion of the cr<9w wwm 
Bvithfr^ an(ijai0rose ia their manner. Orders had U^ 
be re^poated several times before they were obeyed. 
There was a marked difference in their manner—* 
though it is not easy to describe it. It daily gnm 
worse until the execution. I first heard oi the fai*^ 
tended mutiny immediately aSker evening quarterv 
on the 26 tb of November. I was told of it by Afid- 
shipman Rogers, of whom I had made inqairy."** 
This was on the same evening that Spencer wee 
arrested, and while they were putting the iroe* 
upon him. The Log-Book of the vessel is under 
my charge. [The Log-Book was heie produced.! 
This book contains a true and faithful account m 
the occurrences of that voyage, so far as I knoer» 
Nearly all the entries are in my hand-wridng-^ 
those since the 26th November. They were en- 
tered at the end of each sea-day. The book her 
not been out of my possession, nor }iave*any air 
terations been made in it, since that time. Os 
the evening of the 26th, the Commander ordered 
me to take the wheel— which I did, and then saw 
all the officeis coming aft except Mr. Hayes. I 
then saw the Commander address Mr. Spenoeiv 
though I heard nothing of what he said. Mr*- 
Gansevoort took his sword from him and broegfat 
him aft, close by hiy side. Mr. Spencer said— "I 
don't remember what I told him— in fact, I cannot: 
tell," or words to that effect — ^though I did not heer 
the question to which this was an answer. Smell 
and Mr. Wales were brought aft and quettioiied hf 
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tb» Gommandes separately. When the retreat was 
beaten, I gate tip the wlioel to one of the crew, and 
asked Midshipman Rogers what was the matter. 
He told me, and I went below and een versed with 
Mr. Wides on the subject, and understood that the 
C om maader did not know of the paper in Spen- 
cer's handkerchief. I went on deck and told him 
of it. I then relieved the officer of the deck, as 
my watch came on, and received a brace of pistols 
an4 a cutlass, with orders to put the prisoner to 
death if he made the least attempt to escape, or 
Bi^ tnk& who should attempt his rescue. These 
orders were passed to me by the officer of the 
deck, Mr. Hayes er Mr. Thompson, I forget which. 
At the end of ray watch I was reHev^ and re- 
ceived orders to be constantly about the vessel.— 
The next day in the ailemoon the main top gal- 
lant mast was carried away at the upper part of 
^the*sheave-hole of the top gallant yard rope. Mr. 

^...^ Spencer alone was then in confinement. I was in 

tkiB ward room and merely saw the mast carried 
•way through the sky-light. I went forward and 
let go the main weather top gallant brace. I no- 
ticed that Wilson, Cromwell and Small were aloft, 
and I thought then that it was veiy singular that 
Wilton should be there, as he was no sailor and 
was then doing nothing. J soon went below again. 
I do not know how the mast was carried away.— 
Mr. Gansevoort soon came below and gave me a 
pistol and ordered me on deck to take my station 
iQ the starboard gangway: and to shoot down any 
persons who should attempt a rescue, as he was 
goiiig to confine Cromwell. I remained on deck 
antil about 9 o'clock, and saw Cromwell and 
Small in confinement. After this each officer had 
twopistals, a cutlass and cartoach hex with orders 
to shoot any of the prisoners if they were seen 
forward of the mainmast. On the 28th Mr. Gan- 
aeveort asked me if I thought it safe to take any 
jnore prisoners, and whether, if necessaiy to do 
so, Spencer, Cromwell and Small ought first to be 
disposed of. I came to the conclusion that the of- 
fio^s csuld not take care of any more than the 
first three, and if they had to take any more pris- 
oners the safety of the vessel required that the first 
three should be put to death. 

On the 30th, in the forenoon, Wilson, McKinley, 
Greene and McKee were confined in doable irons, 
on suspicion of being concerned in the mutiny. — 
The CoBunander soon after addressed a letter to 
tha waid-room officers and the midshipmen, re- 
questing their pinions as to the proper disposal 
sf ^^penoer, Cromwell and Small. The officers met 
inthewardfroom, apd spent Uie day till dusk in 
examining witnesses—when the Coidbiander sent 
down word that he wished the officers to be mov- 
ingjabout the vessel. During the night I was in 
the CoBunander's watch, and had orders to shoot 
down any of the prisoners who should be seen fox^ 
ward, and to see that every body was quiet. The 
officers kept watch and watch through the night— 
the Commander having the first and the morning 
watches. About 9 of the 1st I took charge of the 
deck, and remained there till the ether officers had 
made up their opinion, when I was relieved, went 
below, and coincided in their opinion, which was 
the same that I had expressed befoxe. I went on 
deck and took charge of the forecastle. I heard 
the Commander tell Cromwell that he allowed him 
tm minutes to live, and that he should then hang 
him to the main yard-arm. Cromwell said " I am 



innocent — Lord of the Universe look down upon 
me !'' I went forward to my station. The whips 
were taken aloft and secured, two to the starboard 
yard-arm and one to the larboard. la about an 
hour I saw the prisoners brought forward to the 
gangway. I then saw Spencer and Small speaking 
to each other, but heard nothing. They were then 
lifted on the hammock netting and the ropes 
secured to their necks. The Commander then 
told me that Mr. Spencer would give the order to 
fire the gun, and directed me to have live coals at 
hand in case the match shoald not go, and also to 
make the crew clap on with both hands to the. 
whips. I obeyed all these orders, and told the 
crew not to let go, bat when they got forward to 
stand still and hokl the rope till ordered to belay. 
The Commander soon after called out ** Stand by,^* 
I took the apron off the gun— drew a pistol and 
cocked it thinking that some of the crew would 
attempt a rescue. He then gave the order ''fire.'^ 
The gun was fired, the prisoners run to the yard* 
arm, and the ensign and pennant hoisted. All 
hands were called to cheer ship, and three hearty 
cheers were given to the American flag. They 
were then piped down and piped to dinner.—' 
In about an hour the watch were called, and orders 
given to Uy out the dead for burial. This was 
done, and at 6 o'clock that evening all the lanterns 
were lighted and distributed. I was ordered to 
see that the crew had their prayer books and res- 
ponded. The dead were buried according to the 
Episcopal forms — all hands were piped down and 
the watch called. The same orders were passed 
respecting the four prisoners that were left, as had 
been bejere concerning the three. Nothin|^moro 
happened till we arrived in the United States. 

Previous to the arrest of Spencer, I 'heard Mr»^ 
Rogers report Green disobedient several times.* 
There was a great falling off in the discipline 
previous to the arrest : parties of the crew mus- 
tered together in different parts of the ship. Mr. 
Spencer's familiarity with those suspected and 
his keeping aloof from his messmates were also no- 
ticed. Mr. Spencer did not mess with me. I had 
heard him make no ^declaration concerning the iar 
tended mutiny. I knew of his giving SmaiQ tobac- 
CO. This familiarity was chiefly with Cromwell, 
Green, Warner, and Small, aad others whom I da. 
not remember. He was continually laughing and'^ 
joking with them in a manner not usual with offi- 
cers. This had attracted my notice before the ar- 
rest. A short time before he was often sitting on 
the forecastle having marks pricked in his arms and 
breast. I sometimes spoke to him about it in an 
indirect way, to which he only replied that ho 
meant to have it done, though perhaps he should 
be sorry for it. He seemed surly towards his 
messmates and smiling to the men. I never heard 
from him, Cromwell, or Small any declarations as 
to their intentions. The evidence before the eoun-, 
oil, Green's familiarity with Spencer, Wilson's 
being so much about the mainmast, and his 
disposition to speak to the prisoners, led to their 
confinement, as did also the fact that their namea 
were upon Spencer's paper, with those of McKin- 
ley aad McKee. I had seen no acts of insubordina-^ 
tion in McKinley and McKee. 

After the prisoners were confined, I was led to* 
believe that a rescue was intended by the fietcM that 
those whose names were upon Spencer's pap«r 
were continually about the main-mast in sight of 
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the iHisoners, and collected in knots about the ves- | 
sel ; that they did not obey their orders with the 
same alarcity as previous to the arrest of Mr. Spen- 
cer ; and by the general disposition of those found [ 
HDOB the paper. The carrying away of the mast 
also added to my suspicion. When I had charge 
of the deck, moreoter, in the first watch of the 
29th, iht boom tackle was carried away, and in 
a moment a great many persons appeared to 
rush aft. I immediately told the boy at the wheel 
to get hold of the weather- sheet. I picked out 
two or three of the best and most tmsty seamen to 
stay, and ordered the rest to go forward. They 
did not seem disposed to go. They did not 
move. I repeated to order and I walked for- 
ward. The commander coining on deck at the 
time, they left the quarter det^k. It was then 
quite dark. I saw the indiscribable manner to 
which I have before alluded. / should think fif- 
teen or eighteen men rushed aft, though there 
was no necessity for more than three or four. Of 
these who rushed aft som mene I considered trusty. 
The order I gave was '^ Some of you, come aft." 

When the men were collected in knots, they 
never permitted me to hear what they were say- 
ing, though sometimes they would speak up loudly 
upon some other subject. Their manner on such 
occasions was v6ry unusual. Four was the largest 
number I ever saw together. These were the cir^ 
cumstances that led me to believe a rescue would 
be attempted. 

After the arrest and before the execution, the 
insubordination, so far I could judge, "mas mi the 
increase* It grew worse daily,— and after the 
execution the change was very marked : the dis- 
cipline was then as good as I had ever seen it. 
After the arrest and before the execution we met 
a French brjur. I gaw her myself; she was half a 
cable's length off, I phould think. We Wrded 
her ; she was a merchant brig. This was on the 
morning of the 28th, civil time. 

Questions bt Commander Mackenzie. 

Q. When the braces were carried awa^^, and 
you ordered a few men to go aft, was it easy to 
get even a few to go aft ? 

A. It was not easy, and on this occasion more 
came than were wanted. 

Q, Did you ever hear me reprimand Cromwell 
for striking the boys too hard, or for cursing 
them? 

A* I do not remember. 

Q. Was the duty of the Somers conducted with 
regularity— did we fire at targets with great guns 
and exercise with the broad sword, &c., and was 
the Somers in an effective condition f 

Ans, We did, and the vessel was in an effective 
eonditton. 

Q,ues» Was attention paid to health and gene- 
ral education 1 

Ans, Yes sir ; more than I had ever seen on any 
other ^occasion. I know of ne navy regulations 
which were not perpetually enforced on board the 
Somers. 

Qites, Do you know of any place on bolird the 
Somers where three prisoners could be kept in 
safety beyond the reach of rescue from the crew 1 

Ans, I do notf sir. 

Ques. At the time of the execution did you, or 
do you now believe, that the Somers could have 



Ans. I did not then think so, and I have been 
confirmed in the opinion since. I think now thi^ 
she could not have been brought into any' port if. 
the execution had not taken place. 

Ques. Do you believe that after the arrest ancl 
before the execution the Somers was in a condition 
to go into action with a prospect of sustaining the 
honor of the American flag 7 

Ans. I do not think she was, on account of tl^ , 
crew. 

Ques. Did you from the time of the arrest of 
Spencer till your arrival here observe ia the com- 
mander or any of the other officers any evidence , 
of unmanly fear, of a despotic temper, or of any 
qualities unbecoming an American officer ? 
Ans, 1 did not sir. 

Question by the Court. At the time of the exe 
cution did you hear any of the conversation be- 
tween the prisoners and the officers ? 
Ans. I did not— I was not near enough. 
On reference to the ]og4»ook, Mr. Ferry stated 
that it was on the morning of the ZOth, and not 
after the confinement of the prisoners that the So- 
mers spoke and boarded the French brig. This 
was previous to any knowledge of the mutiny. On > 
the 28th a vessel was report^ three points on the 
larboard bow as I see by the log-book, but by whom 
she was seen I do not know. 

Mr. Ferry's examination was here closed. 
H. M. Heiskell was then called. — I was Par- 
ser on board the Somers, and first heard of the in- 
tended mutiny on the morning of the 26th Novem- 
ber, from Mr. Wales, who came into the ward- 
room and said to me, in a low tone, that S|>eneer 
had en the evening previous revealed to hmi the ' 
plan of the mutiny. The officers were all to be 
murdered, and he was to be appointed third officer 
en board, and the vessel was to be made a Pirate. 
He did not say much to me, as he was afraid of 
being seen talking to any of the officers. He 
wished me to make the matter known to Mr. Ganp 
sevoort. I replied Uiat, as soon as'he should come 
into the ward-room, I would do so. He soon came 
in, and I told him of it. Through the day, the 
communication between Mr. Gransevoort and Mr. 
Wales was throHgh myself. The matter was made 
known to the Commander by Mr. Gauisevoort. 
Through the day I made known to Mr. G. facts as 
they came to my recollection, and he repeated 
every thing to the Commander, fti the evening, 
while the Doctor and myself were in the ward-room,' 
we were called on deck, and immediately afterward' 
Com. Mackenzie came up to Mr. Spencer and 
addressed him as has been already stated. Blr. 
Spencer acknowledged that he had aspired to the 
command but that it was only in joke. He wbb 
then placed in double irons. Three or four weeka 
before this I saw Spencer tear up a piece of paper 
ia the ward-room, upon which were written secret 
characters— though what they were I could not 
tell. From remarks made then Ithinkby Mr.Spen^ 
cer himself, I knew they were secret charactera, 
though I could not see them. The paper waj 
about as large as half a sheet of letter paper and 
there were a number of lines upon it. About ten 
days before the plot was discovered, Mr.. Spencer 
and myself were standing by the forward hatch, 
when he commenced speaking ahont pitaucal vci- 
sels; and remarked that if he were onboard of one 
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•aalheriD *i|bt, and (I believt) never to alUtck '^not to bn equal tothaumpla andiTM tlinnrD owr- 
•M nnleas be weio eeitVD of orerpaw*rIn£ bar. I jj boBrd. 

diink he addeit tbat ba would not carry any spare | Tbe Coun said tlisse qaeerioPB were unaecsaacy 
•pan or nils, baC mpplj blmtelf from ibe Teaaele I as it was alwaya taken for grantad that ereij lei- 
tbat be niigbt take, and tbat he would deetray all ad was well aupplied witb good ratios. 

, ... ... ,.n.__ i_ -,igiiad n, re- I Com. Mackeniie said he would be glad loshow 

" ' ibat be not only did his doty to bie men, but tbat 

. , ^ . .1 be also insisted that Mr. HeisiiBU should pay for 

direclkm from tbe one be would tall them be in. 'i this bad bread as it was bis busmeis Ls protect 
tsaded to puTsue. He remarkEd that it required the Goiemment. 

money to got a vessel. I do net remember what Qaes. As a genileman unacquainted with tba 
lsd_to tbia conversation. i| naval service, and fresh from private life, did you 

mutiny was dis- :; ever spe any treatment of the crew net ia perfect 
nd myself were I accordaoce witb your sense of justice, tmd humane 
in the ward-room — tbe two Erst aitting at the t*- and kind as the proprieties of life required '■ 
ble, I reclining on tbe berth. On the table was a ' Xni. I never did, 
chart of tba West India Islands, Mr. Spencer ' Qart. Did you beh 
began speaking to the Doctor about tbe Isle of thai the Somets could 
Pines, and commenced searching- for it on the '■ i/ tlja execution had not taken piaceT 
chart. The Doctor told him that it was a place ■ Am. t thought then and still ihink that ihort 
frequented by pirates, and asked if ho bad any ao- »as great danger every mamenl that Ikoie per-: 
qnaJntancfl there. He made no reply. I once i ,gg, ^gfg (,„ loard. 

■aw in the ward-room a picture of a schooner, of Que,. Did you observe in the commander or 
whichlthinktheiDaatarakBdverymucb, though III other officers an indication of unusual fear, a des- 
do not remember that she had a flac- I bad no : pciic temper, or ot any qualities unbeceming an 
coaversation witb Spencer, Cromwell or Small American officer 1 
befort or subsequent to the anoet; ner with any' ^nj. No, sic. 

odier of (be ctBw, touchlog the alleged mutiny.— After making up the record tbe Court a^j. 
The crew consisted of one hundred and ttcenty i _ 

Vlrnmi, of whom seven wer« officers in the steer- , 

■<., M.di.« Mr. s^c. f..ri.ih. ...d. SEVENTH DAr. 

roam, and the Commander., Theis were eight , THUESDAT, Jan. 5, IMS. 

peiq' officers, and four rated aa seamen, making I j)^^ C(,urt met pursuant to adioBrnmant— sill 

twelve, nine ordinary seamen, six kndsmen, and ' . . 

ameDty-fbor apprentices, ralad ai boys, making in ' "® ™*'"™" present. 

■U one hundred and twenty. The boys were I TheJadge Advocate ha™g read the journal of 

nted in three classes, according to their capacity, yesterday's proccediDgs, 

I heard no declarations of Small, Spencer, or ' Commander Mackeniie then submiUed the fol- 
Cromwell at the lima of the mecuiion, as I stood lowing request to the Court ; 

loo far off. The evidence taken before the Council \ May il pUati t\i Cimrl : AiaU Itae nmtlnln on record 
of officers induced ma, with Mr. Wales's 
ment, to units with tba opinion they gave 
Gonmander. The witnesses, mingling wi 

™,, hjd ..., ,yp™.u, ,. j.dB. .t ,b.,, r.,1. :' pSrSSi'ASS. 

utgs and dispositions. i i 

Between tlw coaBnement and the execution of il ' 
dw prisoners, tbe gangway and forecastle were , 
very much crowded, to that I had difficulty in ''{ 
paiaiiig. This had not been so previous to tbe 
amst, nor did I observe it after tbe execution. — i 
There was a chilnge. I bad called the attention ' 
of the officer to tbe matter, and had requested him 
to have the passage kept clear. 1 

QVBaTlONB BT COMMANDER H&CKBNZIB. j | 

Qvei. How much tobacco, segscs and soap did i 
Mr. Spencer draw from you during the cruise ? I ' 

Am. (On reference to his book.) From Sept. I ' 

]2toNov.26hedrew 725 »<^rs, 11 ponods of 'i,|-hom„i,y, ■ - - - — 

tobacco and foar bars of soap. This was a very | TbU evidence Is rendered owre Dccsissry by a ststenwit 
■misual quantity — much more than any other officer m t""-"? S?"',"'* roonOsoIUie newqrapeii, m lam In- 

J \ , i - J . . - v.1. rormea, thsl I w«j ccttcl sad oppressive OH hoard the lade- 

drow, except of soap. ™dMe»Bs«rstllenu™nisuda«ecUii«CoianiapilBiofibe 



ined grievanees. 


x.T.-aiii;!n;"hf.«;Ss 


isw'^e*^ 


oied, were sftemnU wtemaly rtdrewd. 




hemmiryofthe 






Iccroellyofberi 


Cpisin, Bodbrolefonh in cnci 






'whicb occuloned \hr dni) 


lOflwoot 








clfy prsiokeifbi 


"iH^rSrS! 


if the bn- 
It was dl- 




af,f."X 




ins Ibe tblpwr«hed cie» of It 


le Freaeh 




biAd bf tl» iDcapaeiiv ud vsi 


gtoTcskn- 






rforc co» 






IUi.B<,ni. 


«"ha'^e™*.o' 


HteU 1 hue bad ihe bonr to ■ 










■^.^.^^:^!^. 


tB or Incspscity wblch migbl proroae 



r. ABpurser,doyouknowwbetherlhBCom. FsirOeld. Ilfcaiberaaildby tbe t^oanibat UhaiBoUilig 

i~.d„ t„k ,»,..,.„ a,., ,h. „j,i.i... „™, \: r^cS,s&s'«^i^siir5&s;ss 

to the erew were of good quality ; and if so, can you '■ iiprodocesiiof varrisrfcituqBalli]'} but no ADierkaa caa 
lemember any circumstance illnatraiive of the fact? |<^'''< ^ ^ iadKRiren to it. FaliUc oiilBion iiai iiee a lei la 
.^iM. lean. While at Monrovia the supply of bread ' »toLrcSndset*iialdb»lsldW(lireili» 'orlj,*?'Boi g^ 
was small. I found there was some hard bread to U^t tbe Conn caaie m ibis d^ctifon. 
be had there, and took a sample of it to the vessel. , i„^™»„';^t'!lS^S^'S Po'llSn^^^^."^^^ 
In the aftenoOD I received an order frnm the Com-! >IIibepBiii>liinnitilai£i Aip win inltctHi b> order a{ 
nander to purchase ai much as one of the cutters l^j o°k'£'Sl'S'n»iSn'bedenii™uIe "°'**™''f f''* 
would cany. When It came oa board it was found ll mt\ tbsisi Comoiaidlsg Officer of tbe DolphlBleabreeS 



Exeeulum of Spene^, CromweU and Small. 



.d he «&• 




OTUietDini oppsSlP Ibe tr^Scane orihe Aniniun Camol, 
RCrivid him OB board wiili liu fua\iy, ud e^vE rcfngr ta 

orilMiHilliuili, frota Ihe coafligrBiloD inif lu drankn 

I arn also mrpsred to proiD ihai on Uie tenulnaUonof 
llw dril nr in Ihe OricDWl HvimUlr of urban the 

■wu aboBl 10 f dler the nln of Moailnldai at the bsad of 
■ Iw rti i Df hroclou IpdunblnnnniniiBi board th? 
Ool^Un U nun Itau twcntr biillTUii>la,li>dii4b>i Kmal 
UfB oaccn of MUe.nbo mre denilv compromlied, 
■bcndoiwd Id the CtmtiB tiC Ihdr bmllj Uw nclnriTe ue 
arm* calilii, sod ooBTned Umn loiptaECaTBlUT. 

T£at in OJh nasDer la Uw PairiKd I •rlibdnw fiwn 
ttnmaed dnth at BncDoa Aym, Hreral IndliUBSIt, 
-conpiahad (iw psUttol oOteca, ud thalldldtliliwlib- 
«UlbrMUuliiBlH«Milt(Mu4rar mywirud &r dt 
coiiBD7,eriheaalborfllaarBDciua Am^ EDnclltated by 
Uw cnerHUe nnaami vklcb ] hHl taken id ndil the at- 

IdRhu, Hd to euend Ihe rlehla or tHmiemiu bqroud the 
DatuaialRiud u> tbam b; ibclawi ofnllou. 

TbAC vaiiaoa facli 1 im freparcd to pnn by wltoeBPB 
BOW in aiu ndancp OD Lhe Gonrt.atid whohaTG aremtcalU 
ardBlyatadtam»<[«sNei>-Tork. irilbelhcVwiin' 



ALEX. 9I.IDBLL 



Copt. Stewatl saiJ 
relatBd to occurraneea 
to fata ootid net on boai 
■iUe; but no other i 
by [Lb Court, aa [hey 
inca the occurrences oi 

The Judge Advoi»i 



Eberefore who were n 
what occucied on baa 
charged. 

BXAMtNATlON OF 

Dr. Letceck ;wom ; 1 was on boat 
mers as Paned Assiitant Surgeon duric, 
cruiie. I fitBt heard of the intended r 
of iha aeth November, wh 



iraUed Di 



ling quan 



W. then accused Mr. Sp 

Ollicera. He aUo accused him of having a cun- 
vetiion with Mr. Wale) on the aubject. He ac- 
kaawledged that be had auch a conterastion with 
Jflr. Wales, bui I believe be said it »as la iegt.— 
[Thij witness recount«i the arrest of Mr. Spencer, 
■"-- carrjing away of the [op^galJi 



oceedings before tbom, and the exscutian of 

■■ ■ InuU on the Isi Dec. in 

auoly related \yj the odier 

mined.] The i 



eofll 



UDCil w 



nined w 



nail. 



of the oHi'cBi 



of Croi 



the four others —McK inly, Mc- 
Wilaon— [he holding of theCoun. 
the nqiieat of Com, MackeDiie, 



ime to the conclusion th 

and the vessel sieved. I heard epeocer previoua 
[o bis execution ask to speak to Mr. Wales, asd 
also sslt Small to fbrgivn liim. About 2 or a days 
before Mr. Spencer was amsted, aa well aa I can 
remember, ha wKi in the Ward-Room where 
Purser Ueiskell and m>self were. I was 
at the lable looking over charta of the 
coaat of Africa and the West Indies, when Spencer 
asked me if I knew where the Isle of Pines was. 
I told him iiwaa somewhere Dnihe coast cf Cuba, 
and I believe I asked him at the time if he knew 
any body there, Bud remarked that I had heard 
it was a great piratical resort. Mr. Spencer made 
ao further obsenatioa that I know of, but contin- 
ued for same time looking atteniivoiy over the 
chart of the West Indies, and then apoke of the 
homeward ciuise of Ibe Potomac from Btacil. I 
recollect he asked Cromwell, when he was on the 
aiek list otTCape Mercerado, if he had ever been 
on the coait of Africa before. I ibiak he said be 
had, and be then asked what vessel he wu in, end 
be replied in a ilt-cCTi and elo said he had been 
[akeo by a man of war. This was Cromwell who 
Oothemsrningofihe 56ih Nov. Small 



^e'l'il°^nd %ve 



self tt 



n the list, 
a and romiting. I put bin o 



Walea's evidence on Mr. Spencer's case, 
came to my knowledge .implicating also Small. The 
next morning Small again presented himself, when 
I law the lick, and still somplained of vomiting. 
From his appearance, tone of voice, and the quiv- 
ering sf bis hand when Ifelt his pulse, I perceived 
be was laboring under tnaoifeat fear and ansiely. 
[ then made some inquiries of persons on the dock 

up his food. Nobody having seen him do so, and 
believing he was feigning sickness, I refused to keep 
him on the liei longer and diacbarged bim. I do n't 
think the disorder be complained of would have 
produced the eiTecls be showed. Nanaea ii apt to 
produce such an effect, but I had heard of his being 
concerned with Mr. Spencer, aud I thought his tone 
and manner betrayed more amtiety tlian sickness. 
I asked some ef ihaae on the berth deck, I think 
in Small's presence, whether he bad been seen to 
vomit. I did not aik Small who had seen hitn 
vomit. I do not know whetber he took i.he medi- 
cine I ordered him the previous day or not. I think 
he was ironed the evening of Ihe S7[b. He never 



though I hi 









.r heard ai 



ant of any. 
vBTHB^ons, tending to show wuetner Liivri: wu n 
mutiny or not on beard the Somen, The gniundi 
which itiduced me to form lie opinion that a res- 
cue was 10 be attempted, and that tbe execution 

prisoners on the quarter-deck, and I did not know 
how many more were leagued with thfm BtBong 
the crew ; and also from lie testimony I received 
from the aeamen eiamined before Ihe Council, who 
tboi^ht the J were very dangeroue ch»rac;er!. I 



so 
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bought also chat the men were dilatory in stirring 
and performing their duties daring the time the 
whole of the prisoners were in irons on the deck. 
This, I think, disappeared entirely after the exe- 
cution. 

QUBSTIONBD BY CAPT. MACKENZIE. 

Q. Was the Commander attentive to the com- 
fort of t^ sick, and did he ever ask you to send for 
food from the Captain's table for those in delicate 
health? 

A* He was uniformly attentive, and I recollect 
his sending food from his table to the sick. 

Q. Did the Commander, in every port, ask you 
to make requisitions for fresh fruit for the sick and 
crew, and did he show a desire to save the public 
expense in other ways ? 

A» I think in every port we went he desired me 
to make requisitions for fresh fruit and such other 
articles as would administer te the comfort of the 
sick. 

Q. Was any of the fruit thus purchased at the 
expense of the Hospital fund furnished to the Com- 
mander or any other officers 7 

A, No, sir. 

Q. Do you or do you not know that the Somers 
was almoFt constandy at sea, and tkat by constant 
attention to their comfort, frequent bathing, clean- 
liness, and other things, the health of the crew 
constantly improved from the time of leaving the 
port of New-York till its return 7 

A. The health of the erew was j[enerally good, 
and most of the cases were slight and trivial com- 
plaixts, occasioned by braises, &c., from a number 
of the boys not having been at sea before. The 
health of the crew was improving. 

Q. Was there any unnecessary punishment on 
board the Somers, and was the punishment of the 
crew cruel or humane 7 

A. There was no unjust punishment, and the. 
punishment of the crew was humane. 

Q« Were efforts made to improve the boys, dis- 
courage quarrelbg, and make them good seamen 7 

A. As far as came to my knowledge. 

Q. Do you believe that from the arrest of Spen- 
cer to the execution the Semers could have been 
taken into action with a prospect of honor to the 
American flag 7 

^. I do not. 

Q. Do you believe that the Somers could have 
been brought into port by her officers if the execu- 
tion had not taken place 7 

A. I think it would have been eminently hazard- 
ous—almost impossible. 

Q. From the time of the arrest of Mr. Spencer 
till the arrival of the Somers in port did you ob- 
serve that the officers exhibited any signs of un- 
manly fear, or of a desperate temper, or of any 
thing unbecoming the character of an officer and 
gendemaa 1 

A. No, sir. 

The testimony of the witness was then read over 
to him, and he retired. 

Midshipman Henry Rogertf swom.^-I was 
senior Midshipman on board the Somers during 
the last cruise, and first heard of the mutiny on the 
26th of November, immediately after the arrest of 
Mr. Spencer. At evening quarters, on going for- 
ward te report the first division, the first Lieuten- 
ant ordered me to remain on the quarter deck, and 
at the same time sent for all the officers on to the 
^varter deck but Mr. Hayes. [The witness went 
on to describe the arrest of Spencer, his conduct. 



and all the conversation wl^ch took place between 
him and t^ Captain at the time of the arrest.]— 
I also assisted in searching Mr. Spencer's lockers, 
where they found the razor-case with the paper in 
it, with writing in Grreek characters, of words in 
English. This was a list of his accomplices, 
headed certain, doubtful, and those to be retained 
on board nolens volene. There were also three 
explanatory paragraphs. These the first Lieuten- 
ant took, and I sliortly afterwards decyphered 
them for the Commander. Between 3 and 4 
o'clock on the 27th, I heard the officer of the deck 
give the order to set the sky-sails, and shordy af- 
terwards take them in again, when the top-gaUant- 
mast was carried away. I went on deck, and saw 
Cromwell, Small, Wilson, and several others in 
Mr. Spencer's list, collected about the main-top- 
mast head. They were out of dieir stations, and 
were not usually zealous on such occasions, 
and it therefore struck me that they had gone aloft 
either for the purpose of plotdng or putuag in exe- 
cution some previously formed plot. As soon as it 
became dark the First Lieutenant armed each of 
the officers with pistols and a cudass and stationed 
me at the lee gangway, with orders to watch that 
rigging stricdy, as he expected they would come 
down that way. They however came down the 
weadier rigging, and Cromwell and Small were 
arrested and confined in irons as soon as they camo 
on deck. [The witness here related the orders 
given respecting the security of the prisoners, as 
has been previovsly reported, as also the arrest of 
the four other men ; the sending of the letter by 
Capt. Mackenzie to the officers ; the assembling of 
the Council ; examining witnesses ; deliberadag, 
and decision as to the necessiQ^ of the execution ; 
and also the execudon of the prisoners.] I saw 
Small addressing, the crew, but did not hear what 
he said. I heaid Cromwell call out that " he was 
innocent." They were buried about T o'clock, the 
funeral service being read over them. Mr. Sponr 
cer was a messmate of mine, and messed in the 
steerage. The day before his arrest he came up 
to me where I was sitdng in the steerage and 
asked me abrupdy if our chronometer was a good 
one. I told him I did not know, but suppoMd it 
was a very good one. He then asked me if I 
knew the rate of it. I replied that I did not, and 
he dropped the conversadon. Two or three weeks 
previous to his arrest he was speaking of fortune- 
telling, and said that he could tell fortunes. I 
asked him if he could tell mine by examining my 
hand. He said he could, and having examined 
my hand he told me thatny death would be a vio 

lent and sudden one, my life would be short, and that 
I would be a gambler. He told Midshipman Thom- 
son and Mr. Delonde's fortunes at the same time in 
mj presence, but I do not recollect what theirs was. 
lie was in the habit of speaking very disrespect- 
fully of the Commander in the sterage but waa 
much too obsequious in his presence. I reoEiember 
his saying that if the Commander should have 
another S to his initials, it would spell his charac- 
ter. I recollect his speaking very disrespectfully 
of die Commander at Monrovia, wnile going ashore 
i in a boat in which I was. I don't recollect the 
words. On anodier occasion, shordy after leaving 
New- York, I was in conversadon with some of the 
midshipmen in regard to the vessel and character 
I of our Commander. To some observadon of mine 
" Mr. Spencer remarked, that ho did not know that 
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he was that kind of a nub. He thought he was a 
d — d old grannj. I have observed his familiarity 
with the crewi and general inattention to duty. He 
seemed to be most familiar with Cromwell, Small, 
Green and McKee, and with most of those whose 
names I subsequently found on bis list. He was 
frequently conversing with them when he was on 
duty during his watch— laughing and talking with 
them in a more familiar manner than became an 
officer or gentleman. This familiarity had attract- 
ed my atcention orevious to my discovery of the 
mutiny, and I had made observations on it to my 
\^ messmates. He was on my watch, and was not 
attentive to the duties on deck. I frequently had 
to give orders several times without their being 
eb^ed, and was often under the necessity of going 
forward myself to put my own orders in execution. 
On each occasion I generally found him either 
standing by himself or tallring to some of the crew. 
On the night of the 24tb, during the mid wateh. 
the lee main top-gallant brace puted, causing the 
yard to swing forward. I went on the forecastle to 
oiscover whether it had parted or let go by mis- 
take, and passed Mr. Spencer standing on the lee 
hen-coop conversing in an apparently familiar man- 
ner with Johjn Brunt the lookout. I called the 
boy to haul in the running part of the brace that 
was tewing overboard, when Mr. Spencer appear^ 
ed to see me for the first time. He Immeaiately 
got down and went to his station on the weather 
side of the forecastle. He afterwards asked me 
why I had braced the yard sharp up with the 
weather brace. I relate this as an instance ef 
his familiarity to his inferiors and of his inatten- 
rion to duty. He was morose and quarrelsome 
in his disposition, so much so that none of his 
messmates would have more to do with him than 
was imavoidable. He associated mere with the 
crew than he did with his messmates. His man- 
ner to the crew was the same as to his messmates. 
I have heard Mr. Spencer make use of mutinous 
expressions towards his commander among the 
crew previous to his arrest, but I den*t remember 
the words. The substance ef what he said in the 
boat at Monrovia was that the commander was a 
d— -d old humbug. I don't reinember any others 
at the time. The discipline of the crew on our 
arrival at Madeira appeared to be very good. Af- 
ter leaving there, until the arrest of Mr. Spencer, 
the state of the crew was growing worse, and 
also till the execution. The rules and regulations 
were enforced in the same manner as at the com- 
mencement of the cruise. After leaving Monro- 
via there was a marked change in the manner of 
the crew for the worse. This continued till 
Spencer's arrest, and from that time until his 
execution it continued to grow worse every day. 
The change was very marked. The elder part of 
^ 'ihe crew would collect together in knots about the 
vessel, and were slow to obey the orders of the of- 
ficers. Their looks were sullen. If an officer ap- 
proached one of these knots, they would sometioMs 
remain together and their tone of voice would be- 
come louder. While the prisoners were in irons 
I observed M'Kie standing forward, looking very 
intently on Mr. Spencer, apparently endeavoring 
to catch his eye, bat seeing me he commenced sky- 
larking with one of the beys near. I saw the last 
four prisoners and others who were suspected, al- 
ways attend to bringing the meals to tibe prisoners 
Speneer, Cromwell and Small. I observed no ■ 



other sign of any desire to communicate with the 
prisoners. I have observed that within a few days 
previous to Cromwell's amet his manner had oe- 
come more obseqmous when addressing an officer, 
while at the same time there was a sneer upon hit 
countenance. I had seen Wilson looking into the 
ward room very intentlv and pretending at the 
same time to be engagea in the sail room. Th6 
evidence given by others who were examined by 
the council, led me to unite in the let^ter to the 
commander recommending the execution, with all 
these circumstances combined. 

Q. Are these the letters found in the razor case 
in Mr. Spencer's locker? 

A. They are. 

To fie Kcrl 
Seflaiv vo\evs voXevs 



n Snsveig 


SifiXsv 


E jivdqBvg 


SlgBfisX 


J Id^HBvXv 


ShoU 


V\Ug 


Vav BqvpI 




SfiiO 




Udl/iOQS 




roJeXv 


AovlfvX 


BXaicvsXX 


UdXgov -f 


godfiav 


Hfxes + 


XXaq% 


TJaqvoq 


XvBpUg 


rgssv 


XbXbvv 


redvev 


SbX^oq 


Vav VeXaog 


XOQPBV 


SvlXtvav 


JixBvaoy 


rod(pqBy 


0B ^oxIbq 


raXXia + 


raggsfigapli 


^ovagd + 


UaXX'afi 


UsbX . . . 


M'Xbb 


Agfi ;^*eaZ - - 


M'XbvXv 




r SnByxBQ 


Xttfi^y . - - 


\ SfiaXX 




i UiXXgop 


Uagd goofA - - 


SnBvxsg 




( SnBVXBQ 


Shsgaya - - 


I SfiaXX 




i UtXXgov 



Bogs dovlg>vXf fiagxBd -f- v«XX ngo^afiXv 
^8 vvdvxBd lo roiy, ^6(pOQ6 de ngoyBxl t$ 
xaQQud tvlo BXBXvUoy, 

Bs QBfiaipdoQ o<p Ob Jovlg>vX, vM nf^o^afiXv 
roiv vBv de Oipy ig dove ; i<p vol, Obv ftvgl 

^6 g>OQCBd, 

Iq> aw vol fiaqxsd Sow, vig^ lo roiP 
agtlBQ il tg dovs, vb viXX n&x ovl $8 
^sgl avd dignogB oq> de qbsL 

Q. Is that truly decyphered 1 

A, It is. This is a translation. Those marked 
certain are £. Speneer, Andrew, McKinley and 
Wales. Doubtfal— Wilson x , McKie »< , Warner 
X , Green m , Gedney M , WUzer, Sullivan, Godfrey, 
Gullia M , Howard. 

To be kept nokm v«/eii«— Sibble, Stromnefi 
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Scon, Via Brunt, Smith, Whiunore, Gazeley, ' 
BUckman, Waltham, Rodmu, Cluk, Nevers, ; 
Seller, Coming, lUchardaoi), th» Dootor, Guevan. , 

Thoae marked doubttbl, wllk a emu oppasiu 
theic nunea, will prabtblj j>Hn befora the plot la 
carried into execuCtan. Tha lemarndflC marked 
doubtful will probably jcdn when the thing is done, 
IT not tbej muit be forced. 

Aoy nnt marked down irlio ma; wish la join 
after the thing it done, we wtU pick the beat out 
and diapoea of the rett. 

Wheel— McKie. 

Arm chosC — MoKinley. 

Cabin— Spencer, Small, Wilaon. 

Ward room — Spencer. 

Steerage — Spencer, Small, Wilson. 

All the names foand in thig list, except Andrew, 
were onbnard the Somen. 

aUSHTlONED BY CAFT. MACKENZIB. 

Q. Have you heard the Captain reprove Crom- 
9 well for atriking the boya hard and cuiaing them? 

A. Ves. I recollect his ordering me oace in the 
early part of the cruise to call him to the mast, 
where he leproTed him, 

Q. Did the conversation respecring Cnmmander 
Mackenzie with Mr, Spencer occur about the 
time he wanted to get himexchaaged to the Gram- 
pus! 

A. I think it was after we had tailed. 

(i. Did nnt Mr. Spencer induce you to bet aVout 
the arrival ofthebrig at St. Thomi 

A. Hedid. Haeaidhe wouldbetshevouldbe 
in in eight daja. 

Q. Did you ever hear Cromwell call the wi 

A. Yea I have. He haa called t}is wrong watch 
to waich clothe* 1 

Q. Waa the trestnient of the crew humane oi 
cruel? 

A. Humane. 

Q. Wa> attention paid to the comfort of the 
crew and their exetciaei, &c. Haw will the Som- 
ert compare in thit respect with other Teaaala 1 

A. Yea,>ir; more so than any other t sailed in. 

Q. Were not all the ordara, regulations, &c. ol 
the Navy Department atrictiy enforced on board 
the Someis I 

A. They were. 

Q. Was the Somers in a fit slate to be carried 



wiib a 









American flag preyious to 

A. No, rfr. 

Q. Do you believe the Somen could have 
rbought into port by herofficera had the exec 
not taken place T 

A. No, sir, I helieve she would have b. 
pirate on the high seaa. 

Q. Did you, subiequent to the diacovei? of the 
mutiny, and until the arrival of the Somera in 
New-York, observe in the Comr?ander or anj of 
the officers any indication of unmanly fear, or of » 
doapotio temper, or of any other qualities unbo- 
in officer and e gentler " * 



. No,* 



A. There waa. 
The teatiiamy of the win 
and tha Court a^ieamed, 



EIGHTH DAY. 

FBIDAV, Jan. 6, IMS. 

LDiIng the lite CTDlia. Frevlou to beuietVl 
badobKrved llieeDiidiHarHr.BpcaGfTloba 

rtsbacca. 1 Iteanl iiim ■]•«& dlareqwcUnlly of bM CoHl* 






B)Ue iCTy singular previooi in lilj arreil. U chaoB-iil very 
Small nu EUrlr pre •tiilia to bii irreit I bnrdnaLtaillgUiat 



'Be>lio™VedB»<l-- 

and''w^eA"a"uKl7Diild'^t°ga*ln ibVe ud nAl i 

Lllihe titcDUon.nben It Immediately became belier. 1 
»B- ioduced 10 ibbik the ciMoUon was necetsurv rrna lb* 
leElimony el'en brtore Ibe CouDgil, Ibe Kitbennt; of tbe 

kc WIWD ihev coDf cled in cttkrii Ibere were 3 or 4 la a- 



ft. Fmm Ibe 



eel of iusuinbig Ui 



a for Ibe 



is w«i t^B read aver, 



(j. Vdd h'm TOD ll«rd die Comminder saj to CW IWill 
^' r>a yeg know'olanTplaceorapiTtraenLBalHMrdtta 



Execution oj Sjpeneer, Cromwill and Small. 



dkonlr be/ore bi 



llAHvdI.iast. Itolhcrdihe DiBUoy on lieseui ^ 
nabtr, to ik* nenLng. Prertoiulolilitrrtil.oii my nii 
W ■ne aniil Riiiiik lo blm.beuld Iiboald bare uei 
MBIDRUDbcrUie DuieersiwiKcriiHnediij. Hew 

SniMfc*{Hnr baM Un nke bm •rnmUimii eipr 
ilDUMnaittcenw. I h*H bacd bim ipHk iny d 
— -^IfiUl* «( tke OaBMKMr ■ohbc hli mmtaiua, t 
neoUtctttewordii 1 ti*T« bMrd blm h; he ww 



ta- 



a pntiOH to hli 






IdMBMiw loniferwanli 

iMntoof Mia gim OH with the lacw, uvom wuvb tpufuipi 

■Hh CnnveU, Wlboi, Onca ud HcKl^ 1 kaTe Mica 
MM Um talking wltk GrammU. but I mppoRd li wu 
on profiiitaiiariiiutiin. I bnrd aone or bit declin- 
■loM mOa bit hrh, u m; iWloa Iru pn tbe bit- 
Butlfc 1 bnrd BO deeluuloii by OmawcU or Hataik— 
I obfer reil dw amiiar ef Cnmiwetl paniHluIy on Uie . 

^w whU llr.lHiinr wmcob. 

i* tbcrMoTlbe crew were looklicift. um ; 
Inm of kaowing what wu (olBg on. Cfmi- 
helbceeiiliBUtheUMie.ud imibwd lben| 
id bin belov to sutc ihc Irn cbciL I wit 
ri^k .h^ Iha lop- 



(J. Didyoo eiEr Lc.r Mr. SpenMT-wben ibsti 
C^mnucdfT, icciuE hiinoT bcffg BnjiiK 10 bbni 
ngliif: bUfccling«| ir u. wbu were they r 



irbnie, bHt LnMcid o/ It bdnff ft! go, 11 wna baaTcd 
Ifac mul went aboDl 30 tccoodt tlieiwardtp tl ip- 
ixwini U be baited !■ my Tiolently. I do not cecoUeci 
wbo wu lUtloiKd It Ibtl bncc BibtcqiicD^j lo Ibe ar- 

l^clher ia grunpd 1 >lw HW WUtoa waublna; bm wtacic ) 
plKed m; pbiolt, wbcn 1 eaoie down off deck. 1 nerer ' 
beud Itae cnw nj luy lluBg, bul 1 obtcrved ibejr were i 
wry laUeB ind moriHe, Mat relaied bi lUtlr (UciiliOB lo 
iao. I obaerted, Ibe ewalBg Hie aul wit euriad away, 
IbBlCraBiwea.SaHllkadffataBwereklflt ra ibe mabi- 
k tOiiiailTanlidMienolUBrBtalL I do bM know Ibtl Ibey I 
Ul beoi ordtnd bML aid Ibe* wen om oT tbelr iMiDiB. i 
jU»,>bUllBUiIqr,aRa,>IeXee and Xooecelt alw(y> 
mnind W brkw ibe tbim flnt prlKiacrt ibelr lUoBert, u , 
U ibej waited to bare eeoTRBllaa wUhlbea. IdldHt 
bear iiy neh coarvnalloae, nnr wllBot iij ^nl pes* lie< 
twees UieBi. The tiburdJuailan and coedacl of ibe crew 



ne, Inflnjldy- I remarked it ii 
(ton aed Oaldcrmaii. II indlci 



ii^wdU at« 



(j. Wbiln'niDiilnE dawa Ibi 
J>e ll^bl braeei pei^ietBailv i 

A. They were often gliei 

Q-DldyoadedTeortlrem 
cudiy o( Ibe necatioii ftooi 
beeaiUTdetcTlbed.' jd- J dl 

«<t.' 



asflbiog ID oniragEUr. 









9- Wat Ibere any place g 






Dooe oribelr talking. low Idem Ihim Ibe qairter- oLd,aEdba>e)ieen aresrfalbe nriice. 'l finl beardof 
Tilt crew perTonued Ib^ dnly u ebeerTnily ail , Ibe mnllay on Iba HibNcccmber. Mr. Spencer lold me 



Lo Ibe Commiikder. 



iceelKd belors ibai OooncU, I wat led to bellera ibai ibe I lalkorplraieiorplraeletaclbelaleor Fiiie>,ar of laklne 
eOclMilUHlgnaleTpanaribicnvwnelewMdtoceUier ibeBoiMrt, He Aoved me a brig whlcb he hwl paiiKd. 
■0 eaeel ■ mcae of aw Brlsmen, and die Dwlor euryiDK It wai nM tbe Soaien, bni aa tarrmapbnxllte brirt idont 
iw*y tbat mtataBd Ote geoenl deoiUBoror Ibote wbo remember wtMber Uhad an* dig. Tbe Bomnaiiafiai 
Nnam6B*dlbedif prerioDatolbeeieCBlJOBandoroib- iig)!edbrlir. 1 benr beard blm luke nw of mntlnoiii ei- 
nwfaovereoatoreaaflaeneai, Ibelr general manner andlpretrionaagaliiit Ibe eomaniBder. I bave heard bia abaae 



>caiouder i be lald ^f he in 



H "JWy*^. "e* *• eieeuuan. I heard Spencer vk ba woold dinniB bim Ihnn ibe Mtrice. Tbe Hew were 
""SC^S^" "S,"" *ttdl repUed, "No,6jO-d,] >ery prompi bi obeybig ardm and la good dltclpllne nntU 
e>tfta«lnin>B,Hr.8HBCer,yDaha>e brongblmeln we reached Madein. [Tldt wltBcn nie IbeMoMU- 
^.S'CJ'^l^S™'??*" ""'' """ "P ■°<"°''"'"'" ""otorihediiclplbieatibe Olber wllnenee-J Onlbelit 



- iinSiltbt 

gtanled.bn- " - 

Bnall alBL., , , 

puy, wbleb wti gruted. He wd, " Sktpmalet, tab- 
WBWog bi my sue. I am not • plnle, 1 haie ncl kUlec 
uyoae.lblilibftauel nld I wh1<1 do to." I bean 
OrOBwell notol Ut buucmee aboU an biar or ■» h™ 
ad,i halTMMv iK wt« BMcnted. .Mcgpeneer,* 

■wlnlnij 

aboit IhH K 

— _ ^ ja Bredand IU.~ -. 

iM)0 aaA bonbgniag." TUiWMUldrMaidtDBmei 



lOihloc .„,..„._ 

piuoien.aiHl Ciomwdl told me loleil ttaeoScerilaomr- 
knkibii. I did nM laiwer bIm. [Tke wlieett here de> 
icrtbed Ibe coodicl and appeaiaDce of tbe cre» Iron Iba 
time oriba arreMU Ibe eiecBllon bi a dmilar maaner lathe 
Dibet wliueoca.] Iwaiiotoaeof ibeconiitill of offlaert 
■^ lecel^ tcHlBon, iDd did not giic Id Lbe letter to 

QnetUooed dy Ca^Ei If ackenile- Q, Did yoa bear 
Hr. Hpeaceriborlly jirgtiOBi 10 kit aimt ay be wobM 
write ao BBce tai bit Jonnal ^ 

A. No, all. 

Q. For wUI rMm did be tay he wonld dlMltthli 

^Becante be badreprtaunded him (br ncgleeflag U( 

Captain Haekeitle here rott nd ttaUd ib Oh C«ut 
thai (or tbe rtoiat wbleb bad ladaeed Wm bdI Is e^ aa 
Ibete reoBC «fcai fer Ibelr oplnlaa on (be BcceiiV et Iba 



The Somen Mutiny and 



«vS 



liHu; bu 



'—» leUwJKhkWpiui on 

, In nr fiu he bad chir- 

Klen»wriw,«hkb nobody eoaM ondenUnd bal blin- 
■elf. Inwbtm •rmlcroiia pipce or paper Ibenliblbe 
ftre be nt tabsc, and he uJd be oonld mm bave It Ken 
by anT one OD aoy accoaoL Ilbiiik he poMlIn bL« loebrr 
lAioilie bad done- Wbenwe werp bearlDir down nbon 
IhebrlEAmiriabefbreournrrWalal Hadein, he BhTbR 

premiee of th e tre» . He mi la the habit or snoclaiing 

hbu tDjrLTe tobacco to tbe appreDtkeJ and .wean lo llie 
mao. He *u nod on leraH »lib HcKbily , McKee, Oreen, 
SeotL CmaweU ihI SioalL I have Ken hlmUUIiW pri- 
nted wtth SmaU and Cnnnwelt. fTbIa wllne»EBvellie 
«ame oblolonaa to the dLfclplloeai all [be others, ai alio tbe 
dtelarwoi^ of Cmonwll Mlili iDoacenee and lhebch»ior 
■ndcwdactoflhecrev.] I kagnUuuliIi. SpeceergaTe 
Uqnor to HaiaO, whlchlie hid rot OnrnWallliBni, the 
ward-nn» BemM. Ithinli It was haira tmnbLer miL 



bpllere the Swnen conid have been bronfhl sal 
■rlihonl Ibe eiecnUon bailiiE nbea place: 
The tenlBonjr oTtba nlmeia vai read oier, t 



M?Sj 



d iba biirfc- 
I hfwil ^ ih* 
erUr. Spencer 
deira uS Tb- 



with TBe boys, bat far tbreear foni in»k> before be was ir- 
retted:be vai mme plarfal.wllh Ibem. I reeslltct Mr. 
Spencer itnUDi me bvcaue I did not rellCTe blmqutcb 
"""^MTIONKd'bY CAPT. MACKENZIE. 

O. Did jmn bear Hr.Speocer. ibortly before bliarrcti, 
ttj lie woold not write aiapmoief 

JonmaL" 

Q. Wen Ihe Hldihlpmen oa board the Somen reqaired 
10 wiiteap ibelr jonraal and HDd U in erei; Snoday ■ 

Q. B<r!fadKAdToute. From what yonobttrredofUic 
oowjBCt ana demeanor of the crci^ after tbe aires aod prr- 



T OB tba ereniag afttae Wib Rot. 
— flned. On ibe paiaaKe betoeei 
waarittliE no the combhtgi oC 1 „.» __ 

ity.wBiild'Bt ibeiednoed 10 tberaakt^ I told hM, 

made aerjreait flir the pirpoaa of pdnron board 

cbaniied lb> dlacoDm byaarlor itae was a Dm 
I laJd^ibe wu, and be aid at tbe laue tbm that ha 
told him he eusld not d« H 



eimiUng lay as weUaildXCud the kenoflbeam- . 
cheii. Heweiaonla deKribaliowbecoiilJ talie ber^ L_ 
rinlbewoaldiecgrg the Oaptdn and oScfh, tbeo late ^^ 
poaieidan of Ihe armt, iDtn np tbe crew, and be made ao 
dcnibt aa toon a< they nw bli ata In anni they wonid lira 
iaiiihim. I told him then that. after the crev had beia 

that be maiR th^k Di apoorcrev to think he eonld tabs It 
with G men— ob no. or mmetUBK like It, he mnuored oat ■ 
ha weot away. That endad iIhu eouaersadon. On « 
about Ibe Ah HOT. I heard Mr. beneer Bik Oremwell ho* 
be would Uke to tail with bUa. Cnnwell lald be 'd libs It 

well. Tbalwaa m " " ' ' 

tras iltiiDE on tbe CO 

Mr.Sjieanr. Tbey"wl . .._ „ 

aiked' Mr. BpftiSS^ltwr-" — "■- fS!*-^-'-" 



IdDotbe better Ibr him ta 

Heioldoadiat feiafbtberuld 



QOgblh. 



enaiiaaad a Twwlel bla own ibonly. I think it wai abon i 
two wotfci btflm bit arreabthe FlniUeateBaat and mneir 
vwatalUarlofi^er.andllr. Hpeacv lahl Ihii '--•-- 
preaenea oflfr. OaiaeToail. IhiaoalwhnidMr.B 
mhk Rfr dInvwcKUly of Iha Coamandet-4ac( 
lolu aAott ai H«Hrado,bBI tdosM remember Uk 
uotEnthaaiDtlHaeeraiie. Wbltowewrre alMei^.^M, 
lalialUndaaedulFrihen whom Mr.Sptncer 



towewrrealMeai 

lien whom " " 

It to Met Ibwe were throe or Ibor of ns 
rd Mr. Bpeneer lay that ha had deilTed a r 
[on ftom nioL 1 saw blm drawlna; a briff. 
tdltlOBM. lIMnkbe - 



at with Ua ineH-matee. Cromweil, Smalt, MeKle and 
Green he appeared moat InllautA with. He woold ofleri 
aeBdHcKteilawaiahlalockarlaKet Bhacco. Iknonhe 
hoo^ a box of a«an when be fim cuie on board anil 
fantbemtotie dGtrlbaled amonE ihe men. [The viuieit 
ure ajdmilar aceooni of dJF discipline toihaialibe other 

Van Vetiop-wbo cat hold of lb; main royal wealber bncei 
they Jerked it bard, beliyed it lery hard, andhi bilfa 

QUBSTIONSD BY CAPT. HACKBNZIB. 
Q. Was Bmill Bailonad lorward • 
A. Na,slr, he wai Hallooed aA; he belonfed to the 

Q. Betbre tbe ocushin on which he baoled In the main 
brace, did yOB eieriec hbo dalai di^ forHird .' 

Q^ Did yen bear Mr. Spennr say, ihoniy befbre hli nr. 
rHLtfaathawoBld write DO DiorekihlilnDriBl? 

M. HOjUr. ■■ ° 

4. DUyoabearHr. Speocer, ifaonlrbelure bis arreit, 
aik whether he had been talkh^ In Us deep, and aay Ire 
bad been ch'eaiBtac, and wonW aol ha»e been heard to talk i 
abont what he bad been {ireamuv for a £Teal deal f 

A. tfo, sir. I olber wUHHei,.bolh b^cffeand alker 

In nptr to the Jndfa Adiocite, heilatedtliuhedldao " UieeinDdon.J 1 was euminetl'belbn 



NINTH DAY. 

SATCBDAT, Jan. T. 1343. 

Strfoml (jai-fy.— Ibelieieitwaionthe lEIUiarNanm- 
bef , and Mr. OuHroorl bad sent one of the boyi to call 

derMmelolakeannsandload them, which n> done b; 
me anil one of the gunner'e motes. Tfiere were SSmnflkoH 
gnd H pluals, aa near ai I can racoDect, loaded bgt not 

vlitalbe eicepUoa o( S or 1 nmAeti. He asked me whr 

in lli» arm chest iribey were pitted all afl. Henkedbow 
iheywere illoaled In the che>t,and Itold bim those that 
vere loaded were poindng all and those cot loaded pointed 

LcrbflJ fflven hloiflSand requesied me to keep ii Ibrl^m 
IS be was alirald Ihe boys wonldalealll (rombJin. Hesald 

wDflId aeod the mouey to his wUe, raying Ihst fihe wonhi 
want tbe money to boy coal fbr the winter. He Rave me 
Ibemooey wllhsomcotherarUcIestokeeplbrhlni. They 
remabied In my jnaeseloo HD a few days tielore the amsL 
Cromwell was then Ibrwanl at the Etorenwn bglliheadh 

warn my glass, 1 wantlo£iTe," IbsuEli be aerer ibaied 
hlnwll/ Be look the glass with the mnaej la It, and did 
not asked me la take any liirtbar careoflt. I saw Smalt 
and Cromwell Id elate eanrenallon logethet, aad 1 went 
alt and asked Cromwell if be knew an/tUng abont Mr. 
Spencer^ ^^ to take tbe brif. He said not, as alio did 
Small, whom laOed Ihe nmc qnetllDn. Alter Mr. Spen. 
cer was arrested Ike iron cbett WH taken off the berth deck 
Inio kba wantnom. Mr. OaBacToort rare me tha key, and 
mid metoaeeihiiUiereiraBiBolBbbbiE an Ihe berth-deck. 
TbIs was beRn I obsemd Cromwell and Small lalUnf .— 
■pk._.>.»_i — "li naaaiiiiliitanlnirdmn Innnlffal 
Itewani la hwa, wMch I did. That 
wilbapalrorpMBliaod a cntlasa.— 

td what I kaew aad gave my oplahn 

brig. [Tbe wltncsa ihei deiailad a 

naitoj tbe GOBTesialloa between JUr.SpvDcer aad Waleaal 
'■--■' — of the Biecatkni.] Ibeanl (Aomwell lay ha wai 
.ad aAed thai thqr woold leU Ua wUb aod Lleitt. 



Execution of Spenetr, Cromwell and Small. 



mT oplnfoD (bit Ui« Me wu U ■ dlnEvnini CDodiiiQa. 1 
ftfldMd tbii opLokiD Eroa ttiB UBTOfiuoiitivlUiHr'llpen- 
eei, from wfaiL 1 hfird Speaeer *A CnmweU iBd Itthd 
c:nBiKU not okiic me to Mka ajv fntUiir diirfB U ibe 
■!■■ rnml BtoiMi. It mddM id na tuMtltlma «la> Matiic 
Kcnwdl md SimU lalkhic on Ibe hartCdeek tauAtr a> 
the BiilMorHr. epcaeei*! urcn. BdwafapfikB IkU 
apnea csiMBMUettasbrit; UaiKir. fin » iIb at 
BMtoni ibu CnawcU ud Bmill vu« {unHcitM. 1%!; 
inn ilio nwlUKbelr ud In bad iplilB ■■ tttaaaiiBt I*kI 
■o Ibvir miKlL 1 rnt my opiBKiB that tkv briv wB fai 
SdiM. I <% uked wbMber if UKr wen dU 10 tkMb 1 
ObhM the bift woBld be aft, and ibM Itbeiicbt ihe 
inSa. IbeUsndlbeo and I bdlc» mv Ibal then «a* 
d^trof aracBfalterH jWCT r.SimJIaiidCroawBlliKre 

faatealtanptnf af^cntiTaa^portanity bad ottBTiY^ If 
mEb an alLHppl had liHn made ailer Lbe arming of iba o^ 
Acm and w[ly D»cen, I bdlcn It miEht ban beer He- 

— ^.^.y^-^..-,. r.^ .... *™ only on deck, 

leer ot the d«k 



lemplrd a reicas, tmi en taenia namn sua men w« 
mM TOii rulOK on 1 nM Ihm waa do mon! Itan 1 
Oaubt wai peeeHUT. He made a remark [bu die officer 
of tSb drtk wu ameri wiih ihree pIKDii and Ihe oBcer of 
Ibe fareeaiUe wilb DDE. Be Bid wbal wiwld ih daifldej 

UorUaTtliflBWOiiladniplf ibEv did. Thuwasallibe 
eoDTenatlaD I bad 'vlUi liim ; tmlitndltdmynisplcHo. 
anaUpned h/i!apiain Mickecite. ^ _, ^_, 



qDiinuri «Hta ttae pniJFCt of Hr. SjKccr r, and bDjied to 
benefll by ibe cbange oradoiUilamtloii -' 

The Jnd^ Advocate otiVecled (o Ibia qnolton fja the 
eronnd Uiu It ■wei EOi uHDixtent for the wltneu u girt ia- 

IbepTDiIneeDribeCaiuL CapLlLcaald atli him ivhelb- 
arlhore w» aay raaiooi to lodlice iDCb a belief Id luB.aiid 
tfiD, Ibe* wlHifiiHn Ihej r 
CnMlD Mjekea ale (ben pnpoaed Ihe bUowlui moSdii: 

IM>Bed jan bl bc^era ibe itreiiler nan of ibe anirealica 
irereaeqaataledwl.b BpeDcei^ PKtand hopea tobetjeAl 
br Ibe chaste of admUaatlsiiT If n, Hue wbat Ibej 

ber of them, howe.ef , were mj jTial with Mr. 8pm- 
eer. Iihinkllwai McKle I haie beard Speocer tel to 

■Muorttr of lUe apprenticH were acflBaioled with the p^ol 
aad taped lo beneBt by It f 

can'l or wlirlher a majority verb 
^ wlaidld yoDObMrTclBWUMntheiiiKktbelatebii 

TsUaff up Ilia head and looklof roodd lb* deeka; and 
bad a ioiptctoB of htela eDBicquBee,ailbiittTer}Ua 
the wiufi waa called I tamed OMaiyieir, bariacmy tim 
anler Ibe blaakel aad my head ob ibe but sT 1^ and i_ 
leant aialBt Ibe bammwk. IdldiUisteiyaMUuKaich 
vaa called, bMUue I Iboufal there mlcbt be » m'- 
aad* Mo Ibe iteerun when Uw waleh waalniidaK oat. 
waa ol opblon ■batu' anuhwai made li woBld be at Hi 
raUerteofwatchea. 
A DB WllaoB BMier.or carae the b(1( f 

a Wer*TobDOIaaemTdi mortd inio the ward roai 
toileep, Ibraalbtyf 

^. Oa Ihe Blfhi or the m I dept Is Ibe ward room. 

o, AtwboteiiiEg:enkHWB*liF 

A, I told Hr. Oiaeroon of WDioa't brbaitoiir, aod I 

left my bamoiock, bowerer, bat took my bluketa aad ale] 

Q When yoB fimjehied the 8oa»en did not the C«e 
maadet adflaeyoii lo tM on wMi yoar daliet wftb ai fe 



^Dnrbic tbelr iDaoeeoeoF J. HedU. 
Q. DifiKil the Crime Of IbefilaCRBH alter IwTbig lla< 

_-4. To. I «ily rmenbet one cue befece. 
rwwAiuMI recalled. O. Han y« ihe nialBal of Ibe 
dnoilUaai lakea belbre Ibe comeU of oOccnr 
J. 1 haw. 1 wnu Uda down IaiwmU mntifat the time, 

•heraatthe tbae. 
A Hm Ibli orlfbial coMlBBed hi yo 



^. There bat been an alteration made byWaraei IdUi 
UalbBony. I had jcM aonwihiDE down which I csald an 
make aenw of, and I nt Um to tctl oe how i* alier IL and 
wltb hboaialiAn liUm aoma ftw daya after the execa- 
UoB. (Ae wtlaeM ber* pMnied oat Ihe Allenlton Which 
hadb*aBWleilli«lBWdlo~aeanTenBiJoB between WU> 
MM Md Spenecr.) No other altamtloii baa heeo aude. 

[Thecopybehw abown thewMnex, be latdi Partof 
thfa lain die haHFwrltlnc a( Hr. Watet, end pari bi ny 
owDi II la Ro icennite copy from the oiwbial.aBhTaBOO- 
^lO'me. TbearlKfaalwuiBbmluediaCapiaiaHaek- 
inile belbre die eiteoilaniaad before he reedTid lb* letter 
lined by the offieera. The ra'ior eaae la which the paper 
<»lfr. Spencer wai Ibniid, wai dnwn from me on die BUS. 
It bad a razor In It. IcorrectedHiiieffrmDmBllealcrronm 
the depo^itioa of Mr- Walea with bit con»ct,hDt did not 

""' ' '""SiTSA' """ 






Si"" 






heani bim talk abonl f^da. 

WUmti, There It on* thing I ncKlectpd id lUitE the other 
day: Inafala of wind beiwepD the Coait of Africa and 
St. TboBai, CBBtaIn HackeDile ordered trane oftbe boyi 
down fma aloICi tbey bad got ip pan of the way when 
be ordered Ibem do1■l^ aa It waa uowlag hard, and Crooi- 

,weU laid the t;apta]ni>a> toad d arhUd of Oie bi^ he 

WT<BldaolBJtowthemloeowb*R there waa anydonicr. 

StrfEaai OmiK recalled, and ihe dnuilUon wb oh he 
made belbre the Cooacilihown him, ■hkfaberead. Tbli 
la the teatlmsnT which I (ave except that it la alalsd here, 
•■ an or abonl Ibe llib Octobers aoT I Iblsk I aid ••be- 
tween me 5th and Uih." 

<t. Bj) Oaft. M-etrntU. Do yon know why the almi 
were loaded on the Dccaalon ytm have memloned -' 

.^. Idon'Ikiww, eic^t it waalobe prepared lor a vea- 

(i. Hate yea been Treqneotlj employed by my dirMtiOM 



SDid yon perfsng dnty alterihat^ 
Oa the moinicEDftfae zrih, and alter nardg, tkongh 



Oiarlo Slnmrt, iBorn.— Waa an board the Somen do- 
[iajF her laC crulie, and waa ca^Mabiof thelbrecanle. I did 
naihear of the maUny on board Ibe Somera belbre Hr. 
Spencer wu armtrd- 1 beard II Avm one of Ibe oflceA 
I kad ollen aeea Mr. Spencer talkb^t wldi Cromwell prei4- 

hliarretL Tbey appeared la be rery InlbBU*. I 

een them tiUdne on ibabreeaiUe and oa the Jacsbli 

ladderlnalowtaDcofeidceiaoUiUI coaU nMaiakeont 
u A« ef them, and coBld not bear what they aald, both ^ 
ilgbtudby day. IhiKBcen th*i■lllkll«tofeUl•raBan■■ 
« of Omei, I can't i^ how oAen. I nteer nw Hr. 8hi> 
«r diDir Cromwell an; paper. 1 bate aeoi hhn makebfaM 
preaenn ol money. I ban not eeen Spencer lalkkic to 
Bmall U> my knowledge. Bpeacar nerer aild any thing to 
' oat taking the aeaael or aaylUng of Ihe aertiDac 
■«U, nor Small, nor anyone on board. DlielpUD* 
By good tlU arrival BiHadehi. Aflar leavhig Ha- 
Boelbiac very eitTBordiamy occmred wltb regard 

eondDd of the ettit— H wu nal ao good » beftra. 

Some looked very anlleB. They — _.— ^ . 

den. After the aimt and I 



betea the exeendoa ther 
oaea hi Hann inne ana loar in namber together, bM I dovl 
koow Khat they were taUlu abent. ^hivqiaka low. 
There werenwre than one graopsL a dmeahoatlhe daek. 
WebadnotUbeny togatntbegaUeyand get collee iriiaa 
wewantedit. The cook wo^raomednKa give Ittoult 
" ive often eeen Urn give iTtD Cnmwelt i 



la Crottwdl, 8g 



1 alwayl aaw him gel IL 

mem belbre tbeeannclL 
The opiDi™ leave bete 
w« Hal aaA while die prl 
eerwereon board. Ht 
ber ofmen eonllned and 
the voatel lo gnard them 

II, hot I caonol lay who Ihav were.~~l DeveTliear 
Spencer, CronweJl or SoaD aay anything aboat 11 
eernlnilienintley. CniiDweU attemFl^at iba Ibi 



The Scmers Mit&ny and 



a bit Dpck. 1 wu kuii^Dird. 

J Ihe wilncffl before Iht Ceoii 

J " yo" *Obarlej wUl jrau b* 

>f P°f (bnndyj fbr IfncUng bim 
b? liaa loal bSs onrbeud ar** '^*" 



, A. No A >w Uqw>r wbvtTcr. I knew ibii 
' Uk HaUenxie bctorc I italpped an board her. 
O. Did Hr.SnnKereTcriak yoa iryoa b> 
in » ilwCT? A. Ho, tir. 

■bofMD nil or nuke nil. 
CooiIUdart Jonce nld tbil he Ibongbl Ibil c 

UepriKHdlagi. 

Tbe Jodfie Adiocale cohielded Willi thii. 
did nol knaw bow la (^«i lo It Tbe tiil|)ecl 
ttoo wu evbraoed in un Rami qoeAlon nB 

Cipt^n Hickenile iild II Ibe wluen unwei 
Uon It Kogld ibow tb» tt nner bid been II 



ID boird the 

ilu miiUnj wuiDn~Ui?"Scbl Mr. Spoicfr km conSnm 
IMnc m nn Id lb* eiM or Africa Hr. BpMear iM ta B 
1w wUnd bn badtha tuueta ud Mb Midi men 



TENTH DAY. 

UOSDAY, Ji 



aboDi ihc a4D» hi before, but mho' vorte IT ^n; lUnr, 
When wc wa« iwnyine np tbe lop iiIliaL mul ii wu gtl- 
line niber djuh, ud Ibeoflica of ibedecii Ofdeml me la 






levUndbebadUialuiBetaud Mb* MUlimenuha KS^iUlllbiHiibldie n^ Tlu* mked mn tfl 
Ida imt Ihn thn QM, and IM mnid naU bti br; KigKrinflp^^ 
Thb WH ^lenn bilit wnibenriiv aom towudr; nnd an ttninwelljte W in»nlw«ir« In B on MrmUqn mull 



SS»« 



. bn inl^ rilh iliM* mtB I 
e mnU. Tbw liked 



One B^i be lUhM mi 



mvlniioii, Ki rnr 11 1 know. GnmweU (old me tbit Spen- 
cer End ilnn hli* tlS. I vu eiunlned before Ibe Cona- 
cU tnd etn my opinion thil it wonkt kH be very ntt to 

yft bnd bol ftw men, end tbe (mill bon' would be e eaod 
muyoTibem « Ibe ilck UN ii Ibe arid weuber wh eom. 
Inian, while, to (kt u I conld Dndernutit, non all tbe 
oUcrb^iwertnHtgedui the plot. ItboDebtikeoider 
ton wanenfifedln the plot beciiie I beird nwn Mr, 
OumnwHlEarraou oT ibelr ntmea were foaod on Mr. 
Spencer^lU M jEOing ui join him. Ibad noitFtnsny 
Ihliait in Ih^ bcba^or nf lelf to lead me lo inch u opli- 
menhnd nolbeeaeiecued. nhanEbi n then andlhlnk 

qaeuloai ;— I nw Hr. Spencer ciie Small Bme moner the 
SihlbeRireircBlled ftun New-Yotk| tbnwen often 
talklnf lOfifelfaer, ud ippeared to be verrlnlliiiilF. Spea- 
»r ■pgenred man Inllmale wllb Small, ud Ifacnjrilbnc- 



QoeiUoaed by CanL Hukenile : 
Q. Bi>e Ton KenBpeneaiiTe iHudy or tobacco lo uy 
or the crowf 
J. No, Hr, bnt I biTe beard of It. 

JWlitt MH or inn had yoa on board IbeBomenf 
We called II fmi ancn 
Tbe icnlmaBy M tbe vIGwk waa itad snr , ud b« re- 
tMi aadilNConR a^foussd to bir pan 11 o'clock oa 



in. Tbey arpened nrr in 
nost IiiDQlar with Bnuiirani 
nnie»BVk«llhbhn. He 
Iiesc oiea Ibin any olber oS 
OnbelngqnsliDdedby Ci 

JUr. annmixM, Boauwain's Hate, w 

di^ /peau 
ed. beuld,io 



^•,TV,S 



lltaim. He 



,100. Upon ibia p^t he Bid:— 

H parcel of Diflii wkere the oflicera were tunninf aboat tbe 
leek, rofencb man lopl'k out bit mark, nick lii knife la 
nim, and Bller killing all Ibe oScen bnl Ihe CommiHtor, 
1i was ej>sy lo lakn cDmmaBd of the nori, and nol only 

ihoae (bren capable or ttkhw charge of Ural veiaeL There 
were none more apable « takinc ehirite of that brie 
than I am or a haUaoo. CnmwcU and Small nndemood 
naTiealloD, and 1 ha^ teen Ibera worUnRlL Nona mberaoT 
Ihe crew bm dmc three did. My opinion wai asked whe- 
ther I reared a reicne, ud 1 Itdd ih«m I did. lilioHid 
that Uiecookaabont tbe fallry w«reu mncb lo be feared 
ai any nwnBMBtlbeihrp,mbey were at big otblgg« 

I do Dni believe Sbencer^wai «eamn enontrb lo nil ibe 

hrlK wllkant Ihi ai^Hace or Cromwell and Small. 1 do 

Q.^ OarlatitMnchiula Kd yon en-r hare uy <0B> 



tS°n\e*i!''.^nT,l'b'l^f^'^j;"|o''at^^|^"'nr"|."^^^^ 



.Bd^fhe Gn 



Exeeuiion of Spencer, CromioeU and Smidt. 



Mdw AntUnmuiliHiiiHtetrvportaf even- tlitn[>-he 
kMW lie wovld lie Uwngtil none tin wdih sf tor II. He I 
KSBlap HHt OMils ■ TtjSn ud «■ pat la eonEonaenL 

iwbal«R(ifiiBige hud yon on beard Hie Sonien^ 
Vary nhL 1 never bud Itriwr la Lbe jervlce nor In 

Ta nttf u> Uie Jndre Advocate, be taid, *' I did not be- 

^lidrm SMHnm, CHUaln ortbe (brecaOle. leaUfifd u> 

ordered ■lolI.udlbOKlURKiiwell.SiiiaU, CMdennan ud 
WDhw Ihere dnlng iwihlng bm ujlttog. He atkeil ibem 

nod: Md It wai hh decided opiniw ibai irtbeeieeoiioo 
fiadliKiliulien plare Ibe biiK uuld neter liave been 

d^%St^mfH— The divApUK vnt va7bid»rter 
tbearreataBdaplolbeexecntlco. Tbe larger boyj eeemed 
■>baii|[ba<:k,ud were very vooUKae to go aloft. Iwateb- 
ed dMB eloaeJT, aod dMr nmed n Mag abut Ibe deeki. 

I olinntd a greai maav itf — -^-i— -•-- "— .1.-. 1 

' ■ - . Jobi 






■lagiiai 



mNa.S-tbatblhean 



lUeh Ibad tMw«d awa; uMiblpt m 
wberel ibouctit mbod) mmM e« at It 
-McktowbecelbadnBioTedtEealiviL. .. 

nrayaaderlbeulIeTivbletawailBlbelaBii 



nlcbtiNI h«a gDa* lor hlajMkti. IbaveKca ibemulk- 
laK abmt (be decki, awl tb^ gtoied ■mj ily ibDot il. I 
hDOv befbn Itaqy mre BmiAned CromweU and Bpeacei 
m a. ^rr UttOgalKr. Tba nli tht S pencee wai mrrened 

WHnD maled ts km Um taUt to Mr. Bpeoeer, for hs «u 
iHikiDKaltatmill lUtMaawl, noC atwudiiig 10 bl> work. 



Qnulwui ig Cart. Afoatnuic. 






a iKo my bammo^ at aigLU 
bave becB aliei]HpLe4. lUilak 



. 1 duBfht Iben asd 
Kb Ibe oflecn were ar 



rnli I •ufanaid u 10 1 , 

IbeaiftoiDlhelliiiedieyweraEivemne sa'ui oar airlvi 
b Kea^-Tork od-tbe Navy <ar3. 
Q £> Oopl.MHtoiilt, WbuponloDotlheboyidaya 



Howell (alklns (ogeilier ; for Ibe lui 10 or ISdayii 
v<cif upporDiDl^ Ifiey eonld i-el ihey w--- --"■--■- 
Rlkn- Ilvruinatery low ttne of voic 
%M 1^ wlIhonttaeariDB IfaeiD. OaeniKlil 

niley pipe. I paned Ibem and iben we 

ibea tanied abaal lo tee wbo Ihey were. 

Mr. Bpeaeer Bad Cnnwell aad anolbrTB;! 

oTlbe pipe Ihai I eoald nol ipU wbo ii wet. Tbey never 

■tiered Ikelr potiUoo till I weal aA, whleta wu In aboiil 15 

bparlMCapuilB umeM deekand uopped 



ELEVENTH DAY. 

TUESDAT, Jan. 10, IMS. 

■is-nni Si(in-»», Carpealer-j mile.-I bave aoelber 
■oui [Ban Unite I bav* alreaily given for IblaklDE Ae 

soils I nnmed yenerday were eceued In Ibe mnuay 

vai Ibe eondiicl of tbeerew geneially led ne lo tappoas 
Hcne woold ae atlenipled. I^ oncB canted a tatfn of 
ybelonnd u>tbe Pirii LleDlenant, aiKbe lald be dU 

«road i>,llieyd»nldnoiiBytbere. Onmr laaT- 

lUe nare-room, be uld, "wurlime-i i h tbH^'— 

uber Ume be bad a rale wblcb waa broke, aad be ntd 
I one or ilie carpenieii bail brokeo iL I wld blE* tbey 
Inot, llbad gBtbmkenin tliiche«,iuHlaiIwa( laiaa: 
ih.i.j...,.hr~Mnn^ij --mi l'USiyoiL"^AjE 






re by°£-d All! 



ileMy hi 



>di,r; 



Q. i^ Uofifaiu Ma^xK!U.--\ ordered Lbe bo. 

tpenhlm amn^glbe boys by making muiic 

Ihere WOE more tban aae quarter of Uie appre 
bave been depended npon losiand bytbelrcor 

""inuIiw^tM'iheJnd eAd 
Eg Cdptoin Jlfoahiuvt— We were on waleb 



leinhUne 



' WILklAM^NEWJELL •warn. I am an apprentice and 
aled by CapUda MieUiBie aiordliiai^jeBuaii. The die- 

iial lime turihe aireit ef Mr. Spencer, eicepl Ibat Ctom- 
•ell betaaved better to tbe bcyi iban he had done before.— 
'^mlhe arreit liD the eiecnilon tbe erealer pin of Ibe 
irew Kemed dluaiikfied, and Kaibered abnai the de^ 
alklngahout Speneer, CroniweU and BmaU. Ttacy aid 

ten Ibem ceme aft and nand roand Ibe aiabiBliU. 4 or Sat 
I unie,and loakingaiiheprliBaerb J'nviuniloUr.SpeD- 
^r'l arrEir, lielween Madeira and Cape Memrado. be told 

f I WDDld ani like ID aall wllb hbo. I W bhn I dU >'t ^ 
-- " -'uaikcdmairi didin ~ ■ 



encle wai nry hard in floRgbi^ Ihs boyi. That wai ader 
IcailsR CapellBHndoiud I told bin f thonehl llM dp- 
lain dill noihloi' bat fak daiy. Ttiii wiineu gm ^mlhi 

lefiiUnony Bi lo the IfllimBcy orSpencer with CroiBwell and 

Ib«*pis5e*™ b?c"lil not bei^ThtSTkc "° " '"" 
IwwMr. SpMcerand Wala talking Ingpiiier en tbe 

benbdeek. Jlappearedubeahontbairaifceet ol Mm 
piper, iJe appeared at if be wai pnlBtlig wM hta senell 
and explaining Hnelhlnc ID CrooweU. Tharewaranarkl ' 
with a lead p«u:U on tbe papa. ItwamM eaanioaCae- 
linb iellen, bnt looked like emMS or BneUilBgUe It ^ 
coDld Hn tell wbetber It was 01^ wriiug or oolr awAi. 
Mr. SpcDcer had been mahinff. 1 Ihlak inere were laarki 
DD the back of the paper,« ^iliodken tmaai ^fitUA, 
nvl II Aarf CHiulrv Jtfimi i|ya> it, [Tbil it Ibe eaiel da. 
•crlpihjo otone of Uie iHccei of paper witb tbe (latkina It 
wblcb tome ol ibe men were lo be placed, and Ibe namei 

pjper since at Cominodare Perryl home. I do tfl know 
lioe J iiw U in Spcnwr't hand ibowing U ui Cromwell 



The Somers Mutiny and 



u I baa hurd 11 mtnlioncd \if ma ot Ibt !»>■ « bauS ihc Muter. Mr. Perry, uil ibi Cammuder, far hiviiu- Ua 
Ibgtiilp I cDuldDol iHcw Uul IbciMper Ibh biUk aagged. w»vei Imd done BDmecbing-, fn which Wiln 



eonnmdaa vllb WIIbii, HcKhilej n HcKm. 1 hm 

SeSsmaUBT Im'm km«l ■ iwcni, ■m'wobM UU 
■orb lhin£t*rilUr.S|wii«r HTtoCcDaiventliUUe 

SoBCninnld ratkaifiu ili>er. When SpcKer id 
na Ir 1 Mi hM Uilsk Um Cswniiider Saned: (be boyi 
■atb.be eiliHl blm " ■ d— d un at ■ b-^' 

B. U. Omrt-SiDiU Bid he -' 

baud ■ HIT. Ua Hid be hid 



—---- JJt eocoB « board ibb nwl ollllnilj." 
He alto nld thai whip Umt KM u SLTbomii be wovld 
rnaawuaDdJiriBaitinr. Idoint balleTelbaliribaci- 
eenlira 6ad doi laken plw. Ibr nsej eoild ban been 
knmgbl bCe id any pari. Wftnai wu euninEd betbre tbe 
GaoiiellofOfflaentaDdeferTUiiDgbelfaenslatftlwBatrae. 
an aopreollefc I aai £• yeanold, and bBH bean orarllTe 
PanoPiajaaod 




btRice Mr. Spaacer ' 

JtlpieyraoiBalt WlUoabadbliballJeMeinlili^mj 

l'wIiSSI'--"-- --*'■--"' -"— .L 
.'and knmn 

IfwoBia""' wirSoii ™ 

BlndU." UcKialty Ihen ■ai'i 
wenU lalher go on a rcgiilar 1 
tfantaadiUamoiiih ""'' .?""?*'J'' J"*,""^ 

»«d cam _ i™ Hmi ■ ««el on i wn 

Sronf, aqd I ibink Ukj iIiodkM i wai adeep. 1 
laid(toiiatber»lo»7Ioileep,iiBdIlatil Mil iHIUiiiiaiid 
I Iben alkcd HcKinkT whu sai Ibu be wai nyuut abont 

■ daTert He repliedtbal ht waa ulkinj abuBlailawr 
tlmlIft8t.Tboiiia^aDd had I*?™ ^l^YSIe'tuBnai 

haaidefailaTerbeiaBaucdontibeTu; ■ id he laid it «ai 

■ freepaR,and ihey uereoft^n flUad «it Ibeie. There 
waanDlhlncadit abani plniei, oilj HcKhile/ nld, "*i 
mmUndiTfi-'reniiribnKr." I naiw neOsed^ai 

ilR; aed ar^ ib>l Wibon, who wa> CapulD of Uw ann 
plaaQof minltarward, laT'liieiB do ii tbemtlTe.." Tie 
(M^pUae rrew a llnle batter aller Ibe aiTMl. bat raaah bel- 
ter iAar lEe eneaUoD. BalHvui .ad HcKie were par 
tIcalariT lUch. I blM lim)BeatlT benrd CrmnwaU d-n 
jMita of IM ablp I Malhlna ahoat Ibe bbti, I RcoUecl, and 
theaDeOHtlnKatedit. Tnti bad been mad* b; Um Cnm- 



olber time bol 1 hsTe IreqDeiilly (eeo Ihem. 
r talk loaether la Ibe dac-tkauhetp I haK 

r talking IS Small. He nked htm if he wh 

uoiof walpr. and SmaH laid he tni, when Spencer laid 
him be iraald glTa him nne, and leol hha odwa (o bli 
locker to ret tiiaie. Hr.flpeucer bai never nld antibbf 
10 me absBI laklng Ihe brig. Be nerer aiked me iri boa 



them were coBceniediB U: rduaKtatao froni Ciomwall>i 
iolimcy with Mr. Speacei, and hU (reaeral chancier -.—Bj 
of a qaick loniper, and wonW oRj'n allempl " «nke job, 
'hon|b?BDi>ll «u uawaed hi llTbecanie on Ibe Dlghl of 

parendy ibinhi^aboiilaonietbhjff which waiDOtconcerD' 
ir>g ta.i dniy. 1 Gate no reaaon to beUeve that any other 
peraoai were engaged Ib tile muOBj. 



Ejxeutim of Speneer, CromweU and Small. 



HItw wilh Mr. SpEDCcr. Tlieurpeiiuriidiiwd bio 
■od RportiLto the IM LleutniiiiL Hdoliln llu 
Bpeaoer ciUod Uni one enniDr, when tm wu itor 
■£cd him wlmt wu Uie aceHlon of bit ammr li 
nriiiw, ud WUm told Um llwuoiiucoular ■ 
■pnc bfl had bAd on Mion. Mr. Sii«ii«r uld he hH 
■bant It. ud Wiinn rapHrd li« mas Ure anrbnrd 
thbiK. Spunr odd ■», Ihit Iboe were ons or l . . 
teard Unl tand lold blm HDCltaUir Bbvoi k(, or HnunlJn^ 

HjlJV ■• wwr mlBd.- Ttau ii lU Uiat Dic^rnoB lold Uim 
10 raporin tteM. Lintnnat 

I did KH bcu Mm nj uy (bing to Dickerwo Dh 
miuby or itmit BiwnUT^t Uf IdriKkd uiy tiling Ml 

ulkW abonl Spnur, ud I bM in hid m; wij I wDoid 
tiuribem. I old, loo, UiU 1 Ihaaghl Bpwcer wu u bid 
u cIllKr ■ribs two olben, and Orecn nnurkcd Ibu be 
Omrbl Mr. Spamr wu ■ Dlu mu. My murk wu 
■wreiy la bile one ibotil htagint IkenL £ had not b wd 
ofaigF ooDmnlkH Hi IbM dine (bon buglBE Ibem. ' "-' 
■ot bulkmlul iny UIHipt would be auda to nc 
priimwn wben I nide ihM remufc. I Ihlnk IT ibci 
bid b«a krp In conBiKianil w ulenpt would )i» 



TWELFTH DAY. 

WEDiVBSDAY, Jau. 1 



Qiwr. 1 Bfd ID tbe CottncU thmt I Aod iw ibuU Hnnicer Id- 
crew. 1 had bevrd tbs airpnilej' lay ibai he kitd aHoi^wa 
eer UlUng wltb OrornweU ntoTilefai orcnry body, sud 
Ann tbit, and bearing Iho CapHin, wheabe aagupA Wal- 
lfaao,TeadDirpartarUieplol,Ilieiletfa dprgcer ijteadcd 

: wbbib I had 



JDwIe, and 1 told him I did sot know, and be Ibeii lald bi 
woBld fli it I ^ht ban aaid ibai '< Cramwell detErrea 
lo]MhBaK.'>bn rdid KDl Ibink at ibe liaw that tbcy wen 
fofoir to bang hloL 1 UtlAk be wai the moil deAptnale cbo- 

a Did'y™iSS'ne'^1'|^N'v^' " '" ''°°^' 



IbliAtiiebe 



■ner Um UHtallaiit man wai earned away .' 

XIwaaaoIapuaicmaMlieid UlliUe aieiilig or ilui 
aa. AlHlenBa.DediicTiHmilliSoldt'tmaiigCniiDwelland 

aMdiir, SpeoMrevn urtyoulfyOB woald like to 
•a^wUibla •T^eoae bii oonwalo r 



Q. J**™ ?"■ "" *•«•« en iMard Ibi 

Bg tA€ Judft JdBtealt—l da bellefe tin 

been lakrn 10 HI. TluiDitaianyme will 

UklDCplace. Tlie dijoTUie eueatlDi 






n rUiB-, alB a FrimMT lb 



nnHlja™Ihe^^lee."^«Ker uw cimnwd wtth 

&«weUallbe Awe kUIk, alwni on Oie weUber lU 
' waialcHabTlhem^maDdjDajDWIiueafnie* 



iHTer InAl ilni Dai nDaB.unHHwvDiiuH unm^x, 
I tkei heard apcnccrMUGcoiawelllbal be ibgnklllheB 
aaneanaelunoBIOBlht Nmrtb-ireat Gout wUlu aad 
belhlMEhlkenialdnUemoaejaBDiiEbUgelaiie, CnM»>. 
weUiiirfibewHweUauaalaied *i£ ibe N. W. CouL 
Thalwaaalllheari It." -._«— _^ 



Inenrawbeiier. There wai m ebaBn befiire tb« ap- 
rea i alter Ibire waL 1 ihen alten aaw iba biqra eoUeclad 

dSS^JSf^SSil^'ii "M^Tto^ TbUw^auS 
chanielBw, MemHwanTODBnlhiMaaiirderBrbnelii- 
WHiT in obeyint IL Tbey coUeeled In eaanltemne 
DlOtMr.SpeiKwwaiainrtnl. IdidDotHeOMieoUeet 

irooed for, 1 often hw tbe olBccn and p*L y ofllcera lalk- 
wBlwiacda'cemedwIlh Spencer, bul did HI know of any 

Slot 1 wuexuidiiedbnluretbeOaDDcl],aad tbr sIBTcment 
ItaenmailewatlrBe. llboofbttberewasapioibecaoie 
Hpencerind Ciomwdl were ■■ biUmate.and wbni Ibad 



(^ufirioMdAy Cvpi- Nliakmjie, 



Ibe coitdcU of officen, aod be Dovr proposed, by Ibe ^i- 
mli^B or tba Coart, lo eaumeoce with Um muBtar nil, 
■ndeumliiiiaaebDribebiiyaloieelftfasykneiraayadac, 
and he ihDBtd mefce Uurir eumiDalloa ai gtorluroidbl^ 

flnemedl. He Ilirtber nldtbat lie tbotdd not hare examliH 
ed tbe two bM wlueaei bad It nsi beealbu ibej' bad been 
preiiomlr eiambvd before tbe cdnacil o[ officers 

2diiiiT3fnfar,nwr>i-Iainlfii«nariEe. Iwaila 
Cremwell'a waleh. Mr. SpeoeM oerer bad Dolldng to By 

Hpeneer BlUac id dmmwell alDne, eTery ennbig, aad 
laggeUmeialldayi ItwaiinalDWToice. TbeyweaUtalk 
Ose ennbw 1 beard CnmwClirwfaH on Ibe Jacob'i lad- 



e ife l'm« wben w<^ Kellag^r. BmallneTcripoketB 

~ nrdlbemny Ibeni Ibad logDRHwaid 

1 ban oHen leen Cmmwell and Small 

utUniE lotedwr. After 8p™Mr wai eonflned Cnowall 

lie bebaied aot as weU m tbe bqyi at Ihe eoaunencnneiit 
ol Ibe nyage ai bp did after, r knew iiolbbi£ aboot Ibe . 
matlny betoreMr. Speocar wasarreBtfed. _ 

.8>0^I.AbidiiJb-^U>erlUearr»lor Spencer, 6 reen 
.od HcKinley iied a be tagcitaei «ni«. 

BsUk Judit JiDomlt-liiiBw LOiblig aboiil wlieiber a 

Jamuaiui,ai»idula,eallrd,tintll«uolvtcledthaliba 
conn eoold not wceiiehlitaBinooy. Tbemnnwiilhere- 
ipon cleared Rir coutderatian, andmilla leiipeninc be wai 
recalled andiwom, alter baying been quaUnned t^ Com- 
modonBuiartailD whetberbepmifeiaedllw Gbrlitlanre- 
ilgkKi.nDdaliowbciUHrbBfcDew Ibe Dalan of an nib, id 
b«b of wbleb be lulled tatbeaOnnilTei lamalres 

Mlaiia with dtber Bpencer, Cromwell 
BMahing IbU mutiny. I >>** i^ 



Hqnor. Had haanl BDIbiBi froni any oT Ike crew that woald 
tbrow any Ugbt an Ibla inqidry- Bad not dotleed any 
cbnnga In iha^^riar el- the crew. 

anion me aail faa dM MX larecl Ibcic Utile ihbigi. 1 lold 
brEalmndd repnrtblm 10 Ibe Captain, and he iutl he did 
iioi cnre a damn wba I reported him ID. 



The Somen Mutiny and 



inllua Sjnall. funrbcard uijilecluiilalu by inj of 



Piiia or nlncj- 1^ cren 



caud Grnaiitll u 



oTIbdr I 

Ibat Oe briE n> ■ tetj nse uns ua ma n 
tUu 10 mcuKiHiUih btr bainc ■ BOod nlW. 
oflb nuUin >be alitit Ui^ CmnwalL iml 
■mmd. jQler ttac unn um beitan Uw 
-' - h( uuimHwoidilbt mule wake U 
lUiDiiEhl lirre were more conMrrwd 




SfKDCcr for 'SfU'* (f dun, b* euoe 
jiuhI ••ld,"Tba CiMiIb bu kmi n- 
inv UK. bDi lie itaH' n'L do Lt nuei lonfer." 1 bivo 
iTdtrimiu faawmldMoabinKifaipofbltowa, 
^ ' LI nMltfligo. OndiTl 
•Ari me ir I woDid m wttta 



bfQ— lie din Boiaj vlurh 1 1 

bIdUih, ud cIbuU boou- > 
vifet. He did nol Hj wi 






Hjwoi 11 be DodcnbriMl 

vmm. Mr. m^cn VIQ QC niu, 4Wl HT SpeDCer ibeo Vld 

cec UarnMed— 1 'm d— d lurrT." iBldioblm'-Toi^d^- 
Mrrimlnpkod knock otriD tiiDe»Qrniiybc70u1f belbnr- 
yoVHirDirfl oftline riaji." McJLIe tpHond to tie loLor- 
oM. ud H IfBinMhliiE wu jprioK H tfaat wM Doi rlilil. 
Tba Hllrnihor and Wlfion ■bo BppoiHd dtuHisBed- 1 
ttmgtal ibi ntirl wuixiliire lMfiiKilMuecoilan,dniigh 

WuilHm brlflcnnB UqDDr mi ait 
nitl In blolocEor.Uni aUcd SomII ' 






;Dl|(hi Ur.Hpaittrw 



I Umfbiiiicf maldUieniiiiiotilieUiETaKlbtaiueilie 

faflniBBb. TlieynldlivunibimlBitlbijivcrFpBI 
UTron. ThevwonldbauukliiiaorllanUin'. Allbongh 
Uw DDun nsd pnQ oShu wen unnl, 1 boUne [T ilie 

^|L tblnk UiKtatel eonld tinTC bHokniiKtuulii loiopon 
ftaeki»i 









nir, wkacmiUlDetbeln keutojcIL 

lliin htitd ban. Miller uid BodmiUi 
Ihry (rcre kIu Iht were rsnad aal. 



Bekeld Ok bido oplnlao ■■ 

lion u Ibn oi^OTilT ol UWOG i 

Sialn rr. (/hU^ oldHw 

uiilMd.— Noiaor wuelle 



the eiecBihn mmeiteur* (or dm iiftly of die nai 
JHwrri r. Atoi^ iwDniisd eB^Dcd.— Whi 

SuoClNI. Bpeneec ipoke lo Die iboBt Ibe nsM 
affigsor.udUiUlieiboald wan haveoncblDKlL _. 
• lid n bntooee 10 BK, bol I bus nflaii beord klm bt ii u> 
then. Bf KTcr naked me il 1 wnoldRowllh him, fbin 
em bio ipnk diimpecU'Dlly of Uic coninmndrr -" 
r IdQ cJlo} is jko prtKax of tbc crew. He Jm 



THIRTEENTH DAY. 

THUttHDAV, Jan. 1% IM3; 



eipreuknH of U 



the lone-bou miiined ud capinn a btic wblcb ibey nn. 
Ue bid beard Cromwrll DroleM bb Inaoeeace, nad ka 
UwifbtSiMlldldialoo. Cromwell, be Bid, ma tctt ao- 
verc to (ho boTi In Lbe Bnt pan of the wf nffb llfldldivt 
think ikat aur attempt wnafal hire Uten made for a rtBcne, 
bat bad one bna madF, iie Ihnitbth woold hnn b«o nc- 
CEBirDl, cTTji nfler Ibe offieeri bad been nrmtd. Ho did db( 

^"^rtSonl l'he''"''''?iJ^''S' "Ti" '"*ld''h°''*h«''°^ 

ja^ JJanieomhtKyean of tgtt Ihtdnuboy, levtlGFdlo 
Smnll'i dfclaiukia Unt ho hwrkllled a nesnt, to Spenni'i 
famillarlli with Cromwell inl Boiall ud itacir Trpqueot 
wnTenaOoDi logellier, lo Ibe uipFcled partiri galberfaic 



BB"»er In koolt He did on think Ibe brfr ooold han 
hrrn broocbt bHD port by ber oScen witQoBI Ihe eieeii- a 
h° 1^' 1 "* I"'^'' "' U^oDibl Ibst tbe veiHl wodU 
well when he Uirealenad to lake Ihe boy tWeaoeet'i IIR- 
and wai itnpped b; Dkkinon the arpenui'i mate. He 

Jn4ii ffolm, lilyein orac:e, and lit cIbd npprestino, 
teiiiliiid tolbe IndmacT ol Spnoizn wllb Ciomwell aiid 
dmallrbntdldnotiKNiceaiiy diN^reace Id Ibe brhnvioi of 
Ibe ctiw uller Ihe aimt euept tbeir nibcrlni Id urnMi 
□ever Ibooglil iboBI a nocna baiag nlfample l,l>Dt tboaiu 
DlTihecoait tbe laid woDldatTm thebagi b Ibal tbeinla. 
oi^nni!|:hIbiie||ollo»a(heiiH(l>ea and taken ibe brl(. 

Ornrii TnUr. id cIhi appreoUce. II jnn o( >», 
[boiighttb>iliaiiioallibrM»el mleht hnie beenlaSin 

broaghiMfe Into port wiiboul thr ciecnUen bniing takeo 

HiTOf Sl^mmiiK.IBclisnpprFnllcc, li ynii of ue, 
bad not iDDcli oplukin or wbeliier a mrae woild be av 

eueaUDH, he viai not alrald Dfinj iblni;, nnd did aul think 
there wai any danger. HeBwUr.SpeBcenndHr.Walef 



iboDIil. TboBghlue brli; coold B« ha?« bm broi 
a by bar oflicen, beciaie 11 Uie petty olficeri bid brro 
rnihrnlgbtbaTebeenniaiipby Iliecrew, »l»gal t^if 

rPird M. Oiatltt, lU claot Apprec 

rledawiiF. It wu done br > je^ 

Kewbadldlt,aibewaiwiiek)i 

any oidblon ai to wbitber a reaoB* woold biTO Iwqiau 
leinpled, aa he did nvl know how many were eogand la 
It, nor had be any oirtnion at to wbetber Ibe veiKl enld 
ban been broifihtlnBftlyirtbEeiecDUoD bad niH taken 

— Uad ■Ddapencer Bid KiDHhioeloblmal which hrdrew 

tSI one, and be wobH baTt nnoltier convcnaltuo with Idm 
Ibal algbL" 

Bi Oiplmnt lUattmnr—AI Ibe uoiE tbe miln royal top- 
nilaiii.inaiiwaiaaniednwny I wMjot about eomingoD 
deck, and had bold Df the majD n>^ ibtond, which lavcd 



JSxeeuticn of Spencer, Cromtatlt and Small. 



Efct Um ODb Bmte ihm da;> 
Hked irilooi wtadlMT ba but ii •>«■■, 
•.aUTet. Atidffat ha w^tlu fsnnnl 
■ae to talm wuiailwuh tadbwRta bfHi M 



didiMnk*!!. I 



S'« ki - 
nwwrilmplec 





««vr£;;? 




wTu^ 


awSpnctribowCrem 


mli tbai pip 


r •E>lD 






eKerpalniedwilh 


KSSWSK'JT 


"id^'beu 


blmB7«.yUitaB, 


urntlothe 


lecalioD 




wBdUKiAirlDgMiat 


■ndUJKiboat 




id«*liu 




AlmoniUltac 




EMtolba IMM did ». WiueawM 




B.U™i>l 


wmU b* nuulg U reJni 




aDdlU 


tbe brie. 


iMeuHwbUe •omene 




Ion (knuenRttrd 


mbblbcbrlanuHl mike \be iittsiDP 


HeUv 


DCGl Ibg 


btSMBldiKKIimbHa 


brOD^tllH 


elTiftb 


£lBbU 



B«*rd Cnmmll ay (BHr-SwocerthuktinM uKato 
hm WM—Bil oT ■ tOMl ukToiiIk af tb> lik or F^Mi 
Conld not tiU wbMba- ■ neu woqld b« *n^Mml or ML 
TbaubtlhexHtlnialdBat hncbetn bntAlmloBtZ 
b^ib ■KcnaonaMtikaiilHr.bBl eoiadliMBTiiS: 

«(.— TttHfU Ibur -™" •--- '^-:i^^j"!—'T^= 
tbflprliHwn nd tK 

it'bi'^lb 
HWIu IT. Dmi, wewd clan ipprntlce, IS rcui of 

.. .-j« ■ bdoBBiotlienicnSiyof ib««S 

tberaKL 

nod claH apprmtlcc, is yean «f 

bD( thoDgbl tr iOdic iDu nen 2ft 






_, J iriRDdolbnIocaiH on Ib« coiil ^Ui 

*M ba odd tfau be did not ihlsk Uiu ibej ibaiilJ bmmiuli 
reoghwsUbn. Out d» CrnawcU bad bteowUlacoM 
oT lEe boTi ID do (OBietbiiie vhlcb be bid pM dnM ui bh 
Uklar tnd b> WH fiodliic lEidt wbn Mr. Bngncei oM— 
" Iii,l*ii>«lrwi(iI>bila/ttIU liiell ^ntll e*< iMtir, 
JftrMwaUbTBdnSona/iHiiK-' TM> wu on (be pu- 

tryW U) ■pprweb Mr. Spencer wban be vu In Irom. 

TW me^ynonlBK Um dttk u tbe Umt. 
JutH AaUit^Flm cku appnrUce, IS jean of ate— 

Onediy ■bonlarbruirttbelSire tbe >rml. Small KMtn „. ._ 

tbelbralop, udbebad ■ ifaealbkiilfe.aiidHid beebBild ' ihmI before lone, uiu 

Tbanjrbl tha Tmal mlghlbe tahen aoil Ike prlaoaenra- have been lakea In lafel 

CUCdflBrilobody klKW who waaa friend or wbo «*u doU I beca.qBe Ibej; didnotkaf 

Tbcmrtt the vetaeJ coald not bave been brgn^bdn wlibom not. 

tha moi beiai eieeuied. , . Bs Corian lUaclmii 

OAvIuO. Siblqi,l«clan aparenilre, 15 yean oraee— M caicd on Ux pauin be 

Btv Baeaeer fin Cromwell l»obillt ualtc punge lo I Wiillaaia.Ptalliaa,ad 

Madam. Waiaftaktttum tronldba ao allemot uadelo Abnloni Tajlor, " 

Tcaeiw Iha erlnnert tod lake the brig. Tbnnsbt the brfg ' William B. Cooaer 

COBldBolhaTebaeBbfOBBUlBtoNewYarklfUief ' *' ' 
hadanbeeaeueated. 

ntrnti Ana<tr, M Bbm apprentice— TbooKhi 



meoaylnbhU^lhaDwhahe wu la a lUTer. Bpeaaie 
then law olteaii on (ba UIU and tsld Small to be lUeaL 
and wbeB he vu lalUaf (boat ibiTen ania la call IhaiB 
yawb, aad tbaa ao oMWootd kaow wbal be meaiti 
thmhtibcremaUhaTebeea ao Utempi tanlfutiha 
pnaoben and uk* ibe Mt- 

AVOeanamilrJnKktaiKlaUeDdedlo Mr. Speneal^ 
hammoakeTsrolhii^kL bu ners beard or lavblB 
da any lUaa la ralallan Co [be maliay. 

»i>dm£hni»(rl,WiMaaappreBUce, IT yein of an^ 
tboaahl an atlemM wonid be made lo releaK tlie prljoo. 
all BDd did nottblok l^■ ■'~^ ^ni.! h—.^ h— h»-..i.* 



brlf, bal enald not tell why he IbasKbt ». 

atmrta R. LanAtrt, 34 clan apprentka, le yean of a^e 
— TbuBgbUbobriccMlldanhaeebeeBbrDBgbl In by ber 
sOeen wltkoai the aieCBtloo bailDg lakep plsse, ibr a 
anal aamber nied to be talking' (oiretiier, and witaca 
aoH nw McKinlry and WUun [alkbiR lOKCIhrr and when 
tbey law bim tbay •eCmed Karcd and told bin be hul 



Jtmu iWifobairid dua appraaiice, IS yean sC ace, had 
often beard SbuII ulklnt allanl dawl ud ptnlaj Iwbad 



iBEbtikaTBmeleoBUulfane beea biBii|h|]a 

ralfibiiieBKahad nat baan sitaitml, beeaue 

mlfblbewBiBDlbirtinil. Oae day after Iha aiecn- 

HaiiUdnc In tbe aiaiB-l(^w)tbSaiUna,aBdlBiked 



by beroncFTatfibiiieBKa 

Ibcre mlfbl bewBMDlbirt 

Um ItlK ibonghi ibrv coulti bsia look 

be iboBfhl Uej me i, a<.d HkeB •*--_^- 



WSrtffK If 



Arfa>fPUaM,aacaad class sppraslh 
Ind BMo Hpaeu^lve a poand nt lobi 

hlmnnrcatBtTliDiiiail Wailntttai 

and WIUoD, and beard WUwi lay IT Ll 

Oaptala knew what be did abost Sptwcr, a maui owg 

tain. Heard MaKlaley lay, after Spencer wu Bmlad bu 

bebn bH neeBUaTUai be apeelad ha ilioald be la 

iiDoa baCbra idf bi He a^ id two or Ikree dme% batjraaa 

Bade 10 reaeaelh* prlagoera aad laha tbe yetwl, and waa 
•ftaUwlarniaU B%bt bMi tbe apftebemlaa that lb» 
woaMriaeaadklUsaaH. I do a'l lElnk tbe niael coaA 
IWTe been broBfki buo port. Tbe <^rt here adjoaned. 



i. L Hnndnuton, 



noonbilooaandatbembaagbt that lhe*aiel waa notmle 
util iba eiecadOB bad uken plaoe. 

Tblf emed tbe cnndsatlaa at wltaeuei tor the day.aad 
Captain MaekaBila Ihao praieBted the [bllowlnf comniB- 
nlcalSoa 10 tbe Gonrt, OB the mbfect orapDbllcatiDamthe 
Siandard, of a IM orpbdibiiieala indlcted^by Um : 

JUayitpKaKtb Oaart;— A aoUlealkMi waa ycaurday 
madeln the New-Toik Btandard, parponlu lo An aiM- 
umalof IbeponUuDeati iaSatad « board UMWamb— 
Thk aeeoanf coald oalyba derited ftm Ibg Lof-Boak 
wblcbbMbecB aaMneedlB erMeaee beAn MaCon^ 
aad bM raaatfnad la In ewMy. Tbe pnbUoUoa H *ri- 
deoily detlKaed lo eidie odhna kEahiai iBe,atamaiMM 
when I am audergidng a Hleou Eaqalry Ibr a paiiiflil dS^ 
cbBr|:e of wbU ) coocrlTed to be my dniy. I am readj 
and anikiu toprorelbat noMber pnnlifameBIi weretn- 
dleied on board thaBoiaen tbaaracb •• wenlawrnland 
D«eMnr;,batIeannotbBtot|tectto aarkled Batencuttf 
ihna uuecompanled by aay eijdaaaUan ot [be aitandlaf 
clrcanBtancei, nod Ibrreibra tbraw myaelfaponttaeCoart 
for prMeetton fram tbla attempt to prt^adre my caae, and 
prrjadtce [be pabllc mind by tbe RuTeptitlan] aae of daeo- 
mau wUhtn Ue eimody ol tbe Ooart, for the parpoaaoT 

MACEZNZIE, 



Ae Jodge Adrome ben Mated ibu when i 

had heea prodaeed by AedosMaKer Fery, bal 

hbn 10 coBttaine lo take eharge of it, wUcb advice be bed 



•T, lUwhea ibelaB*aofc 

prodaeed by AedasMaKer Fery, bahaddBeelad 

lattaine lo take eharge of it, wUcb advice be bed 

mliandtnlood and left Ibe Ink In the Canrt. Two diya 



Tkt Some n MtUing aid 



MfB, whM be bard lUi tart, b« bid irquiKrl CtpUIn ,;' 
A m n louk* cbiin arilu aaoiia fcr tbe CMR. < 
AtOu tmUtw iHiiimwMlliitbtCotniDaitctmrf I 
ofkudp-nfliliiv ratbcr JaimpH UF af It. )' 

riiii» «biiii SkwI frBMi ta ibcJndec Adisculrt i 

^nWiMtckmladiiBrequacdUiUUic Canrt imU I 
MIBie n iHittT » •Kcnua Ibnwib *biiu unacy ibit , 
HbUodoa M bna ndt. i: 

T>eAjft^i>nr.«»wMiheCoBncaiihliiMtriTelgHto[||i 
fhfl croiDd, ami IntttEM uit oibH Lnqiilry (hmn tbu delo- 
ntaai0ibcabTUwllcenMr«orihaNiiy. 
^qiimiifti'' SUmrt Ibonfbt Uml the Coiit could not 
MwBDtfecorMnptperitilencDli. irurlscocnriano 

SbHSKHleOapLlAelua^lwdbMicr RpIjiD"— 
IwCoorteB^r— -• ■--• ■ ' — - 



II bIOO(fatlll tr^- 

IT jan of (ce- 
ll, b«rd a<a^mf 



■BBvraoltai RecetdiaT Bict , ..— . 

ui be ilu utcd Kbnbcr k* ooold not BddKB tbe Scm- 
nrr of ihe Nan (m ibe nH«ct| W wblcb Osausdn 
AeWutniriMliiibaUIniaUnt iBdtbaCsanHOiionMd. 



FIFTEENTH DAY. 



mpecUiv tbe mppUeuioa o 






^cetfally wM U CRtUy Ibbt. rWxn llx dale 1 nlantntrd 
« took not lor ihc Log Book at ib^ IT. H. brtK SDia>-ii f^r 
AcUng Miller FaiTT, wblcb wu on Ibe dii tbilhcwi) 
gnuBi ned ■> a wHnew belbre [be Cnort of KnqtilTF, now 

(NBein of Ibis Uilp' (Jn Sund^.ilu'ailiorJaDiiir;, Liesl. 
On* TRggened 10 we ihe ibo'c Irook fiu a few mgmenu, 
■adi Kst II IS bhii. nliilc In hli poueuiim, Cic min Gif- 
gaiycM ibr Orderly u the ciUlo door nnd looli li from Ur, 



ffilHn /ulii, M elMi ipprcaOM, 11 ^eiM of 
Sm CnniwelliDd Speneeron Mie fonnutle oMi 
SpHieerinioii Ibe fccecmle ebett end Gnnwell • 
foinentlle. Hpsneerhmdi piper wblcb bivHib 
loCiomvembe wDildwrlnoell vllb ■ peneU, an 
>haw ll to Cianwdl. vbo voaM hj Tea, Or. H 
wCDt put, aad u It p mc d looked <ntr Ui ehoak 
Mr. Spencer, wbo KM up. ud tbODk btilMutaim- 
blma^— dioDafilf^.ud If ba Inked ■! ta^ 

flant^"*!) 



la IBke ^ TOMl and releiv 11w.prlinDen If Ibe cxrcntJoD 
bid sot nkcB |dic6 Sbniild knowlbe paperhenirMi. 
SpencR wrILa oo If be waito eee II laaliu 



wu loBklar iDDDd u Ike bori- HemnU Siu look 

'Iben write dawn, and Ibeaeliowtba paper to Cnaiw 

t Willbm B. Xisi, M elui appreinlc*, IT jtm of igi 



' tho paper to CnaiwelL 



veicIbenc»niliied.bBlBeltkerat Ibea Ibiew uvaXlt 
ional light on Uw (iMeel of Ibe raaUaT bj thrlr UMtaBoar^ 
CapuiB Hackpsileberc raieaBd niifd to the Coantbat 
le bid Hid ibc eiHini preriaiUiwbea InfMned Ibn Mr. 
eid hid hid cbirEaoraeLorlnok cT Ibe SoiMn, be 

ii™ H™S%i%'aidble Ibr Ibe ute wEleh hid beenmult 



hMbnAciiog Hutsr I 

hkriiiebee - 

KButn b. 



. .■TTjr. 1 wooid il» leoiirk, iIiliDDeh pcr- 

Mpe no t taeaaibept npon me.Unll donoilinow liy nliit 

BBOLndlB Ibe pglillc prlouoflbe TtiLof 'juDin, WM 
«bblIled«nB6Clibed, itenecllbllr, 

HKNRT ELD, Jr., Acdng HiMei IT. B. S. N. G. 

TbeConndeildedthillteoDldiot recelvi nebnam- 



nw Conn than ifive u Iti dacliioo on il^ ippQciUon of 
tltfMa H. till ao inqglrj, tbit b emild not traiel ont Iha 
^■■ni iBlsaed u H by in iMtrucIiaH. lod Iber coald sol, 
4ar*ftire, lonlinic ttai lnqnlry wblcb Cipt. H. aUied. 

Tbaproeeedliiciaf the Court were ihen nnilnDed hj 
tbeoiDiBiHon of wiloesiei. 

A<a XathMk-U cUm appRMlcf— it rrtn at ice.— Rid 
aaea Spescer dulse ■'wtih CronweU ud SpoiU— hid a 
aaaer ant psaill la fall baod lad leeBed lobe pHUlsi down 
awlblpE whkh CnnwM ana leUlig him. Oae ef ibe 
besr* wedt loeir hint, lad be laid " D'*— o toi If yon doit 
■DBWijrlwUllalieTonlethe nut." Dkl ml tbiiik Ibe 
vaael coald bare been bngfbt in wUkoni ibe euauhn 

JiM j er Frmf, 3d elni ■iipreBt)ec~-n yem 01 ar&— 

Bad no opiDioD ibonl the neeniity DribeFxecBlkw. 
riidirick Styirr, 3d cliB ippnntice, — yeirt of sis- 



he able HltiacleTlly » 






St".f 



ILAtTt AUiiUti, Id elu ipprecltu, IG yein of agc^ 
Alfrtd McOte, sd clanappreiUct, IB ycin of i^, were 

The Court IbenadJonTBed. 

SIXTEETNH DAY. 

HONDAV, Jan. IG, IMS. 
of Milotdij'* ptoceedlnji being rewl.ue Court proceeded 






apprentke, lAytai 



.1^. 



nlllecl by tbelr HeKmosj, wUeh was Bwretaa rtpsUtkn a( 
wliat bit beea repieted onr and orer icdn, eieepl Ibe 
louwbo leiiUiM ihMaetbediyofSpeBetr^iiTai,he 
(Btt»B)inilnnllbwanAfrlcBBdM kalft belonilBr u 
WuHn>,;mbeiaid&k«ljBnbeendutfpefllBC^fcaDd 
woaldvisaacniibihiBaivHbitsakBkaiUD. Beahn 
aw WlbBB bnethM Erift ossr Na e raa, (tbe soe aeit IB 
-"— " -iaiie4)andkeiiidbeiboBklBteb» 



day BrethnHto 
rukVcKieir I 



nt'aad auk* elotUu tor ibe ei 
«n MyjvlMvckiiUBE loni 



.Swift S 



Execution of Sptneer, Cromwell and Smidl. 



SEVENTEENTH DAY. 

TUBBDAT, Jul II, IMS. 
rht Cniin met pumanl to ■djonrnveDI. Tbe Jadi^e 



ukcq plici 



n broogbl ia 






mUka <7«i(ir. Id dug BppitBiice, IB yeait olics^ 

bort belar >lli>n«l la (ohoEoc >n*ri ibon cniHi. Mi 

SpcoHr uld btm thry win*liiii*v Bllawcd boy<tD(^liQm_ 
ulcr a Ibon CTDLte, ud itKr.S^9awr.tadcmaimaniotibt 
TMMl,M*»jt»rUiiibaii|il hiLire.ibHikt wmilj tflovvti- 



WMl.U 

nmirkedhHIIiFilBW H) niBabo;, ud 
WH Um mi'Ur wUb bin. Alter Mr. Bpu 

■•■•reftd II » Ibr flgbUae wU Hr. '^hog 
UaiqnUorkKle.orWborb^ MIcd 
liMwBOBlMoii n UIBupl nrigM bin b(» ..-. 

■ BKacnt. be tboorbi li n^ht bun b«n new ilU, 



'« hanr pn^m U apcacei'i 
fl ippnrH uhaled, ud irit- 

, nifti*— ■-' ■" •— 

.HUiFilBW lo niBabo,. _, .. 

'Ur wUb bin. Alter Mr. Bpeaet 



ffilliflil S. Jutun BW 




John uipeocfr.ihoogJ 


Kiuccduia Hr. Spei^eer.aionol 




?i;in'i!^j*ii;£S".vs 


n. UsbadabieiDliliLaaiwric. 
onib) iKo tan-MI.HkejtowiD? 


T^-iisn^fB'^^ 


fm. (Tbe |»p«r of SpeMCr's 


lifcBibel»ylh>4,wliicb 


:!SSffiisf.-J'2 


a.S-i-iiii-,",-;;i:'; 


hnoo mat cypber-il ii 


W,.T.'.a".,"F.ssn 


I do iKil ki»w anr perK 


nfl.erh»rd.nrita'<.>gfr. 


tia Mr. Sp-nixr ibODiibe ScoieiE 


■lUutume. li™W 




Hr. BpCDcnwaio-fhe 


cuDid umk Bi well u «nle. and 


UulDUidelilnisouiiIoal 


laniiL 




night SpenCFTKU pal 10 


irou wltoeu aiked Wilwn nbsi 


ilwulor.udhcBldk 




laded>ar>l«.niDU» 


obiHrd. Heard Wil»n«,.„ 


nSsSsS.-.5SSWiSS..«», 


Ibe iHig ccuUl bi>e btea 


broagW l»io BLTbqmu wlibini 








BOI KC aay Uiidk lo mak 


blm ibvid.nDdiboBEbltbfeii- 


3^^^,^ 


ilBn appreoUce, MjeariofDge, 
















s.*ni,'s^^u? 






"gSSLaff-ilr^ail 




fDood in Spencei'i lockt 


ulbalwbkhbe.wtaloi'u/iR- 



Tri/liam Wtai*rec»lied.-IdenUa«ODeof Uwpapmor 
Spcncer'i ai Itau wbicQ be uv Spencer ibowlBt u^rosi- 

" Viutam BhiKi r«alled.-Idfl.iiaed ase of iba Tapm, 
Uke»iie,uibaiHliicb beiiTi Bpeacer ibowbif lo Cron- 



Ibelia^Kara. TlitBoaiersttuauedaBlBiidH'niy inper 
bileadmoce atiblilan). BbeliSW U->llouioeBurFiBeni 
TbtGnmnillgnwlentlbbimlefll. Her b«n liUteo 



DokoB deck wb)ch !(«« . 

_ : "SExuuH ow^i ab 

lianof Ibewheelplailorn U IbtlaffniU. Tlwlnik 
idiCbrvqrdiD wlibla a Ibat aodabalfar tbepanpft. 
TuaiennviilUifRiniUiflinuikuittaebalinilu (■•(&(( 
4 bubei. KtaalnaaKllHiUimonaacb Me.irblcbacoB- 
pin imrlj E Aiet. HurboaiBi coaiiMSCe M (he oiiliiiiK 
udpilbiwvdabaaitSarJB (nb WbeD ibc iHodiHA 
Bndtbetid«a(tbe*eiselaDe*ebilde. Tbe gaaimidtu- 
nirhgeewlll DccnpyibaiiiKJtetafibaKpia. Tbaipace 

Tlieie is Iht ladder Id be ulKnoflhi) leiftb ; (TobUk taat 

□ell wbich can b« laken oat. TIrt nu in a iroow betov 
vlLb ailMeabne. I ihoald MBpqn OM OHM coald Jam - 

ibitbDlUeul out wilbbU back. TM mtd-CDbM STM 

head Itam tbeilearBR : It li bowenr lalber belter leem^ 

Tmi men uald knock It doirDbyworkiBK bud. TbtAwr 

te roccnl Ut IHO penonHiily- Tbeladdflrlnnibeded 
lead) doffii'lidolbtiuenge and rou put tbein bitatbc 
rei kiBE and 14 led wide » 
lak* aGoBt S fe« af Ibe ip 
ioterfCra vltb tbe naee im. 
lebtaiibe vnHI-raani. Tbe 
I iFinrunl by ■ DDlkbead ilmtlar 11 tbe olben, 

Ha* tbe beami. Tbe ibot of tbe Teaie^ wb«B 



bewli by meani of It Tben wai no Mb«r naniMBt oa 

board Ibe reDrl than iboK J bare deicribed Ibai mre aat 

iribi^crewhadpcxseraiDDDrthe berth decfc. Ibey coaM 

brend.wblcb wbi sinwtsl ifitr. Wltbibe iblpHaci, in a 



tladihpdccli t^DLapoaesdoaof IheereWiaBd tbe i^ 
oi wwkI lD'bUband^coaielhaiiepreTenudibaaa«nrniia 

JBh Uh^ Ofnehiulc — TbE belijing plai maid bare 
officen beMir. TDeyire ranwd Bf lraB,aboDt ISmcbe* 
sIbET. Tbtle lione renaiklntoald Biake: 
lUh oieaninmeBt, btr capaelty li 1S7 l-3t In 

8g Jirf^ JdnKsli.— liboaldinpP«e lUe 
wuald lenbaDtSSpBlraof eacb. 1 dan^l bn 

Bjf Oupl, Mtuitvu^Ali imall TttHll laU 



wbea HOI n^Uy looked after bj ibe •eaUnili la wbon 

.4elln( &!»■ IUt. PrTTt,rt-aitlii~l ban tha lo(JMot 
[rT Ibe Somen bere. Itliln tbeiiaw caadMai oi wheal 



Bbd wHt laBKilldHFTefleMs.va. ua toe in vecvakDeii 
dill Ikae, tbe day of eiecailoa, we were in north lat It 
def:ieHlltin Stj.and wm icnr. Nilre-V'ni'Ui. We ar- 
rlTedaiBtTbDiaaioBitaeSib Decenbgr, cdiliibBe. atlt 

aiHaatlniDiBt. TboBD tK)IBUe>br tor. 

TtaeelaleDflbewealbertliedaranerlbB eieeaUa>,by 
lOKf WBB rDoderau bfanca and p eaiaat weilber. Oa Ibe 
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The Somers Mutiny and 



tin we nrrired at St. Tlwmas we had no squalls, except on 
Unt Sd Deeember, from 8 P. M. to mMnigfat, wfaea we had 
moderate weather with squalls. The occorrenoes relating 
Ip the execntton are tmly related in the log*book. 

By Oowuiumder JCadfceiirie.— I observed a confident air 
Aoat Spencer, Cromwell and Small, which appeared as iT 
fliey expected a rescue. It showed itself even when the 
pel^ oflfeen were arming. Tbey seemed under no fear 
or apprdiensioa whatever during the whole time tliey were 
In confinement The articles concoming mutiny on board a 
■nuarO^warwereread to the officers and crevoncea aionth. 
fTbe oflicers when armed with the weight tbey carried and 
ttM watches they kept, as they were barely allowed to tit 
4town, could not have held on more than 5 days from the 
^Ufcovery of the mntfaiy. 



I should think the Commander passed two-thirds of bis 
time on deck before the discovery of the mutiny ; afterward, 
and until the execution, about 18 or 19 hours out of the 9f. 
After the execution he was not so much on deck, as he was 
iodispased. My opinion respecting the guilt or innocence 
of the men executed was not influenced at all by the opin< 
ions c r fears of the Commander. After the arrest, up to the 
execution, I noticed a change in the physical appearance 
of the officers. There seemed a drowsiness and weakness 
about them, which increased up to the execution. The 
officers did not get, dnriag ihe time between the arrest and 
execution, more than 4 or 5 hours' sleep, and that not re-^ 
ftvshing. 

The Court then acyonmed. 



THE UNITED STATES BRIG-OF-WAR SOMERS. 



Tbx above engraviog accurately represents the appearance of the Somers as she sits upon the water. 
She is abeautilulcraftof 266 tons measurement, though she is so sharply bailt that she carries only 120. 
She is a very swift sailer, and is pierced for 14 guns, though she mounts only 10. Her mainmast and 
foremast are each 21 inches in diameter at the deck. The dimensions of the several parts of the vessel 
axe as follows : 



Mainmast............ ..-.-• 60 from deck. 

Main topmast. ..•.. 36 

Main top-gallant-mast 18 3 inches. 

Main royal top-gallant-mast ... 12 3 " 

Pole 4 



Total hight from deck 130 6 



?> 



Foremast 56 

Fore top-mast. . «. .. ...... ...... .... 33 

Fore top-gallant mast 16 9 

Fore royal top-gallant mast 11 3 

Pole 3 8 



Total hight 120 9 



Length of Bowsprit outboard 21 feet. 

Length of the Jib-boom 17 " 

Length of Flying Jib - 10 " 9 in. 
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it 



j» 



ft. 
»» 

>» 

»> 

»> 

it 



m. 



>» 



Total length 

Whole length of keel 85 

Xieagth between perpendiculars.... .........•..••••••..... 100 

Breadth of beam moulded. 25 

Extreme breadth 25 

Depth of hold 11 

Length from knight-heads totaffrail ..105 

The following is a table of the distance run by the Somers on each day after the first discovery of the 
snntiny, up to her arrival at this port — copied from her log-book :— 

Nov. 26 •••......... (daj in which Spencer opened the plot to Wales) .210 miles. 

'■'.■ ^' 27«*««***>.» (day on which Spencer was arrested) •••••....206 

• ** 28.... (day of the arrest of Cromwell and Small) 184 

*» 29 184 

^ 30 (day of the arrest of McKee, McKiuley, Wilson and Green) 177 

pec. 1 • (day of the execution of the three ringleaders). • • ...190 

2 158 

3 155 

4 (arrival at St. Thomas) 174 



it 

9} 
>» 

>». 

»> 

3> 



e (left St. Thomas). 114 

7 - 179 

8 176 

9 116 



Dec. 10 

" 11 
" 12 



143 

lie 

118 

14.« ••(arrived at New York). ...10$ 



Sxeeution of ^pmeer, Cromwell and SmaU. 



EIGHTEENTH DAY. 

WBDNESDAy, Jan. n.W 
WyMlcHjfty'B piw.^edlBB^ wore read. 



ibU dinjugbont iliB period or 
man Hio lo Bwlna, ihj po.nHi 
air lo he >ubMqll*I.lly mnde 
nbjetl ofhlsihougliliiord ihf 






UtilHlntiuof updeTiDkint 



i^imltblnoff hiacfvw,aDtlL'bPgot ipFrferL 
* propued Aln utgeLialbelnrbDrDDIwardba 
□, ODtl miidft paitlcalar Imjalry «b la Uie par 






blTlwainnll 
,~ thlp.aadt 









tb^jiPtiDC tbe rrnur pin or Ibe n^^t be pandcd brfvr* 
Uwttal DfU-UvHwUbilovMnrbKifiiiid wIUiiIm 



Ibfr tbip, or Mr. nptiicer, 1 Imrt 
t ^fflr[ai11j Trom 111 ndcB \a r«ej> 



Ms ^Uty plon^hgs aeaiiuLt Lbe lives o 

puU of Cninwell pHjpabLeto hilo 
weieblatlhe Lime, are rbrgnUen^ ma 



Thongb li Ubellcfed ilmt ab 
aidncedbcrore ttib Coart Id ptt 

jrirfiUcal propeiul(ie« aL hand, li 



uians alleilBedlo be tipable orproc 



coulderadiidicide'llr 



felkoiuiDide by Speaccr, CitkOiwc^L HcKialey. or oihen, 
lopabldv the Lntended nintlnr, ILUoccimredstoorlTy preTltHii 
lolbc.alllaiorttap Bamprc. 

mkidfof h'to'trhetSer he" mgh' Ommwell dHerred lota 
bimr, ud be replied pMltlfely Uiil lie did. It wu no[ ■ 
coallapotibDtipffiiti'eDplfilon. Ur. Helakell r«1 cres 



nlertd od Ihe log >i being te 
B)i CoplBni Modern; 



lelfo the |i(e-booj.clearawBrllwboiu.niikErMdy loro 
IboiVkb U Guely bid gDiie Difrnuil ■! tlw umi U)t 



\ 



The Somtr» Uutii^f ohcZ 



oyi] tapeiUulmuI wu eurinl kwbv, ibne ordeii 1 muaiiStr mStatibr mtaUalij ttrrjiag bnTT umi diD^ 
ciifiire«ramiJdlii>ei:aiiK<leTe>t«>nniUa<ionl>9iird, r lag Ui* dar lad iieeplng wlita Ibrm u nC^t, pliTilcU ud 
if Oie officer! wonld h«Te liadu hi>e done in Ihe ■ iMnul BienliMi, iMiTliiB 10 iuall iqnullacf (teepibMoC 



li &om the tliiu*r 



ir BiiiitU, ncalled—I took down ! 



wereHl I oe 



bCBDf my belief, Itail Cromvell oubt t> be UiSi. tie 

Zf^,yf»^V:atamlint,iMiimtt lo tlm twice. 
P* ■^oDootdactlui u Uud IbcD itgoed U u • dubiOM- 
nnit If bt bed olt)(cled 10 uy put of liar ihe <i>n» u 
-wonld biTe been alieied to bk agteaioa. They 
toMtbull*gniUbe»doiie!f UHyyreqt - 

IM. O mumvt lecalled.— WupreaentBi the ConBcU 
ofoBcen. He inTcilinUu' ifitimanyioitae porKi Ui le- 
lUiMitDlbauienL WiUon nerer made Boy report lo me 
Uit be knev eomicb u benr Hi. Bpeneer. He ome Ki 
me ud told whii ba aid had beea ■ eonienaUsD wUfa Mr. 
AWMcrMdhtanHirwUcbwu (TldeMljp a Ue, lad 1 told 
kfafb. HedHlii,Ilb]nb,ioininioa>iBplGioBln)mbim' 
idC Tbe (bimoribe oalb tdmlalaeredio tbe wIimom 
bcfitn Oh coebcII oI officen mi ; •■ Von do anlemnly 
■■wlhai tbe CTidnceyoa ibill glie befota ihi- ^5-40^ 

—tbdr erideiKe being read oier Up lli«ai at Ihe ilaie. In 
tb> Ofialen which 1 nie of Ibe neceully of Ihe eucallOD, 

•r tar oUwr man. 1 wa> inflaenced aaleliF by the dlciaua 
of mj Mnultwe ukI (Van tbe knowledc* I >»d of Ilw 
(KB. Tbe COBBHideT did not lake Beancea 10 aicamlB 
irUchaCtbe crew were dluOMed and which km, becnie 
tedU notwiib n make kHiwn any lupleloiu be tnlfbl 
hHcoTanyBMbit Uitr* "IUkiiU ImmeiUiltly confiriaiiie 



-1 . 



vry of Ihe ninihiy nntil Ihe m 

ifiLoDt umplalDiL DddoBLfae w^cb tbe idlen udi* 
on dFck f vary balf bQDr. and lo daislhay bkdiaorawl 
irr uiF baimu«ki,MiheywfT(nniug, ■bfetoBtfbefHi 
Mj armed atUteMihe&ie. 

'. m ?Wii, n-oillcd— Toe ieHUllDny of Uh iritaMU 
brelheCDiucllwai read orerlo iben, dSlh^Twicii 
iraied i{ Ihey wanUd lo make any cwTeeUou It wodld 
done. CotrecUani were DBUaniilr mule when Uie wit- 
an de^Ld. Preiloiia Id ibe Miivniilon wilta Mr. 
cncnoniheboom.thad bPODaa inluinle wkh Uaai 
tadbtiMcen. I bad been (bund wUh bID bioUbc 
i ulKlng. wkeiKTabe warned u draw aajr Isbaoeo or 
[an Irani ibenoRraon, be wanld alwaji eoowbiiiM 

N ..~,i i.,i — -itm ationp n lake tbe 

wliimepir-' — ...1.-. 



CD bad by Ur Spenci 



Mpmtmlolkal 



Mood ««t Don thea noe or iwo days loDeer, carrylni- ihe 
wMlofenutbeydldandnotbeliisBlInweil uiUdown, 

" TielCioT"' 

irirtBeen 



.- — ,.^,,^,_«„ . ...« ^^^„-.^ ftrongeit, - 
; VMUicer oOcen could aoi baTc itood it to long. 
fcUwdhcowrjollhoinolbiy.Ilblnk Ibe Com- 
^ t..i. -ri.. .. — (,„ deck, and after- 



. Idlbey WMTlocUe. 

lb* article reTatlTe to mBUnj wu read once ■ moBlblallii 
erew. The lulTBCtloai oraeoreury PaoldlDE require) 
thai appienUcei iboald noi be allamcl 10 draw ibelr splrli 
raUnuor tabiccop An order wa* p ^imiisiMPd !/> ih»i pf- 
faclod board Ibe Somen, in pui-j ^' ■ "■f'-nT', 

donemelomikrhlm^l^ VI .. 

u TMwwerei 



siiL., 

B^ O^fobi JtfaobrtLne— I wa4 preieal when CromweU 

Cnmwel! wBi lealed sb Ibe imiik. The CommaaderBM 
bldiibaiBe«BinDdcribaDece»liydr coallBlBabtaiii ibit 
he ibooUl lake him home, wbprf he would be Med ^ the 
liwi orbli cuaalry, pDsisDed II Tonnd eallu, and aOardad 

- Curt. JtfitcWiuit I Ihtc acnl far then. Tb* (ket that 

proiod 1^ Ike Captalin ot tbe roreiop aoU fbi 

OiWluStaoin-lrecailed. 1 beard Cromwell, ihotlly be. 
tan bd eueniloB, aik Ucnu Guuctooii'i tbisiTenra. 
.^luli-eiii .dn^iM iFcallad. I lan CroawelTjBU i wfere 

liiin Bih bbn 10 Ontfva btan. ' 

JotalVAnrorD-lain lut now in ibo Mr*le« 1 1 ban 
been. 1 WHTward^Qom aleward of Ihi Bomeri ) TMt her 
sU or elcfal dayi belbn her lut emite. Tbe nlcht brtbre 
Ihe Somen nikid Daniel UeKh>ley,Doe ortbeocw srth* 
Somen at Ibe lime, Bid Knnelhbiir lo me aboil > BWtlB. 
I wai on board la Ibe afteraoon wailinE fv Hr. Wilei, wfio 
owed me tome UUIe ebaoce. Townidi CTCObw I wot on 
■bare, and alter I rol out of Ibe boat HcKlide/ look ina on 
one Bide and (aid, ^ 8iewaid,ibere will be mailnf on bdard 
Ibtt lime lor cenaln; yon may be rind yon are not goliic 
nnl la ner.nip^nc wernaonl of lIuleiDmlhlitbiie ■■ 

OapL Hackeniie here nalcd Ibal be wlabed I* lay iMliim 
IlieCDDrtafiillereiplarjallon oribemodvea wUch K^ded 

Koold allow bfin. 



prSTMoni, Itotfa flfnlt aod Tegelatllej, and makelhcm com- ManilpUaKIU Ve 
Kruble, than I eiei »" oa board a nHoof-wjr Dcfcre. I I AlLbough it lie 






, IdreOilD coMfflBBaoeofUM aria- 

takeoFdnPsTieriniiotfaaTlnc parchwed what wai or- 
dend. TbarowainoeicewoTlwnlihmeal onboardlbo 

■omen, ud uoabnceiwen pnnUeri that are Bot ptulilied 



i<.— There were M ur asbelaybij 
afthe Somen. In oic. TboKonlhe 
Id a-bair ponndf lo weiFbl ; ihoie In 
pamidi. It wubnpoHlbleui remote 
iDrthemmliwcnilbFy were all In 



Vr. Liaiii n'Oalbd.— Wai preaent al 



i boen detaimined b; [he Culut 
UiBt a wnttBD aefenco of my conilucc, fouBJed on 
an DxamiDatiOB of tlie evidence that koa beoa ad- 
duced, ii unBaceiasry, and, under the circumalao- 
coB, inBdmiMible, I Iruil that the Caurt will not 

loaioni ibBt product the conviciion in m; mind, 
an which I acted, that tbe eKecuuoD of the iiD|- 
leedeta of the intended muitny on bonrd ihe So- 
nior« wtti naceaBnry 10 ihe pioforvstion of the *o«- 
Hol. It ii true that tbeae rcBSsne mny be collected 
flora my report 10 tbe SecroiBij of tbe r<»j, 
which haa been rend before the Court; but tbey 
are nawheie sistsd in conneclion, nor nitb tb>t 
didinclneai and brevity tlmt art noceuuy to im- 
prosi tbeir force on the tnind» of other*. Hy re- 
port lo tbe Secretary wai inteniied tobe > fallhi*- 
lory of oil the proceedings on bouJ the Somen, 
for hi* information aJune, and wa* far, very far, 
from being framed with any direct view to Bj 



I pcooetd, then, under the 



•f tbo 



EaeitHon bj Speneer, Cromwell and Small. 
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■Jt^-WJ^t— 



Gtfutrt, to stibmit tke following facts and considera- 
tiani ba the teasons that chiefly determined my 
6oiidtfet. How fiiir their reality or sutilicieBcy is 
eitftblfsBted liy the evidence, are questiona that, 
without a singlo iettSKtk, I shall leave to the 
j1^|elnent of the Court. 

First, I was influenced by ray deep convfctio'n of 
the reali^ of the plot disclosed by Mr. Spencer 
to Mr. Wales. Although I received the first 
tdidifiiiiilcHttloti with incredulity, yet when I re- 
' fleeted iipbn'thi darnfest and solemtt mannsr in 
winch tne oisdostfre was made, and tb6 strong 
impressioa of the reality aad immiBence of the 
danger made upon the mind of Mr. Wales himself, 
my doubts vanished and my mind was fillSd With 
the most earnest solicitude to discover and adopt 
the proper means for arresting the horrors with 
which we were threatened. I at once determined 
to adopt no measure but after mature deliberation, 
to shrmk from none that the preservation of the 
tives of those entrusted to my care, the honor of 
ray country and my sense of duty should densand. 
Whether the influence of this determination is not 
apparent in all my subsequent acts, I submit to 
the judgement of the Court. I believed then in 
the existence of a plet in which, by the declara- 
ration of Mr. Spencer, at least twenty of the 
crew were concerned.— The nature of this plot, in- 
volving the murder of the officers and a large por- 
UoB of the crew, and the commission of almost 
evexy crime, convinced me that those who had 
agreed to it were capable of carrying it into exe- 
cutioa and committing any atroci ty. This opinion 
was further confirmed by my previous knowledge 
of the depraved character of tlie crew, and by the 
fact that many of then, although men in strength 
and size, were still boys ia age, and cons«)quently 
^Hould belittle likely to resist temptation and moie 
easily allured by the pleasures held out to them as 
accompanying the life of a pirate. Having stated 
the reasens which produced the conviction in my 
mind of the existence of the plot, it only remains 
for me to state those which induced me to change 
my original determination to bring the prisoners 
to the United States for trial, and to deem their 
immediate execution necessary. 

I was influenced — First, by the insubordinatioa 
of the crew manifested after we had left the coa%t 
of Africa, and very much increased after the arrest 
of the piisoners ; their gloomy and angry looks, 
their secret conferences, broken ofi" when an officer 
appeared ; their increased reluctance in the per- 
formance of their duty ; the actual disobedience of 
some ; the attempt of several to communicate with 
the prisoners. All these circumstances convinced 
me that there was danger of a rescue, and that 
this scheme was in constant agitation. 

Secondly, by the uncertainty under which we 
Isibored as to the extent of the mutiny, and the 
inutility and danger of attempting to ascertain, by 
an examination of the crew, how many were to be 
relied en. Let us suppose that the whole crew 
had been examined, and all had protested their in- 
nocence and ignorance : Could we have believed 
and trusted them? Would the uncertainty have 
been removed or diminished ? Or the coatrary, 
must not tke umversal denial have increased and 
justified our suspicions of universal guilt ? We 
must still have believed that many were guilty, and 
could not have kaown that any were innocent. If 
the examUiation had reatdted in the diacoveiy of 



the certain guiit of many of the suspected, ourdil^ 
Acuities would have been still greater. To confwf 
and guard them was impossible. To leave them 
at large, with a knowledge that their guilt waa 
known, and that, if they arrived in safety, deatk 
mtght be their doom, was to render th&m des^ 
pei*ate and an outbreak inevitable. 

Thirdly; by the exhaustion of the offioers, an^ 
by the Impossibility that they could much longer 
sustain the fatigue to which they were subjeeted ; 
and by the fact that/ from loss of rest and con0n- 
ual exertiun, we were daily losing strength, whilst 
that of the mutineers, from increasing numbers, 
was daily becoming greater. 

Fourthly, by the convictien that, e^en if it wars 
possibld for the officers to defend themselves and 
their vessel in fair weather, if a storm should arise, 
calling the attention of the officers and petty offi* 
cers from the prisoi^ers to the necessary duUes of 
taking care of the vessel, H weuld have been easy 
for a few resolute men to havtf released the pris- 
oners and taken possession of the vessel. 

Fifthly. By the size of the vessel whidJi rendered 
it impossible for me to confine any more prisunera 
and prevent those already confined from communi- 
cating with each other and with those of the crew 
who were at large. 

Finally, by the conviction, that by the execution 
of the three ringleaders the mutineers would be 
deprived of the power ef navigating the vessel, as 
no other person would be capable of taking charge 
of her, and that this was the only effectual method 
of bringing them back to their allegiance, and pre- 
serving the vessel cemmiteed to my charge. 

Having thus briefly stated thfl motives which pro- 
duced the belief that the immediate execution of 
the ringleaders was necessary, I wo^uld only add, 
that had any doubts existed in my ninu as to the 
necessity of the course to be pursued) they would 
have been removed by the unanimous opinion ot'the 
commissioned, warrant and ptitty officers, whose 
means of judging were better than my own, that 
such a course was necessary and inevitable. Their 
opinion, concurring with my own, left me no room 
to doubt that in pursuing this course I was doing 
my duty faithfully to my God and to my country. 
1 bsTe tbe honor to be, very respectrnlly, 

Your most obfdient, 
ALEX. SLIOELL MACKENZIE, 
Commanfler U. S. S. 

U. 8. a. North CaroliDB, 18tb January, 1843. 
To the Court of Inquiry. 

The Court then adjourned to meet to*isorrow, and bear 
the other witnesses oi' Captain Mackenzie'^. 

NINETEENTH DAY. 

THURSDAY, Jan. 19. lUS. 
The Court met pursuant to adjournment, aud tlieBiinntes 
of the previous day's proceedings were read : 

George W. Rice was then sworn.— 1 live at 240 JRivington 
street, N. Y. 1 thiuk I knew Samuel CromtveJ], who went 
out in the Somers, bat 1 am not sure. I had a nephew on 
board the Somers named John Primrose. 1 heard he had 
been transferred from the North Carolina te the Somers 
and I west to see bim. I hired a boat and when 1 got along, 
side 1 was told J could not come on board. This was before 
she made her first cruise round the harbor. 

I went again and I was told he waw confined in tbe brig. 
I afterward found be bad been transferred to the NorUi 
Carolina asraln. Some 4 or A days after, os near as I can 
recollect, two sailors came into Wesibrook's, in the Bow- 
ery, No. 43. One of them said he was Boatswain's Mate of 
the Somers. I can't recollect at whatperiodofibeyear 
this was, or whsther it was before her first or last cruise. 

On reference to the log book it was found tbat Cromwell 

was net on board the Somers until the 18th of Aagost, 

while the Somen sailed on her last cruise, on^tbe 13th of 
September. 
On further reference it wps found tbulfnairMf bad been 
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traofferred to the North Carolina, from tlip Somer', on the 
dth July previons to the first crnise. 

The Judge Adyocate tlierenpon stated that all iii« con- 
▼ersation or declarations made »t the time mentioned by the 
wimeis, being made previons to the firi^ cruise or the brig, 
eonid not be received as evidence of v/hathad been the in*' 
tentLon previons to the last cruise, and wonid be exelnded 
by tbe decision ©f the Court made the previons day- 

Zt belief also asccrtauied, by tho description of the man 



given by the witness to Master Perry, that It had not bem 
Cromwell, but resembled Phelps, who had been ea board 
as Boatswabi's Mate daring the first pmlse, bat not dniing 
the last, the testimony of the witness, it was qnite apparent, 
woald l>e entirely irrelerant, and he was directed to retire. 
The President then Slated that tbe testimony l>eing new 
closed tbe Court would be cleared, which was accordingly 
done. Tbe Court will deliberate and firame their decision 
in secret, and it will then be sent to Washington for appraraU 



NEW- YORK TRIBUNE. 

DAJL7 AND WEEEL7. 

ThePnUUhers of The N«»w^Tork Daily Tribune respeet- 
folly annoonce to their rearlers and the pnbllr: tl.at they 
have nadr^ arrangements for tbe openincr winter as follows: 

AT WASHINGTON— 1. A careful report ct the dnfly pro- 



The W £fiKLY TRIBUNF-Jost tti Ice the mza of Uie 
Daily— contains eight royal padres, or forty-eight donble^bfio 
columns of clMely printed matter, comprising all that appe a rs 
in the Daily witicb is not of local or epheaieral Intemt 
with a larger smoant of Literary matter— Tales, Poems, 
Reviews, Descriptive Letters, &c.— than we can make room 
for in the DaUy. All the Reports of Lectures, abstracts ei 
Congressional and Legislative Proceedings, Editorials, Fo- 



ceedings of Congress will be made up expressly for The , reign News, tc. &c~ that appear in the Daily wiU be rtgu- 

_ ,. ^ „«^^, ; -„!„,«„»»♦ .!,„ «ri;«o* m« .■ larly transferred to tbe Weekly, which is made np every 

Tnbune, so as to appear m Its columns at the "r ".st mo- Thur«tay morning and forwardid by the aftemooS MaiU 

^^ ^*'" i^'.?iri„rir.^MnH^^^^^^ !ofthatday,8oasio reach most of its sub-ariber. by or be- 

gmUeman who so ably and saiisfactortry filled It Uurongh .; ^^^^ f^^,Ji„^ „j^ht. ■" . 

ibe last two flessions. 



3. A gentleman well informed on p.ll Pahtic topjcK and 
of eminent standing in the Political cii-<:lf>sor the iM^tropo- 
iis, will act as our Confidentfnl Corri'spondrni, furnishing 
early advices of all Political mo veo3ents in contemplation,! 



Tlie Weekly Tribune is aflforded for #2 per aunuro, six 
copies for $10, ten copies for $15, and any larger numbar at 
the rate of $1 50 each per annnnu Every practk^ble en- 
couragement will be given to those who viill aid in e.zlend- 



irh«her wlih rererenee to ihe I^RWaiire anion of Con- il "■« »" <='■;<=■"■"<>». •^-t."" onr "ealine. .« condoctea 
gr«.U.ero,rnptv.B.ri«„r Ty..rL™.or,.,he w.r„ing,;f^J»J,t»^^^^^ 

intrigues and mameavres of tlie partisanaof tke rival Jioco- j and others enclosing $10 free of postage to vs shall receive 
Foco aspirants to tlie Presidency, '' two Dailies and one Weekly Tribune for one year. On tbe 

AtNEW-VORIC— 1. In addition to our usual il*»p3nmpnts, I i above lerms, snbscriptinns are respectfully solicited by 



6REELBV & McBLRATli, 160 Nassau-st.,^ 
in front of the Park and opposite the City InU. 
New-York, Nov, 15. 18 42. 

VZr The Whig Almanac and United Skates Rkois- 

, fER for the year 1843 may be obtained at this office In 

wrappers ready lor maiimg. Price 12^ cents. Postmaatm 

; and others remitting one (lollar will receive 12 copies by 

i mail. 

O" Asa work of convenient reference for Families, Mer. 

chants and Mechanics, the United Statej Register and Whig 

I Almanac fw 1843 will be found superior to any other which 

■ can be found in tlie market for any thing like the same 

^ ,_ _ . - . , ..^_ , . 1,- - - J • 4^ i money. Besides a complete Calendar foriSH the States, 

^^l^^:^^^^jy^.. .V.'! '?.'? '"'!;"'^.*:':?-_'!!_*;r'"^ ^^ \ "^ {he usual tables of Eclipses and other altronomical cal' 

' culaitons, it contains as much useful reading matter as is 
' found in an ordinary fifty cent volume. Its Tables of Pop- 
' nlation of the different States, and Times of holding Slec- 
; tiens, and Election Returns of all the States are subjects of 
I permanent usefulness. Every family and every office and 
store in the country ought to haveaoopy of this useful work 



an experienced and roost capable Assistant Kditnr '^iU at 
lendaUthe L«»cturesof the Winter which shall possess a j 
general Interest, to report thrm either in full or in su istance, j 
as their character and worth shall seem to require. In this j 
department, The Tribune achieveil an acknowlpilged su- 
premacy last winter: it is our purpose to confirm it Ikis 
season. 

^ Another Assistant gives undivided attention to the 
Markets of our own and other Cities, taking accounts of Ar« 
rivals and Sales of Prodace and Merchandize, with all ope- 
rations in Goods, Stocks, Currency, Exchanges, ^c. &ic, 
which shall be worthy of rKcori^ In this deparimcnt we 
endeavor to be more preci.w than any oiiser paper. 



render faller and earlier than tho se of most .iournai.^. 

At BOSTON— We have an f xcellent Correspondent, who 
will tranfrnitus from week to week brief summaries of the 
ablest and most striking Lectures, Discourses, &.c. tc, with 
accounts of wliat \*. doing in every department of Moral 
and Intellectual efihrt. 

At ALBANY.— We have completed arrangements for 
eariy and graphic advices of tbe manner in which Loco* 
Jfocoism shall dispense iti newly acquired *.SiK)iis,' and 
carry out to completion its Stop-aud-Tax polic}'. 

At home .\ND EVERYWUERB— though we hope 
for a season to have less occasion than hitherto for devoting 
oarcolurons to Political controversy— The Tribune will con- 
tinue the ardent, unswerving, undaunted, determined advo- 
r-sle of Whig Principles and Measures, and of the election 
of llENSY Ci.AY as Preddent in 1344. Rec.«nt events, how- 
ever discouraging in the view of the short Mghted, have but 
strengthened our confidence in the speedy triumph of those 
Principles, and our conviction that IIf.nry Clay and he 
only can rally around him th** now ^catte^od hoMs of the 
vectors of 1810, and lead them on to a new triumph , as sig- 
nal, as glorious, but more f'nduring an(4 beneficent. 

Tii£ TRIBUNK is published D;Aily on a lar^sfe royal 



i hangingnp in a convenient place for convenience of refei^ 
! ence. Price only 12^ cents per copy. 

{ Doctor Lvrli/s Lectures on Geology.- The first edf- 
I tion of these celebrated Lectures being entirely exliansted, 
j asec4>nd edition, with an Introduction and additional notes, 
i has been put to press and will speedily be issued. Price 88 
! cents. Postmasters who remit one dollar will be entitled 
• to fire copies. Orders must In all cases be accompanied 
. by the cash. 



117 Doctor Ijnrdner^A licctniresi*— The second 

edition of Doctor Lardner's complete Course of Lectures 
delivered in the City of New- York is pnbliidiedand fiMrsale 
at this office. Price 25 cents The subjects embraced In 
the licctures are : ElectricItJf^The San— Galvanism— The 
Fixed Stars— Magnetic Needle— Latitude and Longitude— 
Sbeet at Fire Dollars per annum to Mail Subscribers— Bleaching, Tanning— Popular FalUcie^— Light— Falling 
payable in all cas«s in adv&nce, anddiscontinaed always at Start— Temporary Stars— Historical Sketch of Aftronoaiy— 
the expiration of the time for whictt payment is received. Detr— Science aided by Art— Scientifia Discoveries— Soood 
<Inthis City tbe price will be 9 c^ls per week, and for | —Vibratleas of tbe Redna; Voltaic SattenMBteaniSiigtam 
ttiiflt ofpiei two cents each, as l^erto.) of Great Britain and America. [^ 



THE BORROWER WILL BE CHARGED 
AN OVERDUE FEE IF THIS BOOK IS 
NOT RETURNED TO THE LIBRARY ON 
OR BEFORE THE LAST DATE STAMPED 
BELOW. NON-RECEIPT OF OVERDUE 
NOTICES DOES NOT EXEMPT THE 
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